
* Five minute public comment, per person, with the exception of any open disciplinary or application files. 
 
Persons desiring to participate in the meeting and requiring special accommodations or interpretative services should contact the 
Department at (804) 367-0362 at least ten days prior to the meeting so that suitable arrangements can be made for an appropriate 
accommodation.  The Department fully complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

 

 

DEPARTMENT OF PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL REGULATION 

PERIMETER CENTER 

9960 MAYLAND DRIVE 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23233 

 

ASBESTOS REGULATORY REVIEW COMMITTEE 

OF THE 

VIRGINIA BOARD FOR ASBESTOS, LEAD, AND HOME INSPECTORS 

Tentative AGENDA 

 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9, 2023, 11:00 A.M. 

TRAINING ROOM 2, SECOND FLOOR 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

II. EMERGENCY EVACUATION PROCEDURES 

 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

a.   Committee Agenda, August 9, 2023 

 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD* 

 

V. RESOURCES AND INFORMATION 

a.   Chapter 5 of Title 54.1 of the Code of Virginia 

b.   Virginia Asbestos Licensing Regulations 

c.   Federal Laws/Regulations 

i. 15 USC 2646 (Contractor and laboratory accreditation) 
ii. 40 CFR Part 61 Subpart M (National Emission Standard for Asbestos) 

iii. 40 CFR Part 763 (Asbestos) 

iv. Appendix C to Subpart E of Part 763, Title 40 (Asbestos Model 

Accreditation Plan) 

d. Regulatory Review Topics 

e. Regulatory Review Matrix 

f. Federal/State Law-Regulation Cross Reference 

g. Asbestos Supervisor Licensing Requirements in Other States 

h. Licensing Requirements in Other States 

 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Consider Regulatory Amendments to Parts VI Through IX 

b. Consider Final Amendments to Parts I Through V 

 

VII. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

VIII. COMPLETE CONFLICT OF INTEREST FORMS AND TRAVEL 

VOUCHERS 

 

IX. ADJOURN 



PERIMETER CENTER CONFERENCE CENTER 
EMERGENCY EVACUATION OF BOARD AND TRAINING ROOMS 

(Script to be read at the beginning of each meeting.) 
 

PLEASE LISTEN TO THE FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS ABOUT EXITING THE PREMISES IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY. 
 
In the event of a fire or other emergency requiring the evacuation of the building, alarms will sound.   
When the alarms sound, leave the room immediately.  Follow any instructions given by Security staff 
 
Board Room 1  
Exit the room using one of the doors at the back of the room.  Upon exiting the room, turn RIGHT.  Follow the 
corridor to the emergency exit at the end of the hall.   
 
Upon exiting the building, proceed straight ahead through the parking lot to the fence at the end of the lot.  Wait there 
for further instructions. 
 
Board Room 2 
Exit the room using one of the doors at the back of the room. (Point)  Upon exiting the room, turn RIGHT.  Follow the 
corridor to the emergency exit at the end of the hall.   
 
Upon exiting the building, proceed straight ahead through the parking lot to the fence at the end of the lot.  Wait there 
for further instructions. 
 
You may also exit the room using the side door, turn Right out the door and make an immediate Left.  Follow the 
corridor to the emergency exit at the end of the hall.   
 
Upon exiting the building, proceed straight ahead through the parking lot to the fence at the end of the lot.  Wait there 
for further instructions. 
 
Board Rooms 3 and 4 
Exit the room using one of the doors at the back of the room.    Upon exiting the room, turn RIGHT.  Follow the 
corridor to the emergency exit at the end of the hall.   
 
Upon exiting the building, proceed straight ahead through the parking lot to the fence at the end of the lot.  Wait there 
for further instructions. 
 
Training Room 1  
Exit the room using one of the doors at the back of the room.  Upon exiting the room, turn LEFT.  Follow the corridor 
to the emergency exit at the end of the hall.   
 
Upon exiting the building, proceed straight ahead through the parking lot to the fence at the end of the lot.  Wait there 
for further instructions. 
 
Training Room 2  
Exit the room using one of the doors at the back of the room.  Upon exiting the doors, turn LEFT.  Follow the corridor 
to the emergency exit at the end of the hall.   
 
Upon exiting the building, proceed straight ahead through the parking lot to the fence at the end of the lot.  Wait there 
for further instructions. 
 
 



PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

 
Five minute public comment, per person, with the 

exception of any open disciplinary or application files. 
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Code of Virginia
Title 54.1. Professions and Occupations
Subtitle II  Professions and Occupations Regulated by the Department of Professional and Occupational
Regulation and Boards within the Department

Chapter 5. Asbestos, Lead, and Home Inspection Contractors and Workers

Article 1. General Provisions

§ 54.1-500. Definitions

As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Accredited asbestos training program" means a training program that has been approved by the Board to provide
training for individuals to engage in asbestos abatement, conduct asbestos inspections, prepare management plans,
prepare project designs or act as project monitors.

"Accredited lead training program" means a training program that has been approved by the Board to provide training for
individuals to engage in lead-based paint activities.

"Accredited renovation training program" means a training program that has been approved by the Board to provide
training for individuals to engage in renovation or dust clearance sampling

"Asbestos" means the asbestiform varieties of actinolite, amosite, anthophyllite, chrysotile, crocidolite, and tremolite.

"Asbestos analytical laboratory license" means an authorization issued by the Board to perform phase contrast, polarized
light, or transmission electron microscopy on material known or suspected to contain asbestos.

"Asbestos contractor's license" means an authorization issued by the Board permitting a person to enter into contracts to
perform an asbestos abatement project.

"Asbestos-containing materials" or "ACM" means any material or product which contains more than 1.0 percent asbestos
or such other percentage as established by EPA final rule.

"Asbestos inspector's license" means an authorization issued by the Board permitting a person to perform on-site
investigations to identify, classify, record, sample, test and prioritize by exposure potential asbestos-containing materials.

"Asbestos management plan" means a program designed to control or abate any potential risk to human health from
asbestos.

"Asbestos management planner's license" means an authorization issued by the Board permitting a person to develop or
alter an asbestos management plan.

"Asbestos project" or "asbestos abatement project" means an activity involving job set-up for containment, removal,
encapsulation, enclosure, encasement, renovation, repair, construction or alteration of an asbestos-containing material.
An asbestos project or asbestos abatement project shall not include nonfriable asbestos-containing roofing, flooring and
siding materials which when installed, encapsulated or removed do not become friable

"Asbestos project designer's license" means an authorization issued by the Board permitting a person to design an
asbestos abatement project.

"Asbestos project monitor's license" means an authorization issued by the Board permitting a person to monitor an
asbestos project, subject to Department regulations.

1/23/2023
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"Asbestos supervisor" means any person so designated by an asbestos contractor who provides on-site supervision and
direction to the workers engaged in asbestos projects.

"Asbestos worker's license" means an authorization issued by the Board permitting an individual to work on an asbestos
project.

"Board" means the Virginia Board for Asbestos, Lead, and Home Inspectors.

"Dust clearance sampling" means an on-site collection of dust or other debris that is present after the completion of a
renovation to determine the presence of lead-based paint hazards and the provisions of a report explaining the results.

"Dust sampling technician" means an individual licensed by the Board to perform dust clearance sampling.

"Friable" means that the material when dry may be crumbled, pulverized, or reduced to powder by hand pressure and
includes previously nonfriable material after such previously nonfriable material becomes damaged to the extent that
when dry it may be crumbled, pulverized, or reduced to powder by hand pressure.

"Home inspection" means any inspection of a residential building for compensation conducted by a licensed home
inspector. A home inspection shall include a written evaluation of the readily accessible components of a residential
building, including heating, cooling, plumbing, and electrical systems; structural components; foundation; roof; masonry
structure; exterior and interior components; and other related residential housing components. A home inspection may be
limited in scope as provided in a home inspection contract, provided that such contract is not inconsistent with the
provisions of this chapter or the regulations of the Board. For purposes of this chapter, residential building energy
analysis alone, as defined in § 54 1 1144, shall not be considered a home inspection

"Home inspector" means a person who meets the criteria of education, experience, and testing required by this chapter
and regulations of the Board and who has been licensed by the Board to perform home inspections.

"Lead abatement" means any measure or set of measures designed to permanently eliminate lead-based paint hazards,
including lead-contaminated dust or soil.

"Lead-based paint" means paint or other surface coatings that contain lead equal to or in excess of 1.0 milligrams per
square centimeter or more than 0 5 percent by weight

"Lead based paint activity" means lead inspection, lead risk assessment, lead project design and abatement of lead based
paint and lead-based paint hazards, including lead-contaminated dust and lead-contaminated soil.

"Lead-contaminated dust" means surface dust that contains an area or mass concentration of lead at or in excess of levels
identified by the Environmental Protection Agency pursuant to § 403 of TSCA (15 U.S.C. § 2683).

"Lead-contaminated soil" means bare soil that contains lead at or in excess of levels identified by the Environmental
Protection Agency

"Lead contractor" means a person who has met the Board's requirements and has been issued a license by the Board to
enter into contracts to perform lead abatements.

"Lead inspection" means a surface-by-surface investigation to determine the presence of lead-based paint and the
provisions of a report explaining the results of the investigation.

"Lead inspector" means an individual who has been licensed by the Board to conduct lead inspections and abatement
clearance testing.

"Lead project design" means any descriptive form written as instructions or drafted as a plan describing the construction
or setting up of a lead abatement project area and the work practices to be utilized during the lead abatement project.

"Lead project designer" means an individual who has been licensed by the Board to prepare lead project designs.

"Lead risk assessment" means (i) an on-site investigation to determine the existence, nature, severity and location of
lead-based paint hazards and (ii) the provision of a report by the individual or the firm conducting the risk assessment,
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explaining the results of the investigation and options for reducing lead-based paint hazards.

"Lead risk assessor" means an individual who has been licensed by the Board to conduct lead inspections, lead risk
assessments and abatement clearance testing

"Lead supervisor" means an individual who has been licensed by the Board to supervise lead abatements

"Lead worker" or "lead abatement worker" means an individual who has been licensed by the Board to perform lead
abatement.

"Person" means a corporation, partnership, sole proprietorship, firm, enterprise, franchise, association or any other
individual or entity.

"Principal instructor" means the individual who has the primary responsibility for organizing and teaching an accredited
asbestos training program, an accredited lead training program, an accredited renovation training program, or any
combination thereof.

"Renovation" means the modification of any existing structure or portion thereof, for compensation, that results in the
disturbance of painted surfaces, unless that activity is (i) performed as a part of a lead abatement or (ii) limited in scope
to the site work or remediation as referenced in the definition of contractor in § 54.1-1100. As used in this definition,
"compensation" shall include the receipt of (a) pay for work performed, such as that paid to contractors and
subcontractors; (b) wages, including but not limited to those paid to employees of contractors, building owners, property
management companies, child-occupied facilities operators, state and local government agencies, and nonprofit
organizations; and (c) rent for housing constructed before January 1, 1978, or child occupied facilities in public or
commercial building space.

"Renovation contractor" means a person who has met the Board's requirements and has been issued a license by the
Board to conduct renovations.

"Renovator" means an individual who has been issued a license by the Board to perform renovations or to direct others
who perform renovations.

"Residential building" means, for the purposes of home inspection, a structure consisting of one to four dwelling units
used or occupied, or intended to be used or occupied, for residential purposes.

"Training manager" means the individual responsible for administering a training program and monitoring the
performance of instructors for an accredited asbestos training, accredited lead training program or accredited renovation
training program.

1987, c. 579, § 54-145.4; 1988, cc. 765, 802; 1989, c. 397; 1990, cc. 49, 73, 823; 1992, c. 152; 1993, cc. 499, 660; 1994,
cc. 185, 911; 1996, cc. 76, 176, 180, 846; 1997, c. 885; 1998, c. 739; 2001, c. 723; 2009, cc. 358, 819; 2012, cc. 803,
835; 2016, cc. 161, 436, 527.

§ 54.1 500.1. Virginia Board for Asbestos, Lead, and Home Inspectors; membership; meetings; offices;
quorum

The Virginia Board for Asbestos, Lead, and Home Inspectors shall be appointed by the Governor and composed of 13
members as follows: (i) one shall be a representative of a Virginia-licensed asbestos contractor, (ii) one shall be a
representative of a Virginia-licensed lead contractor, (iii) one shall be a representative of a Virginia-licensed renovation
contractor, (iv) one shall be either a Virginia-licensed asbestos inspector or project monitor, (v) one shall be a Virginia-
licensed lead risk assessor, (vi) one shall be a representative of a Virginia-licensed asbestos analytical laboratory, (vii)
one shall be a representative of an asbestos, lead, or renovation training program, (viii) one shall be a member of the
Board for Contractors, (ix) three shall be Virginia-licensed home inspectors, and (x) two shall be citizen members. After
the initial staggering of terms, the terms of members of the Board shall be four years, except that vacancies may be filled
for the remainder of the unexpired term. The home inspector and renovation contractor members appointed to the Board
shall have practiced as a home inspector and a renovation contractor, respectively, for at least five consecutive years
immediately prior to appointment.
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The Board shall meet at least once each year and other such times as it deems necessary. The Board shall elect from its
membership a chairman and a vice-chairman to serve for a period of one year. The Board is vested with the powers and
duties necessary to execute the purposes of this chapter.

1993, c. 660; 1994, cc. 185, 911; 1996, cc. 180, 846; 1997, c. 885; 2001, c. 723; 2009, cc. 358, 819; 2012, cc. 522, 803,
835; 2016, cc. 161, 436; 2022, cc. 576, 577.

§ 54.1-501. Powers and duties of the Board

The Board shall administer and enforce this chapter. The Board shall:

1. Promulgate regulations necessary to carry out the requirements of this chapter in accordance with the provisions of the
Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.) to include but not be limited to the prescription of fees, procedures, and
qualifications for the issuance and renewal of asbestos, lead, and renovation licenses, and governing conflicts of interest
among various categories of asbestos, lead, and renovation licenses;

2. Approve the criteria for accredited asbestos training programs, accredited lead training programs, accredited
renovation training programs, training managers, and principal instructors;

3. Approve accredited asbestos training programs, accredited lead training programs, accredited renovation training
programs, examinations and the grading system for testing applicants for asbestos, lead, and renovation licensure;

4. Promulgate regulations governing the licensing of and establishing performance criteria applicable to asbestos
analytical laboratories;

5. Promulgate regulations governing the functions and duties of project monitors on asbestos projects, circumstances in
which project monitors shall be required for asbestos projects, and training requirements for project monitors;

6. Promulgate, in accordance with the Administrative Process Act, regulations necessary to establish procedures and
requirements for the: (i) approval of accredited lead training programs, (ii) licensure of individuals and firms to engage
in lead-based paint activities, and (iii) establishment of standards for performing lead-based paint activities consistent
with the Residential Lead-based Paint Hazard Reduction Act and United States Environmental Protection Agency
regulations. If the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has adopted, prior to the promulgation of any
related regulations by the Board, any final regulations relating to lead-based paint activities, then the related regulations
of the Board shall not be more stringent than the EPA regulations in effect as of the date of such promulgation. In
addition, if the EPA shall have outstanding any proposed regulations relating to lead-based paint activities (other than as
amendments to existing EPA regulations), as of the date of promulgation of any related regulations by the Board, then
the related regulations of the Board shall not be more stringent than the proposed EPA regulations. In the event that the
EPA shall adopt any final regulations subsequent to the promulgation by the Board of related regulations, then the Board
shall, as soon as practicable, amend its existing regulations so as to be not more stringent than such EPA regulations;

7. Promulgate regulations for the licensing of home inspectors not inconsistent with this chapter regarding the
professional qualifications of home inspectors applicants, the requirements necessary for passing home inspectors
examinations, the proper conduct of its examinations, the proper conduct of the home inspectors licensed by the Board,
and the proper discharge of its duties; and

8. Promulgate, in accordance with the Administrative Process Act, regulations necessary to establish procedures and
requirements for the (i) approval of accredited renovation training programs, (ii) licensure of individuals and firms to
engage in renovation, and (iii) establishment of standards for performing renovation consistent with the Residential
Lead-based Paint Hazard Reduction Act and United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulations. Such
regulations of the Board shall be consistent with the EPA Lead Renovation, Repair, and Painting Program final rule.

1987, c. 579, § 54-145.5; 1988, c. 765; 1989, c. 397; 1990, cc. 49, 73, 823; 1991, c. 45; 1992, c. 477; 1993, cc. 499, 660;
1994, cc. 185, 911; 1995, cc. 543, 585; 1996, cc. 180, 846; 1997, cc. 649, 885; 1998, c. 739; 2001, c. 723; 2009, cc. 358,
819; 2012, cc. 803, 835; 2016, cc. 161, 436.

§ 54.1-501.1. Applicability
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The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to any employer, or any employees of such employer, regulated by the
federal Occupational Safety and Health Act, and under the enforcement authority of the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration.

1992, c. 52.

§ 54.1-502. Interdepartmental implementation plan

The Board, in conjunction with the Departments of General Services, Health, Labor and Industry, Education, and
Environmental Quality, shall develop a plan for the implementation of this chapter which specifies the duties of each
agency.

1987, c. 579, § 54-145.6; 1988, cc. 765, 802; 1989, c. 397; 1990, cc. 73, 823; 1993, c. 660.

§ 54.1-503. Licenses required

A. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not have an asbestos contractor's license to contract with another person,
for compensation, to carry out an asbestos project or to perform any work on an asbestos project. It shall be unlawful for
any person who does not have an asbestos project designer's license to develop an asbestos project design. It shall be
unlawful for any person who does not have an asbestos inspector's license to conduct an asbestos inspection. It shall be
unlawful for any person who does not have an asbestos management planner's license to develop an asbestos
management plan. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not have a license as an asbestos project monitor to act
as project monitor on an asbestos project.

B. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not possess a valid asbestos analytical laboratory license issued by the
Board to communicate the findings of an analysis, verbally or in writing, for a fee, performed on material known or
suspected to contain asbestos for the purpose of determining the presence or absence of asbestos.

C. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not possess a license as a lead contractor to contract with another person
to perform lead abatement activities or to perform any lead abatement activity or work on a lead abatement project. It
shall be unlawful for any person who does not possess a lead supervisor's license to act as a lead supervisor on a lead
abatement project. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not possess a lead worker's license to act as a lead
worker on a lead abatement project. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not possess a lead project designer's
license to develop a lead project design. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not possess a lead inspector's
license to conduct a lead inspection. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not possess a lead risk assessor's
license to conduct a lead risk assessment. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not possess a lead inspector's or
lead risk assessor's license to conduct lead abatement clearance testing.

D. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not possess a license as a renovation contractor to perform renovation. It
shall be unlawful for any person who does not possess a renovator's license to perform or direct others to perform
renovation. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not possess a dust sampling technician's license to perform dust
clearance sampling.

E. It shall be unlawful for any individual who does not possess a license as a home inspector issued by the Board to
perform a home inspection for compensation on a residential building. It shall be unlawful for any individual who does
not possess a home inspector license with the new residential structure endorsement to conduct a home inspection for
compensation on any new residential structure. For purposes of this chapter, "new residential structure" means a
residential structure for which the first conveyance of record title to a purchaser has not occurred, or of which a
purchaser has not taken possession, whichever occurs later.

1987, c. 579, § 54-145.7; 1988, cc. 765, 802; 1989, c. 397; 1990, c. 73; 1993, c. 660; 1994, cc. 185, 911; 1995, cc. 543,
585; 1996, cc. 180, 846; 1997, cc. 560, 885; 1998, c. 739; 2004, c. 133; 2009, c. 819; 2015, c. 411; 2016, cc. 161, 436.

§ 54.1-504. Asbestos supervisor's or worker's license required; exception

After July 1, 1988, it shall be unlawful for an individual who does not have an asbestos supervisor's license or worker's
license to work on an asbestos project. No asbestos supervisor's license or worker's license shall be required for a
supervisor or worker in the installation, maintenance, repair or removal of asbestos-containing roofing, flooring or siding
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material, provided that such supervisor or worker shall satisfy any training requirements promulgated by the Board
pursuant to § 54.1-501.

1987, c. 579, § 54-145.8; 1988, c. 765; 1989, c. 397; 1993, c. 660.

§ 54.1-504.1. Notices for handling asbestos

The Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation shall include with every asbestos worker's license a notice,
in English and Spanish, containing a summary of the basic worker safety procedures regarding the handling of asbestos
and information on how to file a complaint with the Virginia Board for Asbestos, Lead, and Home Inspectors.

2016, c. 252.

§ 54.1-505. Qualification for an asbestos contractor's license

To qualify for an asbestos contractor's license, an applicant shall:

1. Except as provided in § 54.1-504, ensure that each of his employees or agents who will come into contact with
asbestos or who will be responsible for an asbestos project is licensed as an asbestos supervisor or worker; and

2. Demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Board that the applicant and his employees or agents are familiar with and are
capable of complying fully with all applicable requirements, procedures and standards of the United States
Environmental Protection Agency, the United States Occupational Safety and Health Administration, the Department of
Labor and Industry, and the State Air Pollution Control Board covering any part of an asbestos project.

1987, c. 579, § 54-145.9; 1988, cc. 765, 802; 1989, c. 397; 1993, c. 660; 1996, cc. 180, 846.

§ 54.1-506. Repealed

Repealed by Acts 1993, c. 660.

§ 54.1-507. Repealed

Repealed by Acts 1992, c. 477.

§§ 54.1-508, 54.1-509. Repealed

Repealed by Acts 1993, c. 660.

§ 54.1-510. Repealed

Repealed by Acts 1988, c. 802.

§ 54.1-511. Repealed

Repealed by Acts 1993, c. 660.

§ 54.1-512. Exemptions from licensure

A. In an emergency, the Board may, at its discretion, waive the requirement for asbestos contractor's, supervisor's and
worker's licenses.

B. Any employer, and any employee of such employer, who conducts an asbestos project on premises owned or leased
by such employer shall be exempt from licensure.

C. Notwithstanding the provisions of the Virginia Tort Claims Act (§ 8.01-195.1 et seq.), neither the Commonwealth nor
any agency or employee of the Commonwealth shall be subject to any liability as the result of a determination made by
the Board hereunder.
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D. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as requiring the licensure of a contractor who contracts to undertake a
project, a portion of which constitutes an asbestos or lead abatement project or renovation, if all of the asbestos or lead
abatement work or renovation is subcontracted to a person licensed to perform such work in accordance with the
provisions of this chapter.

E. This chapter shall not apply to any person who performs lead-based paint activities within residences which they own,
unless the residence is occupied by a person or persons other than the owner or the owner's immediate family while these
activities are being conducted or a child is residing in the property and has been identified as having an elevated blood-
lead level.

F. This chapter shall not apply to renovations of owner-occupied housing constructed before 1978, provided the person
performing renovations obtains a statement signed by the owner providing that (i) no child under the age of six or
pregnant woman resides in the structure, (ii) the residence is not a child-occupied facility, and (iii) the owner
acknowledges that renovations may not include all of the lead-safe work practices contained in the EPA Lead
Renovation, Repair, and Painting Program final rule.

G. This chapter shall not apply to any person who performs renovations on (i) housing constructed after January 1, 1978,
(ii) housing for the elderly or persons with disabilities, unless a child under the age of six resides or is expected to reside
in the structure, or (iii) a structure that does not have bedrooms.

1987, c. 579, § 54-145.10:6; 1988, cc. 765, 807; 1989, c. 397; 1993, c. 660; 1996, cc. 180, 846; 1998, c. 739; 2009, c.
819.

§ 54.1-513. Repealed

Repealed by Acts 1998, c. 739.

§ 54.1-514. Award of contracts by state agencies and political subdivisions

A state agency or a political subdivision shall not award a contract in connection with an asbestos project to a person
who does not hold an asbestos contractor's, inspector's, management planner's or project designer's license at the time the
bid is submitted unless the general contractor to whom the contract is awarded will be contractually committed to have
all asbestos related work performed by its own subcontractors who are appropriately licensed as asbestos contractors,
inspectors, management planners or project designers pursuant to this chapter.

1987, c. 579, § 54-145.10:8; 1988, cc. 765, 802; 1989, c. 397; 1990, c. 105; 1996, cc. 180, 846.

§ 54.1-515. Employer discrimination; penalty

Any employer who discriminates against or otherwise penalizes an employee who complains to or cooperates with the
Board or any other governmental agency in administering this chapter is subject to the penalties in § 54.1-517.

1987, c. 579, § 54-145.10:9; 1988, c. 765; 1993, cc. 499, 660.

§ 54.1-516. Disciplinary actions

A. The Board may reprimand, fine, suspend or revoke (i) the license of a lead contractor, lead inspector, lead risk
assessor, lead project designer, lead supervisor, lead worker, asbestos contractor, asbestos supervisor, asbestos inspector,
asbestos analytical laboratory, asbestos management planner, asbestos project designer, asbestos project monitor,
asbestos worker, renovator, dust sampling technician, renovation contractor, or home inspector or (ii) the approval of an
accredited asbestos training program, accredited lead training program, accredited renovation training program, training
manager or principal instructor, if the licensee or approved person or program:

1. Fraudulently or deceptively obtains or attempts to obtain a license or approval;

2. Fails at any time to meet the qualifications for a license or approval or to comply with the requirements of this chapter
or any regulation adopted by the Board; or
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3. Fails to meet any applicable federal or state standard when performing an asbestos project or service, performing lead-
based paint activities, or performing renovations.

B. The Board may reprimand, fine, suspend or revoke the license of (i) any asbestos contractor who employs or permits
an individual without an asbestos supervisor's or worker's license to work on an asbestos project, (ii) any lead contractor
who employs or permits an individual without a lead supervisor's or lead worker's license to work on a lead abatement
project, or (iii) any renovation contractor who employs or permits an individual without a renovator's license to perform
or to direct others who perform renovations.

C. The Board may reprimand, fine, suspend or revoke the license of a home inspector.

1987, c. 579, § 54-145.10:10; 1988, cc. 765, 802; 1989, c. 397; 1990, c. 823; 1993, c. 660; 1994, cc. 185, 911; 1996, cc.
180, 846; 1997, c. 885; 1998, c. 739; 2001, c. 723; 2009, cc. 358, 819; 2012, cc. 803, 835; 2016, cc. 161, 436.

§ 54.1-516.1. Summary suspension of licenses or approvals; allegations to be in writing

The Board may suspend the license or the approval of any (i) accredited training program, (ii) training manager or (iii)
principal instructor of any person holding a license issued by it without a hearing simultaneously with the institution of
proceedings for a hearing or an informal fact finding conference, if the relevant board finds that there is a substantial
danger to the public health or safety that warrants this action. The Board may meet by telephone conference call when
summarily suspending a license or the approval of an accredited training program, training manager or principal
instructor if a good faith effort to assemble a quorum of the Board has failed and, in the judgment of a majority of the
members of the Board, the continued practice by the licensee or approved individual or training program constitutes a
substantial danger to the public health or safety. Institution of proceedings for a hearing or an informal fact finding
conference shall be provided simultaneously with the summary suspension. Such hearing or conference shall be
scheduled within a reasonable time of the date of the summary suspension. Allegations of violations of this section shall
be made in accordance with § 54.1-307.1.

2004, c. 222.

§ 54.1-517. Penalties for willful violations

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any person who willfully violates any provision of this chapter or any
regulation related to licensure or training adopted pursuant to this chapter shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor for
the first two violations and a Class 6 felony for a third and each subsequent violation within a three-year period.

In addition, licensed asbestos contractors, asbestos supervisors, asbestos inspectors, asbestos management planners,
asbestos project designers, asbestos project monitors, asbestos analytical laboratories and asbestos workers, lead
contractors, lead inspectors, lead risk assessors, lead project designers, lead supervisors, lead workers, renovators, dust
sampling technicians, renovation contractors, and accredited asbestos training programs, accredited lead training
programs, accredited renovator training programs, training managers or principal instructors may be assessed a civil
penalty by the Board of not more than $1,000 for an initial violation and $5,000 for each subsequent violation within a
three-year period arising from a willful violation of standards established by the Environmental Protection Agency,
Occupational Safety and Health Administration, Department of Labor and Industry, or the Divisions of Air Pollution
Control and Waste Management of the Department of Environmental Quality in a three-year period.

1987, c. 579, § 54-145.10:11; 1988, cc. 765, 802; 1989, c. 397; 1990, c. 823; 1993, c. 660; 1994, cc. 185, 911; 1996, cc.
180, 846; 1997, c. 885; 1998, c. 739; 2009, c. 819.

Article 2. Home Inspectors

§ 54.1-517.1. Repealed

Repealed by Acts cc. 161 and 436, cl. 2, effective July 1, 2017.

§ 54.1-517.2. Requirements for licensure
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A. The Board shall issue a license to practice as a home inspector in the Commonwealth to:

1. An individual who holds an unexpired certificate as a home inspector issued prior to June 30, 2017; or

2. An applicant who has successfully:

a. Completed the educational requirements as required by the Board;

b. Completed the experience requirements as required by the Board; and

c. Passed the examination approved by the Board.

B. The Board shall issue a license with the new residential structure endorsement to any applicant who completes a
training module developed by the Board in conjunction with the Department of Housing and Community Development
based on the International Residential Code component of the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code.

2001, c. 723; 2015, c. 411; 2016, cc. 161, 436.

§ 54.1-517.2:1. Home inspection; required statement related to the presence of yellow shaded corrugated
stainless steel tubing

A. As used in this section:

"Bonding" means connecting metallic systems to establish electrical continuity and conductivity.

"Corrugated stainless steel tubing" or "CSST" means a flexible stainless steel pipe used to supply natural gas or propane
in residential, commercial, and industrial structures.

"Grounding" means connecting to the ground or to a conductive body that extends to ground connection.

B. If a home inspector observes the presence of any shade of yellow corrugated stainless steel tubing during a home
inspection in a home that was built prior to the adoption of the 2006 Virginia Construction Code, effective May 1, 2008,
he shall include that observation in the report along with the following statement: "Manufacturers believe that this
product is safer if properly bonded and grounded as required by the manufacturer's installation instructions. Proper
bonding and grounding of the product should be determined by a contractor licensed to perform the work in the
Commonwealth of Virginia."

2017, c. 805.

Article 3. Mold Inspectors and Remediators

§§ 54.1-517.3 through 54.1-517.5. Repealed

Repealed by Acts 2012, cc. 803 and 835, cl. 56.

The chapters of the acts of assembly referenced in the historical citation at the end of this section(s) may not
constitute a comprehensive list of such chapters and may exclude chapters whose provisions have expired.
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SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT CHANGES 
 
Included in this document are relevant excerpts from the Virginia Administrative Code. Please note that the 
Virginia Board for Asbestos, Lead, and Home Inspectors is responsible for promulgating regulations in 
accordance with the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.), and the Virginia Code Commission is 
responsible for compiling and codifying all of the administrative regulations of state agencies into the 
Virginia Administrative Code. 

 
It is your responsibility to stay informed and follow all regulations and statutes governing your profession or 
occupation. As a regulant of the Board, you should read and become familiar with all regulations applicable 
to your profession or occupation. You can stay informed of regulatory actions that may result in changes to 
the regulations at Virginia Regulatory Town Hall (www.townhall.virginia.gov). 

 
This document is a complete, edited (unofficial) copy of the Virginia Asbestos Licensing Regulations 
(18VAC15-20). Please refer to the Virginia Administrative Code for an official copy of the regulations 
applicable to your profession or occupation. You can access the Virginia Administrative Code online at 
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode. 

 

The following is a brief summary of the significant changes to the Virginia Asbestos Licensing Regulations 
effective April 1, 2021. 
 

 License renewal and late renewal fees for licenses are temporarily reduced.  For licenses expiring after 
February 1, 2021, and before February 1, 2023, the renewal fee is $25 for individual asbestos licenses 
(worker, supervisor, inspector, management planner, project designer, and project monitor); $40 for 
asbestos analytical laboratory licenses and branch offices; $30 for asbestos contractor licenses; and $40 
for accredited asbestos training program approvals.  For late renewals received after March 1, 2021, and 
on or before February 28, 2023, the late renewal fee is $60 for individual asbestos license; $75 for 
asbestos analytical laboratory licenses and branch offices; $65 for asbestos contractor licenses; and $75 
for accredited asbestos training program approvals.
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 
This booklet contains the information you will need to obtain your asbestos license.  The law that governs 
your profession is found in Chapter 5 (§ 54.1-500 et seq.) of Title 54.1 of the Code of Virginia.  That law 
permits the board to issue regulations that tell you more about what is expected of you in your profession. 
This booklet contains a copy of the regulations that you will need to know and with which you must 
comply in order to obtain and retain your license. 

 
BE SURE TO READ AND UNDERSTAND THE STANDARDS OF CONDUCT AND PRACTICE.  
FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THESE STANDARDS COULD RESULT IN A MONETARY 
PENALTY, THE LOSS OF YOUR LICENSE, OR OTHER DISCIPLINARY ACTION. 

 
It is the goal of the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation to provide you with the information 
you need to comply with the law and regulations.  If you have a question and cannot find the answer to it in this 
document, please write to: 

 
Virginia Board for Asbestos, Lead, and Home Inspectors 
Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation 
9960 Mayland Drive, Suite 400 
Richmond, VA 23233 
 

or call the Agency at (804) 367-8595 or e-mail ALHI@dpor.virginia.gov. 
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PART I. 
 

SCOPE 
 
18VAC15-20-10. Scope. 

 
The purpose of this section is to identify persons, as defined in 18VAC15-20-20, who need to be licensed. 

 
Asbestos Contractor's License: Required for firms that contract with another person, for 
compensation, to carry out an asbestos abatement project that exceeds 10 linear or 10 square feet. 

 
Asbestos Worker's License: Required for individuals who remove or otherwise engage in an 
asbestos project.* 

 
Asbestos Supervisor's License: Required for individuals who supervise an asbestos abatement 
project. The Commonwealth of Virginia National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air 
Pollutants (NESHAP) Program recognizes the "competent person" as an individual licensed under 
this classification.* 

 
Asbestos Inspector's License: Required for individuals who inspect buildings to identify asbestos- 
containing material.* 

 
Asbestos Management Planner's License: Required for individuals who prepare or update an 
asbestos management plan.* 

 
Asbestos Project Monitor's License: Required for individuals who act as a project monitor on 
asbestos abatement sites. 

 
Asbestos Analytical Laboratory License: Required for firms serving as laboratories that analyze air 
or bulk samples for the presence of asbestos by polarized light microscopy (PLM), phase contrast 
microscopy (PCM), or transmission electron microscopy (TEM).  A laboratory that has multiple 
locations shall obtain an asbestos analytical laboratory license for the main office, and submit the 
remaining offices as branch offices in accordance with this chapter. 

 
Asbestos Project Designer's License: Required for individuals who prepare or update an asbestos 
abatement project design, specifications for asbestos abatement projects, and addenda to the 
specifications.* 

 
Accredited Asbestos Training Program: Approval from the board is required for those who offer 
asbestos training programs to individuals seeking licensure as an asbestos worker, supervisor, 
inspector, management planner, project monitor or project designer. 

 

*Employees who conduct asbestos response actions, inspections, prepare management plans or 
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project designs for their employer, on property owned or leased by the employer, are exempt from 
Virginia asbestos licensure; however, they are required to meet all OSHA and EPA training 
requirements. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 1.1, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002; 
Volume 35, Issue 20, eff. September 1, 2019. 
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PART II.  

DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL 

18VAC15-20-20. Definitions. 
 
The following words and terms when used in this chapter shall have the following meanings unless the 
context clearly indicates otherwise: 

 
"AAR" means the Asbestos Analysts Registry program offered by the AIHA Registry Programs.  

"AAT" means Asbestos Analyst Testing. 

"Accredited asbestos training program" means a training program that has been approved by the 
board to provide training for individuals to engage in asbestos abatement, conduct asbestos 
inspections, prepare management plans, prepare project designs or act as a project monitor. 

 
"Accredited asbestos training provider" means a firm or individual who has been approved by the 
board to offer an accredited asbestos training program. 

 
"AHERA" means Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act, 40 CFR Part 763, Subpart E.  

"AIHA" means American Industrial Hygiene Association. 

"Approval letter" means a written notice confirming the firm or individual applicant's licensure or 
accreditation by the board. 

 
"Asbestos" means the asbestiform varieties of actinolite, amosite, anthophyllite, chrysotile, 
crocidolite, and tremolite. 

 
"Asbestos Analytical Laboratory License" means an authorization issued by the board to perform 
phase contrast, polarized light, or transmission electron microscopy on material known or 
suspected to contain asbestos. 

 
"Asbestos-containing material" or "ACM" means any material or product which contains more 
than 1.0% asbestos or such percentage as established by EPA final rule. 

 
"Asbestos contractor" means any person who has met the board's requirements and has been 
issued an asbestos contractor's license by the board to enter into contracts to perform asbestos 
projects. 
 
"Asbestos Contractor's License" means an authorization issued by the board permitting a person to 
enter into contracts to perform an asbestos abatement project. 
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"Asbestos inspector" means any person who performs an inspection as defined in this chapter. 
 
"Asbestos Inspector's License" means an authorization issued by the board permitting a person to 
perform onsite investigations to identify, classify, record, sample, test and prioritize by exposure 
potential asbestos-containing materials. 
 
"Asbestos Management Plan" means a program designed to control or abate any potential risk to 
human health from asbestos. 
 
"Asbestos management planner" means any person preparing or updating a management plan.  
 
"Asbestos Management Planner's License" means an authorization issued by the board permitting 
a person to prepare or update an asbestos management plan. 

 
"Asbestos project" or "asbestos abatement project" means an activity involving job set-up for 
containment, removal, encapsulation, enclosure, encasement, renovation, repair, construction or 
alteration of asbestos-containing materials. An asbestos project or asbestos abatement project shall 
not include nonfriable asbestos-containing roofing, flooring and siding material which when 
installed, encapsulated or removed does not become friable. 
 
"Asbestos project design" means any descriptive form written as instructions or drafted as a plan 
describing the construction of an asbestos abatement area or site, response action or work practices 
to be utilized on the asbestos abatement project. 
 
"Asbestos project designer" means any person providing an asbestos project design or 
specifications for an asbestos abatement project. 

 
"Asbestos Project Designer's License" means an authorization issued by the board permitting a 
person to design an asbestos abatement project. 
 
"Asbestos project monitor" means any person hired by a building owner, lessee or his agent to 
monitor, inspect, provide visual clearance or clearance monitoring of an asbestos abatement 
project. 
 
"Asbestos Project Monitor's License" means an authorization issued by the board permitting a 
person to monitor an asbestos project, subject to board regulations. 
 
"Asbestos supervisor" means any person so designated by an asbestos contractor who provides 
onsite supervision and direction to the workers engaged in asbestos projects. 
 
"Asbestos Supervisor's License" means an authorization issued by the board permitting an 
individual to supervise and work on an asbestos project. 

 
"Asbestos worker" means any person who engages in an asbestos abatement project. 
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"Asbestos Worker's License" means an authorization issued by the board permitting an individual 
to work on an asbestos project. 
 
"ASHARA" means Asbestos School Hazard Abatement Reauthorization Act, 40 CFR Part 763, 
Subpart E. 
 
"BAPAT" means the Bulk Asbestos Proficiency Analytical Testing Program of the 
AIHA Proficiency Analytical Testing Programs. 
 
"Board" means the Virginia Board for Asbestos, Lead, and Home Inspectors.  
 
"Department" means the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation. 
 
"Direct supervision" means a licensed or accredited inspector, management planner, project 
monitor or project designer, who undertakes to supervise the activities of an unlicensed inspector, 
management planner, project monitor or project designer, shall be physically present on the 
premises at all times while any unlicensed inspector, management planner, project monitor or 
project designer under his supervision is engaged in the activities of an inspector, management 
planner, project monitor or project designer. 
 
"Director" means the Director of the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation.  
 

"Employee" means all persons in the service of another under any contract of hire, express or 
implied, oral or written. 
 
"Encapsulation" means the treatment of asbestos-containing material (ACM) with a material that 
surrounds or embeds asbestos fibers in an adhesive matrix to prevent the release of fibers, as the 
encapsulant creates a membrane over the surface (bridging encapsulant) or penetrates the material 
and binds its components together (penetrating encapsulant). 

 
"Encasement" means any process by which an asbestos-containing material (ACM) is sprayed 
with an insulating sealer which is then mechanically fastened to the asbestos covered substrate. 
The insulating sealer is then covered with a sealer to give structural strength and durability. 
 
"Enclosure" means the construction or installation over or around the asbestos-containing material 
(ACM) of any leak tight solid or flexible coverings, which will not deteriorate or decompose for an 
extended period of time, so as to conceal the ACM, contain ACM fibers, and render the ACM 
inaccessible. 

 
"Environmental remediation activity" means any activity planned or carried out for the purpose of 
reducing or eliminating any environmental hazard, including activities necessary to train 
individuals in the proper or lawful conduct of such activities, which are regulated by federal or 
state law or regulation. 
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"EPA" means U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 
 
"Financial interest" means financial benefit accruing to an individual or to a member of his 
immediate family. Such interest shall exist by reason of (i) ownership in a business if the 
ownership exceeds 3.0% of the total equity of the business; (ii) annual gross income that exceeds, 
or may be reasonably anticipated to exceed $1,000 from ownership in real or personal property or 
a business; (iii) salary, other compensation, fringe benefits, or benefits from the use of property, or 
any combination of it, paid or provided by a business that exceeds or may be reasonably expected 
to exceed $1,000 annually; (iv) ownership of real or personal property if the interest exceeds 
$1,000 in value and excluding ownership in business, income, salary, other compensation, fringe 
benefits or benefits from the use of property. 
 
"Firm" means any company, partnership, corporation, sole proprietorship, association, or other 
business entity. 

 
"Friable" means that the material when dry, may be crumbled, pulverized or reduced to powder by 
hand pressure and includes previously nonfriable material after such previously nonfriable material 
becomes damaged to the extent that when dry it may be crumbled, pulverized, or reduced to 
powder by hand pressure. 
 
"Guest instructor" means an instructor who is invited to instruct a specific topic or topics in an 
accredited asbestos training program and whose instruction is limited to two hours per day. 

 
"Hands-on experience" means the physical participation of students in an asbestos training 
program. The physical participation includes mock sampling and inspection techniques, report 
preparation, writing project specifications, glovebag demonstrations and containment construction. 
 
"IHLAP" means the Industrial Hygiene Laboratory Accreditation Program of the AIHA 
Laboratory Accreditation Programs, LLC. 
 
"IHPAT" means the Industrial Hygiene Proficiency Analytical Testing Program of the AIHA 
Proficiency Analytical Testing Programs, LLC. 
 
"Immediate family" means (i) a spouse, (ii) a sibling or step sibling, (iii) a parent or step parent, 
(iv) children or step children, or (v) any other person residing in the same household as the 
individual. 

 
"Inspection" means an activity undertaken to determine the presence or location, or to access the 
condition of, friable or nonfriable asbestos-containing material (ACM) or suspected ACM, 
whether by visual or physical examination, or by collecting samples of such material. This term 
includes reinspections of friable and nonfriable known or assumed ACM that has been previously 
identified. The term does not include the following: 
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1. Periodic surveillance of the type described in 40 CFR 763.92(b) solely for the 
purpose of recording or reporting a change in the condition of known or assumed 
ACM; 

 

2. Inspections performed by employees or agents of federal, state, or local 
governments solely for the purpose of determining compliance with applicable 
statutes or regulations; or 

 
3. Visual inspections solely for the purpose of determining completion of response 

actions. 
 
"Instructor" means a person who instructs one or more accredited asbestos training programs, to 
include the principal instructor, but excluding guest instructors. 
 
"Licensee" means any person, as “person” is defined by § 54.1-500 of the Code of Virginia, who 
has been issued and holds a currently valid license as an asbestos worker, asbestos supervisor, 
asbestos inspector, asbestos management planner, asbestos project designer, asbestos project 
monitor or asbestos contractor under this chapter. 

 
"NIOSH" means National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health.  

"NIST" means National Institute of Standards and Technology.  

"NVLAP" means the Asbestos Fiber Analysis Program of the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology National Voluntary Laboratory Accreditation Program. 
 
"Occupied" means any area of any building designed or intended for human occupancy for any 
purpose. 

 
"OSHA" means the U.S. Department of Labor Occupational Safety and Health Administration. 

 
"OSHA Class III Work" means repair and maintenance operations where asbestos-containing 
material (ACM), including thermal system insulation and surfacing material, is likely to be 
disturbed. 

 
"PAT" means proficiency analytical testing.  

"PCM" means phase contrast microscopy. 

"Person" means a firm, individual, or any other entity. 
 

"PLM" means polarized light microscopy. 
 

"Preliminary review" means a review conducted by the department following the submission of 
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training materials to ascertain if the proposed asbestos training program meets the standards 
established by this chapter. 

 

"Principal instructor" means an instructor whose main responsibility is to instruct accredited 
asbestos training programs, supervise other instructors, and manage the overall asbestos training 
program curriculum. 

 
"Removal" means the physical removal of asbestos-containing material (ACM) in accordance with 
all applicable regulations. 

 
"Renovation" means altering in any way, one or more facility components. 

 
"Repair" means returning damaged asbestos-containing material (ACM) to an undamaged 
condition or to an intact state so as to prevent fiber release. 

 
"Residential buildings" means site-built homes, modular homes, condominium units, mobile 
homes, manufactured housing, and duplexes, or other multi-unit dwellings consisting of four units 
or fewer that are currently in use or intended for use only for residential purposes. 

 
"Response action" means any method, including removal, encapsulation, enclosure, encasement, 
or operation and maintenance, that protects human health and the environment from friable 
asbestos-containing material. 

 
"Responsible individual" means the employee, officer, manager, owner, or principal of the firm 
who shall be designated by each firm to ensure compliance with Chapter 5 (§ 54.1-500 et seq.) of 
Title 54.1 of the Code of Virginia and all regulations of the board and to receive communications 
and notices from the board that may affect the firm.  In the case of a sole proprietorship, the sole 
proprietor shall be the responsible individual. 
 
"Substantial change" means a change in overall asbestos training program, materials, principal 
instructors, training managers, directors, ownership, facilities, equipment, examinations, and 
certificates of completion. The addition of updated regulations, exam questions or news articles 
shall not be considered a substantial change. 

 
"TEM" means transmission electron microscopy. 

 
"Training manager" means the individual responsible for administering a training program and 
monitoring the performance of the instructors. 

 
"Visual inspection" means a process of looking for conditions that if not corrected during the 
asbestos abatement project, will lead to residual asbestos-containing dust or debris. Visual 
inspection includes examination of an asbestos abatement project area prior to clearance air 
monitoring for evidence that the project has been successfully completed as indicated by the 
absence of residue, dust and debris. 

 



9  

Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 2.1, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002; 
Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006; Volume 35, Issue 20, eff. September 1, 2019. 

 
18VAC15-20-21. Waiver of the requirements of this chapter. 

 
Except as required by law, the board may, in its reasonable discretion, waive any of the 
requirements of this chapter when in its judgment it finds that the waiver in no way lessens the 
protection provided by this chapter and Title 54.1 of the Code of Virginia to the public health, 
safety and welfare. The burden of proof that demonstrates continued public protection rests 
with the party requesting the waiver. Documents referenced are in effect as they existed as of 
the date the act or action has occurred. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-30. [Repealed] 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 3.1, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002; 
repealed, Virginia Register Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006. 
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PART III. 
 

ENTRY 
 
18VAC15-20-31. Application procedures. 

 
All applicants seeking licensure shall submit an application with the appropriate fee specified in 
18VAC15-20-52. Application shall be made on forms provided by the department. 

 
By signing the application or submitting it electronically to the department, the applicant certifies 
that he has read and understands the board's statutes and regulations. 

 
The receipt of an application and the deposit of fees by the board does not indicate approval by the 
board. 

 
The board may make further inquiries and investigations with respect to the applicant's 
qualifications to confirm or amplify information supplied. 

 
Applicants will be notified if their application is incomplete. Applicants who fail to complete the 
process within 12 months after the date the department receives the application shall submit a new 
application and fee. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006. 

 
18VAC15-20-32. Qualifications for licensure—individuals. 

 
A. General. Applicants shall meet all applicable entry requirements at the time application is 

made. 
 

B. Name. The applicant shall disclose his full legal name. 

C. Age. The applicant shall be at least 18 years old. 

D. Address. The applicant shall disclose a physical address. A post office box is only 
acceptable when a physical address is also provided. 

 
E. Specific entry requirements. 

 
1. Worker. Each individual applying for an initial asbestos worker license shall 

provide proof of successful completion of (i) an EPA/AHERA or board-approved 
initial accredited asbestos worker training program and all subsequent 
EPA/AHERA or board-approved accredited asbestos worker refresher training 
programs or (ii) an EPA/AHERA or board-approved initial accredited supervisor 
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training program and all subsequent EPA/AHERA or board-approved accredited asbestos 
supervisor refresher training programs. The training certificate must indicate that the 
training was taken within 12 months preceding the date the department receives the 
application. 

 
2. Supervisor. Each individual applying for an initial asbestos supervisor license shall provide 

proof of successful completion of an EPA/AHERA or board-approved initial accredited 
supervisor training program and all subsequent EPA/AHERA or board-approved accredited 
asbestos supervisor refresher training programs. The training certificate must indicate that 
the training was taken within 12 months preceding the date the department receives the 
application. 

 
3. Inspector. 

 
a. Each individual applying for an initial asbestos inspector license shall provide: 

 
(1) Proof of successful completion of an EPA/AHERA or board- approved 

initial accredited inspector training program and all subsequent 
EPA/AHERA or board-approved accredited asbestos inspector refresher 
training programs; and 

 
(2) Evidence of experience in performing asbestos inspections in buildings or 

industrial facilities, including collecting bulk samples, categorizing ACM, 
assessing ACM and preparing inspection reports. The amount of experience 
required is dependent on the applicant's formal education and is as follows: 

 
(a) An applicant with a bachelor's degree in engineering, architecture, 

industrial hygiene, physical science or a related field shall have at 
least six months' experience or have completed a minimum of five 
inspections; 

 
(b) An applicant with a two-year associate's degree in engineering, 

architecture, industrial hygiene, physical science or a related field 
shall have at least 12 months' experience or have completed a 
minimum of 10 inspections; or 

 
(c) An applicant with a high school diploma shall have at least 

24 months' experience or have completed a minimum of 15 
inspections. 

 

b. Experience may be obtained by: 
 

(1) Conducting asbestos inspections in jurisdictions outside of Virginia in 
accordance with all federal, state and local statutes. 

 



12  

(2) Conducting asbestos inspections under the direct supervision, as defined in 
this chapter, of a licensed inspector or EPA-accredited inspector where no 
license is required. All reports prepared by the unlicensed individual shall 
be signed by the licensed or EPA- accredited inspector in charge. The 
licensed or EPA-accredited inspector assumes responsibility for all 
sampling and reports prepared by the unlicensed individual. 

 
4. Management planner. 

 
a. Each individual applying for an initial asbestos management planner license shall 

provide: 
 

(1) Proof of successful completion of an EPA/AHERA or board- approved 
initial accredited management planner training program and all subsequent 
EPA/AHERA or board-approved accredited asbestos management planner 
refresher training programs; and 

 
(2) Evidence of experience evaluating inspection reports, selecting response 

actions, analyzing the cost of response actions, ranking response actions, 
preparing operations and maintenance plans and preparing management 
plans. The amount of experience required is dependent on the applicant's 
formal education and is as follows: 

 
(a) An applicant with a bachelor's degree in engineering, architecture, 

industrial hygiene, physical science or a related field shall have at 
least six months' experience or shall have completed a minimum of 
five management plans. 

 
(b) An applicant with a two-year associate's degree in engineering, 

architecture, industrial hygiene, physical science or a related 
field shall have at least 12 months' experience or shall have 
completed a minimum of 10 management plans. 

 
(c) An applicant with a high school diploma shall have at least 

24 months' experience or shall have completed a minimum of 15 
management plans. 

 

 
b. Experience may be obtained by: 

 
(1) Preparing management plans or conducting asbestos inspections in 

jurisdictions outside of Virginia in accordance with all federal, state and 
local statutes; or 

 
(2) Preparing management plans or conducting asbestos inspections under the 
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direct supervision, as defined in this chapter, of a licensed management 
planner or inspector, or EPA-accredited management planner or inspector 
where no license is required. All reports prepared by the unlicensed 
individual shall be signed by the licensed or EPA-accredited management 
planner or inspector in charge. The licensed or EPA-accredited management 
planner or inspector assumes responsibility for all sampling and reports 
prepared by the unlicensed individual. 

 
5. Project designer. 

 
a. Each individual applying for an initial asbestos project designer license shall 

provide: 
 

(1) Proof of successful completion of an EPA/AHERA or board- approved initial 
accredited project designer training program and all subsequent 
EPA/AHERA or board-approved accredited asbestos project designer 
refresher training programs; and 

 
(2) Evidence of experience in the preparation of project designs or project 

specifications. The amount of experience required is dependent on the 
applicant's formal education and is as follows: 

 
(a) An applicant with a bachelor's degree in engineering, architecture, 

industrial hygiene, physical science or a related field shall have six 
months' experience or shall have completed a minimum of five 
project designs. 

 
(b) An applicant with a two-year associate's degree in engineering, 

architecture, industrial hygiene, physical science or related field 
shall have 12 months' experience or shall have completed a 
minimum of 10 project designs. 

 

(c) An applicant with a high school diploma shall have at least 
24 months' experience or shall have completed a minimum of 15 
project designs. 

 
b. Experience may be obtained by: 

 
(1) Preparing asbestos project designs in jurisdictions outside of 

Virginia in accordance with all federal, state and local statutes. 
 

(2) Preparing asbestos project designs under the direct supervision, as defined 
in this chapter, of a licensed asbestos project designer, or EPA-accredited 
asbestos project designer where no license is required. All project designs 
prepared by the unlicensed individual shall be signed by the licensed EPA-
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accredited project designer in charge. The licensed or EPA-accredited 
project designer assumes responsibility for all project design reports 
prepared by the unlicensed individual. 

 
6. Project monitor. 

 
a. Each individual applying for an initial asbestos project monitor license shall provide: 

 
(1) Proof of (i) a current certification by EPA as an asbestos project designer or 

asbestos supervisor and successful completion of a board-approved asbestos 
project monitor training program of 16 hours, including the examination or 
(ii) successful completion of a board-approved asbestos project monitor 
training program of 40 hours, including examination. Only project monitor 
training programs that are board approved shall be accepted for meeting the 
training requirement; and 

 
(2) Evidence of 160 hours of experience in performing asbestos project 

monitoring through field work on project sites. This includes, but is not 
limited to, evaluating and monitoring asbestos work practices, collecting 
environmental asbestos air samples during abatement, performing visual 
inspections and taking final air samples to grant clearance for asbestos 
abatement projects. 

 
b. Experience may be obtained by: 

 
(1) Acting as an asbestos project monitor in jurisdictions outside of 

Virginia in accordance with all federal, state and local statutes. 
 

(2) Acting as an asbestos project monitor under the direct supervision, as defined 
in this chapter, of a licensed asbestos project monitor or an accredited 
asbestos project monitor where no license is required. All project monitoring 
reports prepared by the unlicensed individual shall be signed by the licensed 
or accredited project monitor in charge. The licensed or accredited project 
monitor assumes responsibility for all reports and documents prepared by the 
unlicensed individual. 

 
F. Experience and education verification. Each application for inspector, management 

planner, project monitor and project designer shall include a completed Experience 
Verification Form signed by a supervisor verifying the applicant's experience. In lieu of a 
verifying signature for experience, an applicant who is self employed may submit a copy 
of three completed inspections, management plans, project designs or project monitor 
reports, whichever is applicable. A letter from a supervisor verifying the experience may 
be submitted in lieu of the Experience Verification Form. If verification of a degree is 
required, the Education Verification Form shall be sent directly from the school to the 
department. 
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G. Conviction or guilt. The applicant shall not have been convicted or found guilty, regardless 

of adjudication, in any jurisdiction of any felony or of any misdemeanor involving lying, 
cheating or stealing or any violation while engaged in environmental remediation activity 
that resulted in the significant harm or the imminent and substantial threat of significant 
harm to human health or the environment, there being no appeal pending therefrom or the 
time of appeal having lapsed. Any plea of nolo contendre shall be considered a conviction 
for the purposes of this section. The record of conviction, finding or case decision shall be 
considered prima facie evidence of a conviction or finding of guilt. The board, at its 
discretion, may deny licensure or certification to any applicant in accordance with § 54.1- 
204 of the Code of Virginia. 

 
H. Standards of practice and conduct. Applicants shall be in compliance with the standards of 

practice and conduct set forth in 18VAC15-20-400 through 18VAC15-20-450 and 
18VAC455 through 18VAC15-20-459.1, as applicable at the time of application to the 
board, while the application is under review by the board, and at all times when the license 
is in effect. 

 
I. Standing. The applicant shall be in good standing in every jurisdiction where licensed and 

the applicant shall not have had a license that was suspended, revoked or surrendered in 
connection with any disciplinary action in any jurisdiction prior to applying for licensure in 
Virginia. The board, at its discretion, may deny licensure or certification to any applicant 
based on disciplinary action by any jurisdiction. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006. 

 
18VAC15-20-33. General qualifications for licensure: firms. 

 
A. Each firm applying for a license shall meet the requirements of this section. 

 
B. The applicant shall disclose the name under which the business entity conducts business 

and holds itself out to the public. The firm shall register trade or fictitious names, when 
applicable, with the State Corporation Commission in accordance with Chapter 5 (§ 59.1-
69 et seq.) of Title 59.1 of the Code of Virginia before submitting an application to the 
board. 

  
C. The applicant shall disclose the firm's mailing address and the firm's physical address. A 

post office box is only acceptable as a mailing address when a physical address is also 
provided. 

 
D. Applicants shall meet the additional requirements listed in this subsection for the firm's 

form of organization: 
 

1. Corporations. Applicants shall have been incorporated in the Commonwealth of 
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Virginia or, if a foreign corporation, shall have obtained a certificate of authority to 
conduct business in Virginia from the State Corporation Commission in accordance 
with requirements governing corporations pursuant to Title 13.1 of the Code of 
Virginia. Corporations shall be in good standing with the State Corporation 
Commission at the time of application to the board and at all times when the license 
is in effect. 

 
2. Limited liability companies. Applicants shall have obtained a certificate of 

organization in the Commonwealth of Virginia or, if a foreign limited liability 
company, shall have obtained a certificate of registration to do business in Virginia 
from the State Corporation Commission in accordance with requirements 
governing limited liability companies pursuant to Title 13.1 of the Code of 
Virginia. Companies shall be in good standing with the State Corporation 
Commission at the time of application to the board and at all times when the license 
is in effect. 

 
3. Partnerships. Applicants shall have a written partnership agreement. The 

partnership agreement shall state that asbestos abatement services of the 
partnership shall be under the direction and control of the appropriate asbestos 
abatement licensee. 

 
E. In accordance with § 54.1-204 of the Code of Virginia, the applicant shall disclose the 

following information about the firm and its owners, officers, managers, members, and 
directors, as applicable: 

 
1.  All felony convictions; 
 
2.  All misdemeanor convictions involving lying, cheating, or stealing; and 
 
3.  Any conviction resulting from engaging in environmental remediation activity that 

resulted in the significant harm or the imminent and substantial threat of significant 
harm to human health or the environment. 

 
Any plea of nolo contendre or finding of guilt, regardless of adjudication or deferred 
adjudication, shall be considered a conviction for the purposes of this section. The board, at 
its discretion, may deny licensure to any applicant in accordance with § 54.1-204 of the 
Code of Virginia. The applicant has the right to request further review of any such action by 
the board under the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq. of the Code of Virginia). 

 
F. The applicant shall report (i) the suspension, revocation, or surrender of a license, 

certification, or registration in connection with a disciplinary action by any jurisdiction 
and (ii) whether the firm, owners, officers, managers, members, or directors have been 
the subject of discipline in any jurisdiction prior to applying for licensure and while the 
application is under review by the board. The board, at its discretion, may deny licensure 
to an applicant based on disciplinary action by any jurisdiction. 
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G.  The board may deny the application of an applicant who is shown to have a substantial 

identity of interest with a person whose license or certificate has been revoked or not 
renewed by the board. A substantial identity of interest includes (i) a controlling financial 
interest by the individual or corporate principals of the person whose license or certificate 
has been revoked or has not been renewed or (ii) substantially identical owners, officers, 
managers, members, or directors, as applicable. 

 
H.  An applicant shall not knowingly make a materially false statement, submit falsified 

documents, or fail to disclose a material fact requested in connection with an application 
submitted to the board. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006; Errata 23:5 VA.R. 791 November 13, 2006; amended 
Volume 35, Issue 20, eff. September 1, 2019; Volume 36, Issue 15, eff. May 1, 2020. 

 
18VAC15-20-33.1. Qualifications for asbestos contractor license. 
 

In addition to the requirements of 18VAC15-20-33, each applicant for an asbestos contractor 
license shall hold a valid Virginia contractor license issued by the Virginia Board for Contractors 
with an asbestos contracting specialty and shall be in compliance with all other requirements found 
in Chapter 11 (§ 54.1-1100 et seq.) of Title 54.1 of the Code of Virginia governing the regulation of 
contractors. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 35, Issue 20, eff. September 1, 2019. 
 
18VAC15-20-33.2. Qualifications for asbestos analytical laboratory license. 
 

A. In addition to the requirements of 18VAC15-20-33, each applicant for an asbestos analytical 
laboratory license shall submit evidence of meeting the standards to perform one or more of 
PLM, PCM, or TEM analysis. 

 
1.  For PLM analysis, one of the following: 

 
a.  Current NVLAP accreditation demonstrated by submittal of a copy of the 

Certificate of Accreditation, Scope of Accreditation, and documentation of 
proficiency with the application; 

 
b.  The asbestos analytical laboratory is rated "proficient" in the BAPAT 

Program and maintains the training and quality control document such as is 
necessary to demonstrate competency in performing analysis; or  

 
c.  The asbestos analytical laboratory is accredited under the IHLAP and 

maintains the training and quality control documentation such as is necessary 
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to demonstrate competency. 
 

2.  For PCM analysis, each analyst shall have completed the NIOSH 582 or NIOSH 582 
Equivalency course. In addition, at least one of the following must be satisfied: 

 
a.  At fixed laboratory sites, one of the following qualifications must be met: 
 

(1)  The asbestos analytical laboratory is accredited under the IHLAP and 
maintains the training and quality control documentation such as is 
necessary to demonstrate competency; 

 
(2)  The asbestos analytical laboratory is rated "proficient" in the IHPAT 

Program and maintains the training and quality control document 
such as is necessary to demonstrate competency in performing 
analysis; or 

 
(3)  Each analyst is listed in the AAR and has a performance rating of 

"acceptable" for the most recent AAT round. 
 

b.  For onsite analysis, one of the following qualifications must be met: 
 

(1)  The asbestos analytical laboratory is rated "proficient" in the IHPAT 
Program and maintains the training and quality control document 
such as is necessary to demonstrate competency in performing onsite 
analysis for each onsite analyst; 

 
(2)  The asbestos analytical laboratory is accredited under the IHLAP and 

maintains compliance with the requirements of its accreditation, as 
well as the training and quality control document such as is necessary 
to demonstrate competency in performing onsite analysis for each 
onsite analyst; or 

 
(3)  Each analyst is listed in the AAR and has a performance rating of 

"acceptable" for the most recent AAT round. 
 

3.  For TEM analysis, a current accreditation by NVLAP to analyze asbestos airborne 
fibers using TEM. A copy of the NVLAP Certificate of Accreditation, Scope of 
Accreditation, and documentation of NVLAP proficiency shall be submitted with the 
application. 

 
B.  The applicant shall name a responsible individual for the asbestos analytical laboratory. 
 
C.  Any branch office of an asbestos analytical laboratory shall complete a branch office 
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application from the board. Each branch office shall name a resident responsible individual 
at each branch office. 

 
D.  The branch office application shall provide the information contained in subsection A of this 

section for the applicable branch office. 
 
E.  Any of the training and quality control documentation required to be maintained pursuant to 

this section shall be provided to the board upon request. 
 

Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 35, Issue 20, eff. September 1, 2019. 
 
18VAC15-20-34. Qualifications for accredited asbestos training program approval. 

 
A. Training programs desiring board approval shall meet the minimum requirements 

established in this chapter. Persons requesting approval as an accredited asbestos training 
program to prepare training program participants for licensure requirements shall submit 
an accredited asbestos Training Program Review and Audit Application with the following 
required information: 

 
1. Training provider's business name, physical address, mailing address, and phone 

number. 
 

2. Copies of approval letters issued by EPA or other states granting approval of 
asbestos training programs presented by the provider. 

 
3. Applicable fee specified in 18VAC15-20-52. 

 

4. The training program curriculum. 
 

5. A narrative explanation that states how the training program meets the 
requirements for approval in the following areas: 

 
a. Length of training in hours. 

 
b. Amount and type of hands-on training. 

 
c. Examinations (length, format and passing score).  
 
d. Topics covered in the training program. 
 
e. Assurances of test security and how exams are administered. 

 
6. A copy of all training program materials including, but not limited to, student 

manuals, instructor notebooks, handouts, and training aids. 
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7. A copy of the examination(s) used and applicable answer sheets. 

 
8. The names and qualifications, including education and experience, of each 

instructor and subject areas that each instructor will teach. 
 

9. A description of and an example of a certificate that will be issued to students 
who successfully complete the accredited asbestos training program. The 
certificate shall contain the information required by this chapter. 

 
10. A proposed training program date for auditing purposes. The proposed date will 

be confirmed or an alternate date will be proposed within 10 business days after 
receipt of a complete accredited asbestos training program submission and the 
required fee. 

 
B. A complete submission shall consist of all information required by this section. Receipt 

of application and deposit of fees by the department in no way indicates approval of a 
training program. 

 
C. A complete application shall be submitted to the department no less than 45 days prior to 

the requested audit date. 
 

D. Upon receipt of a completed application, a preliminary review will be conducted to 
ensure all written material and other documentation is accurate and up to date. If any 
deficiencies are noted, a letter will be sent to the applicant indicating the deficiencies and 
necessary steps to correct them. All deficiencies noted during the preliminary review 
shall be corrected prior to the on-site audit. 

 
E. Upon successful completion of the preliminary review, an on-site audit shall be conducted 

to complete the application process. If any deficiencies are noted during the audit, the 
training provider will be informed, either in writing or verbally, and offered an opportunity 
to correct them. Once the audit is complete and any deficiencies corrected, a letter of 
approval will be sent to the accredited asbestos training program. 

 
F. All accredited asbestos training programs approved by the board shall have a monitored, 

final written examination, except for asbestos workers needing an oral examination. The 
board recommends the examination include a practical component to test skill in asbestos 
abatement techniques. Students shall obtain a minimum examination grade of 70% correct. 
Records of the participant's examination shall be maintained in accordance with this 
chapter. 

 
G. Letters of approval for accredited asbestos training programs shall be maintained at the 

business address listed on the approval letter and made accessible to the public. Each 
provider of an approved accredited asbestos training program shall maintain all records at 
the business address. The required records shall be available for review upon demand by 
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the board or its representatives. 
 

Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006. 

 
18VAC15-20-40. [Repealed] 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 3.2, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002; 
repealed, Virginia Register Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006. 

 
18VAC15-20-50. [Repealed] 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 3.3, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 13, Issue 10, eff. April 1, 1997; 

Volume 16, Issue 11, eff. May 1, 2000; Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002; repealed, Virginia Register Volume 23, Issue 
3, eff. December 1, 2006. 
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PART IV. 
 

FEES 
 
18VAC15-20-51. General fee requirements. 

 
All fees are nonrefundable and shall not be prorated. The date on which the fee is received by the 
department or its agent will determine whether the fee is on time. Checks or money orders shall be 
made payable to the Treasurer of Virginia. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006. 

 
18VAC15-20-52. Application fees. 

 
Application fees are set out in this section. 

 
Fee Type Fee Amount When Due 
Application for worker, supervisor, inspector, 
management planner, project designer or project 
monitor license 

$80 With application 

Application for asbestos analytical laboratory license $120 With application 
Application for asbestos analytical laboratory branch 
office 

$100 With application 

Application for an asbestos contractor license $110 With application 
Application for accredited asbestos training program 
approval 

$500 per day of 
training 

With application 

 

Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006; amended, Volume 31, Issue 15, eff. May 1, 2015; 
Volume 35, Issue 20, eff. September 1, 2019. 

 
18VAC15-20-53. Renewal and late renewal fees. 

 
A. Renewal and late renewal fees are set out in this section.  

 
Fee Type Fee Amount When Due 
Renewal for worker, supervisor, inspector, 
management planner, project designer or project 
monitor license 

$45 With renewal 
application 

Renewal for asbestos analytical laboratory license $75 With renewal 
application 

Renewal for asbestos analytical laboratory branch 
office 

$55 With renewal 
application 
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Renewal for asbestos contractor's license $70 With renewal 
application 

Renewal for accredited asbestos training program 
approval 

$125 With renewal 
application 

Late renewal for worker, supervisor, inspector, 
management planner, project designer or project 
monitor license (includes a $35 late renewal fee in 
addition to the regular $45 renewal fee) 

$80 With renewal 
application 

Late renewal for asbestos analytical laboratory license 
(includes a $35 late renewal fee in addition to the 
regular $75 renewal fee) 

$110 With renewal 
application 

Late renewal for asbestos analytical laboratory branch 
office (includes $35 late renewal fee in addition to the 
regular $55 renewal fee) 

$90 With renewal 
application 

Late renewal for asbestos contractor's license 
(includes a $35 late renewal fee in addition to the 
regular $70 renewal fee) 

$105 With renewal 
application 

Late renewal for accredited asbestos training program 
approval (includes a $35 late renewal fee in addition 
to the regular $125 renewal fee) 

$160 With renewal 
application 

 
B. For licenses expiring after February 1, 2020, and before February 1, 2021, the renewal fees shall 
be as follows: 
 
Renewal for worker, supervisor, inspector, management planner, project 
designer, or project monitor license 

$40 

Renewal for asbestos analytical laboratory license $65 
Renewal for asbestos contractor's license $60 
Renewal for accredited asbestos training program approval $75 
 
For late renewals received after March 1, 2020, and on or before February 28, 2021, the late 
renewal fees shall be as follows: 
 
Late renewal for worker, supervisor, inspector, management planner, 
project designer, or project monitor license 

$75 

Late renewal for asbestos analytical laboratory license $100 
Late renewal for asbestos contractor's license $95 
Late renewal for accredited asbestos training program approval $110 

 
C. For licenses expiring after February 1, 2021, and before February 1, 2023, the renewal fees shall 
be as follows: 
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Renewal for worker, supervisor, inspector, management planner, project 
designer, or project monitor license 

$25 

Renewal for asbestos analytical laboratory license $40 
Renewal for asbestos analytical laboratory branch office $40 
Renewal for asbestos contractor's license $30 
Renewal for accredited asbestos training program approval $40 

 
For late renewals received after March 1, 2021, and on or before February 28, 2023, the late 
renewal fees shall be as follows: 
 
Late renewal for worker, supervisor, inspector, management planner, 
project designer, or project monitor license 

$60 

Late renewal for asbestos analytical laboratory license $75 
Late renewal for asbestos analytical laboratory branch office $75 
Late renewal for asbestos contractor's license $65 
Late renewal for accredited asbestos training program approval $75 
 

Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006; amended, Volume 31, Issue 15, eff. May 1, 2015; 
Volume 34, Issue 8, eff. February 1, 2018; Volume 35, Issue 20, eff. September 1, 2019; Volume 36, Issue 9, eff. February 1, 
2020; Volume 37, Issue 14, eff. April 1, 2021. 
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PART V. 
 

RENEWAL 
 
18VAC15-20-60. Renewal required. 

 
A. Each individual asbestos license issued under this chapter shall expire one year from the 

last day of the month in which it was issued. 
 

B. Each asbestos contractor and each asbestos analytical laboratory license issued under this 
chapter shall expire one year from the last day of the month in which it was issued. 

 
C. Each accredited asbestos training program shall expire 24 months from the last day of the 

month in which it was approved. 
 

D. A fee shall be required for renewal as specified in 18VAC15-20-53. 
 

Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 3.4, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002; 

Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006. 
 
18VAC15-20-70. Procedures for renewal. 

 
A. The department shall mail a renewal notice to each licensee and to each approved 

accredited asbestos training program at the last known address. The notice shall outline the 
procedures for renewal and the renewal fee amount. Failure to receive the notice shall not 
relieve the licensee or the approved accredited asbestos training program of the obligation 
to renew in a timely fashion. 

 
B. Prior to the expiration date shown on the license or approval letter, each licensed asbestos 

contractor and licensed asbestos analytical laboratory desiring to renew the license shall 
return the renewal notice together with the appropriate fee specified in 18VAC15-20-53 to 
the department. Should the licensee fail to receive the renewal notice, a copy of the current 
license may be submitted with the required fee. 

 
C. Prior to the expiration date shown on the individual's current license, the individual 

desiring to renew that license shall provide evidence of meeting the annual refresher 
training requirement for license renewal and the appropriate fee specified in 18VAC15-20- 
53. The board will accept any asbestos training programs that are approved by 
EPA/AHERA or the board. A copy of the training certificate documenting the successful 
completion of the refresher training for the license discipline being renewed and meeting 
the requirements outlined in this chapter shall accompany the renewal notice and fee. 
 

D. Prior to the expiration date shown on the approval letter, each accredited asbestos training 
program desiring to renew the approval shall return the renewal notice to the department 
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together with the following: 
 

1. Appropriate fee specified in 18VAC15-20-53. 
 

2. Any changes made to the training program. 
 
3. Dates on which the training material was last updated. 
 
4. Statement indicating that the training program continues to meet the regulation 

requirements established in this chapter. 
Should an approved accredited asbestos training program fail to receive the renewal 
notice, a letter indicating the desire to renew and the applicable fee may be 
submitted. 
 

E. Project monitors who also hold a valid Virginia asbestos supervisor or project designer 
license may meet the renewal training requirements by completing the supervisor refresher 
or project designer refresher, whichever is applicable. Project monitors who hold only a 
project monitor license shall complete an accredited asbestos project monitor refresher 
training program to meet the renewal training requirements. 

 
F. Annual refresher training certificates shall only be used once to renew an individual 

license. 
 
G. Each license and each accredited asbestos training program approval that is not renewed 

within 30 days of the expiration date on the license or approval shall be subject to late 
renewal fees as established in 18VAC15-20-53. 

 
H. Each license and each approved accredited asbestos training program not renewed within 

12 months after the expiration date shall not be renewed and the licensee or approved 
accredited asbestos training program shall apply for a new license or new approval. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 3.5, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002; 

Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006; Volume 31, Issue 15, eff. May 1, 2015. 
 
18VAC15-20-80 to 18VAC15-20-90. [Repealed] 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 §§ 3.6, 4.1, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002; repealed, Virginia Register Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006. 

 
18VAC15-20-100. [Repealed] 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 4.2, eff. September 1, 1994; repealed, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002. 
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18VAC15-20-101 to 18VAC15-20-110. [Repealed] 
 

Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002 or from VR137-01-02 § 5.1, eff. September 1, 1994; 
amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002; repealed, Virginia Register Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. 

December 1, 2006. 

 

18VAC15-20-120 to 18VAC15-20-140. [Repealed] 
 

Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 §§ 5.2 to 5.4, eff. September 1, 1994; repealed, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 
2, 2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-150. [Repealed] 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 5.5, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002; 
repealed, Virginia Register Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006. 

 
18VAC15-20-160 to 18VAC15-20-240. [Repealed] 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 5.6, eff. September 1, 1994; repealed, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-250 to 18VAC15-20-251. [Repealed] 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 8.1, eff. September 1, 1994; derived from or amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. 
January 2, 2002; repealed, Virginia Register Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006. 

 
18VAC15-20-260. [Repealed] 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 9.1, eff. September 1, 1994; repealed, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-270 to 18VAC15-20-271. [Repealed] 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 9.2, eff. September 1, 1994; derived from or amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. 
January 2, 2002; repealed, Virginia Register Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006. 

 
18VAC15-20-280. [Repealed] 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 10.1, eff. September 1, 1994, repealed, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-290 to 18VAC15-20-291. [Repealed] 
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Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 10.2, eff. September 1, 1994; derived or amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. 
January 2, 2002; repealed, Virginia Register Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006. 

 

18VAC15-20-300 to 18VAC15-20-320. [Repealed] 
 

Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 §§ 11.1 to 11.3, eff. September 1, 1994; repealed, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. 
January 2, 2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-330 to 18VAC15-20-332. [Repealed] 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 11.4, eff. September 1, 1994; derived from or amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. 
January 2, 2002; repealed, Virginia Register Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006. 

 
18VAC15-20-340 to 18VAC15-20-360. [Repealed] 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 §§ 12.1 to 12.3, eff. September 1, 1994; repealed, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. 
January 2, 2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-361. [Repealed] 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002; repealed, Virginia Register Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. 
December 1, 2006. 

 
18VAC15-20-370 to 18VAC15-20-390. [Repealed] 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 §§ 12.4 to 12.6, eff. September 1, 1994; repealed, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. 

January 2, 2002. 
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PART VI. 
 

GENERAL STANDARDS OF PRACTICE AND CONDUCT 
 
18VAC15-20-400. Responsibility to the public. 

 
The primary obligation of the licensee is to the public. If the licensee's judgment is overruled 
under circumstances when the safety, health, property and welfare of the public are endangered, 
the licensee shall inform the employer or client of the possible consequences and notify 
appropriate authorities if the situation is not resolved. The licensee shall take such action only 
when his authority to correct a problem has been ignored or overruled. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 13.1, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002; Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006. 

 
18VAC15-20-410. Public statements. 

 
A. The licensee shall be truthful in all matters relating to the performance of asbestos 

abatement or asbestos consulting services. 
 

B. When serving as an expert or technical witness, the licensee shall express an opinion only 
when it is based on an adequate knowledge of the facts in issue and on a background of 
technical competence in the subject matter. Except when appearing as an expert witness in 
court or an administrative proceeding when the parties are represented by counsel, the 
licensee shall issue no statements, reports, criticisms, or arguments on matters relating to 
practices which are inspired or paid for by an interested party or parties, unless one has 
prefaced the comment by disclosing the identities of the party or parties on whose behalf 
the licensee is speaking, and by revealing any self-interest. 

 
C. Licensees or applicants shall not knowingly make a materially false statement, submit 

falsified documents or fail to disclose a material fact requested in connection with an 
application submitted to the board by any individual or business entity for licensure or 
renewal. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 13.2, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002; Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006. 

 
18VAC15-20-420. Solicitation of work. 

 
In the course of soliciting work: 

 
1. The licensee shall not bribe. 
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2. The licensee shall not falsify or permit misrepresentation of the licensee's work or 
an associate's academic or professional qualifications, nor shall the licensee 
misrepresent the degree of responsibility for prior assignments. 

 
3. Materials used in the solicitation of employment shall not misrepresent facts 

concerning employers, employees, associates, joint ventures or past 
accomplishments of any kind. 

 
4. Materials used in the solicitation of services shall not misrepresent facts of 

approval, federal, or state requirements. 
 

Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 13.3, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002; Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006. 

 
18VAC15-20-430. Professional responsibility. 

 
A. The licensee or accredited asbestos training provider shall, upon request or demand, 

produce to the board, or any of its representatives, any plan, document, book, record or 
copy of it in his possession concerning a transaction covered by this chapter, and shall 
cooperate in the investigation of a complaint filed with the board against a licensee or 
accredited asbestos training provider. 

 
B. A licensee or accredited asbestos training provider shall not use the design, plans or work 

of another licensee or accredited asbestos training provider without the original 
professional's knowledge and consent and after consent, a thorough review to the extent 
that full responsibility shall be assumed by the user. 

 
C. Accredited asbestos training providers shall admit board representatives for the purpose of 

conducting an on-site audit, or any other purpose necessary to evaluate compliance with 
this chapter and other applicable laws and regulations. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 13.4, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002; Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006. 

 

18VAC15-20-440. Good standing in other jurisdictions. 
 

A. Licensees, accredited asbestos training providers, training managers, or principal 
instructors who perform project monitoring, project design, inspections, management 
planning, asbestos abatement training, asbestos contracting or supervisor work in other 
jurisdictions shall be in good standing in every jurisdiction where licensed, certified, or 
approved and shall not have had a license, certification or approval suspended, revoked or 
surrendered in connection with a disciplinary action. 

 
B. Licensees, accredited asbestos training providers, training managers, or principal instructors 
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shall notify the board in writing no later than 10 days after the final disciplinary action 
taken by another jurisdiction against their license or other approval to conduct asbestos 
abatement activities. 

 
C. Licensees, accredited asbestos training providers, training managers, or principal 

instructors may be subject to disciplinary action or removal of an asbestos training 
program accreditation for disciplinary actions taken by another jurisdiction. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 13.5, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002; Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006. 

 
18VAC15-20-450. Grounds for disciplinary action. 

 
A. The board shall have the authority to fine any licensee or accredited asbestos training 

program, accredited asbestos training provider or instructor, and to deny renewal, suspend, 
revoke or deny application for any license or approval as an accredited asbestos training 
program, accredited asbestos training provider or instructor provided for under Chapter 5 (§ 
54.1-500 et seq.) of Title 54.1 of the Code of Virginia for: 

 
1. Violating or inducing another person to violate any of the provisions of Chapter 1, 

2, 3, or 5 of Title 54.1 of the Code of Virginia, or any of the provisions of this 
chapter. 

 
2. Obtaining a license, approval as an accredited asbestos training program, approval 

as an accredited asbestos training provider or approval as an instructor through 
fraudulent means. 

 
3. Altering or falsifying a Virginia Asbestos License or a training certificate from an 

accredited asbestos training program. 
 

4. Violating any provision of AHERA or ASHARA, or any federal or state regulation 
pertinent to asbestos activity. 

 

5. Having been found guilty by the board, an administrative body, or by a court of any 
misrepresentation in the course of performing his asbestos-related operating duties. 

 
6. Subject to the provisions of § 54.1-204 of the Code of Virginia, having been 

convicted or found guilty, regardless of adjudication in any jurisdiction of the 
United States, of any felony or of any misdemeanor involving lying, cheating, or 
stealing, or of any violation while engaged in environmental remediation activity, 
which resulted in the significant harm or the imminent and substantial threat of 
significant harm to human health or the environment there being no appeal pending 
therefrom or the time for appeal having elapsed. Any plea of nolo contendere shall 
be considered a conviction for the purposes of this chapter. A certified copy of the 
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final order, decree or case decision by a court or regulatory agency with lawful 
authority to issue such order, decree or case decision shall be admissible as prima 
facie evidence of such conviction or discipline. 

 
7. Failing to notify the board in writing within 30 days of pleading guilty or nolo 

contendere or being convicted or found guilty of any felony or of any misdemeanor 
involving lying, cheating, or stealing or of any violation while engaged in 
environmental remediation activity which resulted in the significant harm or the 
imminent and substantial threat of significant harm to human health or the 
environment. 

 
8. Negligence, or a continued pattern of incompetence, in the practice of the discipline in 

which the asbestos license is held. 
 

9. Failing or neglecting to send any information or documentation that was requested by 
the board or its representatives. 

 
10. Refusing to allow state or federal representatives access to any area of an abatement 

site for the purpose of lawful compliance inspections. 
 

11. Failing to notify the board in writing within 30 days after any change in address or 
name. 

 
12. Acting as or being an ostensible licensee for undisclosed persons who do or will 

control or direct, directly or indirectly, the operations of the licensee's business. 
 
Any unlawful act or violation of any provision of Chapter 5 (§ 54.1-500 et seq.) of Title 
54.1 of the Code of Virginia or of the regulations of the board by any asbestos supervisor 
or asbestos worker may be cause for disciplinary action against the asbestos contractor for 
whom he works if it appears to the satisfaction of the board that the asbestos contractor 
knew or should have known of the unlawful act or violation. 

 
B. Any individual or firm whose license, approval as an accredited asbestos training program, 

or approval as an accredited asbestos training provider is revoked under this section shall 
not be eligible to reapply for a period of one year from the effective date of the final order 
of revocation. The individual or firm shall meet all education, experience and training 
requirements, complete the application and submit the required fee for consideration as a 
new applicant. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 13.6, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002; Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006. 
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PART VII. 
 

STANDARDS OF PRACTICE AND CONDUCT FOR ASBESTOS CONTRACTORS 
 
18VAC15-20-451. Asbestos contractor responsibilities. 

 
A. Licensed asbestos contractors shall comply with all requirements, procedures, standards and 

regulations covering any part of an asbestos project established by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, the U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Administration, the Virginia 
Department of Labor and Industry, and the Divisions of Air Pollution and Waste 
Management of the Department of Environmental Quality (§ 54.1-517 of the Code of 
Virginia). 

 
B. Licensed asbestos contractors shall comply with the requirements found in § 54.1-1100 of 

the Code of Virginia governing the regulation of general contractors. 
 

C. A licensed asbestos contractor shall employ only licensed asbestos supervisors and 
workers to perform work on any asbestos project. 

 
D. A licensed asbestos contractor shall ensure that a licensed asbestos supervisor is present at 

each job site while an asbestos project is in progress. 
 

E. Prior to the start of any asbestos project, the licensed asbestos contractor shall: 
 

1. Notify the building or property owner or agent of the owner that a licensed project 
monitor is required in accordance with the provisions of 18VAC15-20-455.1 and 
18VAC15-20-456 to determine that proper work practices are used and compliance 
with all asbestos laws and regulations is maintained, to collect environmental air 
samples during the asbestos project, to perform visual inspections of the work area, 
and to grant final clearance upon completion of the asbestos project. 

 
2. Obtain a written acknowledgment from the owner or agent of the owner that the 

owner or agent of the owner has been notified of the requirement to secure the 
services of a licensed asbestos project monitor. Such acknowledgment must include 
the address of the building where the asbestos project is to take place; the date the 
work is to be performed; the name, address, and license number of the licensed 
asbestos contractor performing the work; and evidence that the building or property 
owner or agent of the owner has received the notification. The initial notification 
and acknowledgment shall be sufficient for the term of multiple-project service 
contracts. 

 
3. Conflict of interest situations and relationships between asbestos contractors and 

asbestos project monitors are set forth in subdivision 2 of 18VAC15-20-453. 
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Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002; amended, Virginia Register Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. 
December 1, 2006; Volume 24, Issue 17, eff. August 1, 2008. 

 
18VAC15-20-452. Maintenance of licensing and training records at the asbestos job site. 

 
A. The asbestos contractor shall be responsible for maintaining at each job site a list of each 

licensed worker and supervisor, or copy of the licenses of each asbestos worker and 
supervisor. This list shall include the current license numbers and the license expiration 
dates of those workers and supervisors. This section does not relieve the contractor of any 
specific AHERA and ASHARA requirements concerning training certificates. 

 
B. A licensed asbestos contractor shall maintain a copy of its Virginia asbestos contractor 

license on each job site. 
 

C. Records maintained at the job site shall be available for review by the Department of Labor 
and Industry, the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation, and all other 
agencies having authorization to inspect an asbestos job site. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-453. Conflict of interest. 

 
The following situations and relationships between license categories are deemed to represent a 
conflict of interest and are prohibited. 

 
1. It is a conflict of interest and a violation of this chapter for an asbestos contractor to 

have an employee/employer relationship with, or financial interest in, a laboratory 
utilized by the contractor for asbestos sample analysis. Laboratories owned by the 
building owner performing analysis on suspect asbestos samples taken from the 
building owners' property are exempt from this section. 

 
2. It is a conflict of interest and a violation of this chapter for an asbestos contractor to 

have an employee/employer relationship with an asbestos project monitor working 
on an asbestos project performed by that asbestos contractor. An asbestos 
contractor shall not have any financial interests in the firm of which a project 
monitor is an employee and provides project monitoring services for that 
contractor. This section does not relieve a contractor of the OSHA personal 
monitoring requirements set forth in 29 CFR 1926.1101. 

 
3. It is a conflict of interest and a violation of this chapter for an asbestos contractor to 

enter into a contract to perform an asbestos project if the asbestos inspection or 
 

project design was performed by individuals with an employer/employee 
relationship with, or financial interest in, the asbestos contractor, unless the asbestos 
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contractor provides the building owner with the Virginia Asbestos Licensing 
Consumer Information Sheet and the Virginia Asbestos Licensing Inspector/Project 
Designer/Contractor Disclosure Form as prescribed by the department. The asbestos 
contractor's relationship with the asbestos inspector or project designer on the 
project shall be disclosed. The disclosure form shall be signed and dated by the 
licensed contractor and submitted as part of the bid. The disclosure form shall be 
kept on the asbestos project site and available for review. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002; amended, Virginia Register Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. 
December 1, 2006. 

 
18VAC15-20-454. Transfer of asbestos contractor license. 

 
Asbestos contractor licenses are issued to firms as defined in this chapter and are not 
transferable.  Whenever the legal firm holding the license is dissolved or altered to form a new 
firm, the original license becomes void and shall be returned to the board within 30 days of the 
change.  Additionally, the new firm shall apply for a new license, on a form provided by the 
board, within 30 days of the change in the firm.  Such changes include: 

 
1.  Death of a sole proprietor; 
 
2.  Death or withdrawal of a general partner in a general partnership or the managing 

partner in a limited partnership;  
 
3.  Termination or cancellation of a corporation or limited liability company; and 
 
4.  Conversion, formation, or dissolution of a corporation, a limited liability 

company, or an association or any other firm recognized under the laws of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002; amended Volume 35, Issue 20, eff. September 1, 2019. 
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PART VIII. 
 

STANDARDS OF PRACTICE AND CONDUCT FOR ASBESTOS PROJECT MONITORS 
 
18VAC15-20-455. Duties and functions. 

 
The duties and functions of a project monitor include, but are not limited to, observing and 
monitoring the activities of an asbestos abatement contractor on asbestos projects to determine that 
proper work practices are used and compliance with all asbestos laws and regulations is 
maintained, collecting environmental air samples during the asbestos project, performing visual 
inspections of the work area and granting final clearance upon completion of the asbestos project. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-455.1. Abatement projects that require a project monitor. 

 
A project monitor is required on: 

 
1. Asbestos projects performed in buildings that are occupied or intended to be 

occupied upon completion of the asbestos project exceeding 260 linear feet or 160 
square feet or 35 cubic feet of asbestos-containing material; or 

 
2. Whenever the building or property owner deems it necessary to monitor asbestos 

projects. 
 

Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-456. Responsibilities. 

 
A. Asbestos project monitors shall conduct inspections of the contractor's work practices and 

inspections of the containment. 
 

B. Asbestos project monitors shall be present on the job site each day response actions are 
being conducted or in accordance with the owner-approved contractual agreement with the 
project monitor, shall perform the duties and functions established in 18VAC15-20-455, 
and shall maintain a daily log of all work performed. The daily log shall include inspection 
reports, air sampling data, type of work performed by the contractor, problems encountered 
and corrective action taken. 

 
C. Asbestos project monitors shall take final air samples on all abatement projects, except for 

abatement projects in residential buildings. 
 

D. The asbestos project monitor shall include, prior to reoccupancy, the air sample report on 
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the employing asbestos analytical laboratory's letterhead in the final clearance report. Such 
report shall include the licensed asbestos project monitor's signature. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002; amended, Virginia Register Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. 
December 1, 2006; Volume 35, Issue 20, eff. September 1, 2019. 

 

18VAC15-20-456.1. Onsite analysis by project monitors. 
 

Project monitors who analyze PCM air samples on site shall (i) be employed by a licensed asbestos 
analytical laboratory, (ii) have completed the NIOSH 582 or NIOSH 582 Equivalency Course, and 
(iii) satisfy one of the following: 
 

1.  The project monitor is listed in the AAR and rated "acceptable" for the most recent 
AAT round; 

 
2.  The licensed asbestos analytical laboratory employing the project monitor is rated 

as "proficient" in the IHPAT Program and maintains training and quality control 
documentation necessary to demonstrate competency in performing onsite 
analysis; or 

 
3.  The licensed asbestos analytical laboratory employing the project monitor is 

accredited under the IHLAP, remains in compliance with accreditation 
requirements, and maintains training and quality control documentation necessary 
to demonstrate competency in performing onsite analysis. 

 
Historical Notes 

Derived from Virginia Register Volume 35, Issue 20, eff. September 1, 2019. 
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PART IX. 
 

STANDARDS OF PRACTICE AND CONDUCT FOR ASBESTOS PROJECT DESIGNERS 
 
18VAC15-20-457. Duties and functions. 

 
The duties and functions of a project designer include, but are not limited to, preparing an asbestos 
abatement project design, specifications for asbestos abatement projects and addenda to abatement 
specifications. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-458. Responsibilities. 

 
The project design shall include, but is not limited to: 

 
1. Scope of work. 

 
2. Order of work. 

 
3. Work methods and practices to be used. 

 
4. Number and type of final air samples to be taken. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002. 
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PART X. 
 

STANDARDS OF PRACTICE AND CONDUCT FOR ASBESTOS INSPECTORS AND 
MANAGEMENT PLANNERS 

 
18VAC15-20-459. Duties and functions. 

 
A. The duties and functions of an asbestos inspector include, but are not limited to, 

determining the presence and location of friable and nonfriable ACM, determining the 
condition of ACM, and sampling suspect ACM. 

 
B. The duties and functions of an asbestos management planner include, but are not limited 

to, preparing management plans to effectively manage ACM that will remain in the 
building. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-459.1. Responsibilities. 

 
A. Asbestos inspectors shall conduct all asbestos inspections in accordance with 40 CFR 

763.86. 
 

B. Asbestos inspectors shall prepare a written inspection report following an asbestos 
inspection. The report shall contain, but is not limited to: 

 
1. Inspector's name and license number. 

 
2. Location of all samples taken. 

 
3. Location and type of all ACM and assumed ACM. 

 
4. Assessment of all ACM and assumed ACM. 

 
5. Copy of the laboratory report. 

 
C. Asbestos management planners shall prepare all management plans in accordance with 40 

CFR 763.88. 
 
Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002. 
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PART XI. 
 
STANDARDS OF PRACTICE AND CONDUCT FOR ASBESTOS ANALYTICAL LABORATORIES 
 
18VAC15-20-459.2. General. 

 
Asbestos analytical laboratories shall comply with all requirements, procedures, standards and 
regulations covering all aspects of asbestos analytical services as established by this chapter. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-459.3. Responsibilities. 

 
A. Each asbestos analytical laboratory using PLM to analyze bulk suspect material for the 

presence of asbestos shall analyze the material in accordance with EPA 600/R-93/116 
Method of Determination of Bulk Asbestos or the NIOSH method 9002. 

 
B. Each asbestos analytical laboratory using PCM to analyze air samples for the presence of 

airborne fibers shall use the method outlined in Appendix A of OSHA's 1926.1101 
regulation or shall use the most recent version of NIOSH's 7400 method. 

 
C. Each asbestos analytical laboratory using TEM to analyze air samples for the presence of 

airborne asbestos fibers shall use the method outlined in Appendix A to Subpart E of 40 
CFR Part 763 or shall use the most recent version of NIOSH's 7402 method. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-459.4. Change of status. 

 
A. The licensee shall notify the department within 10 days of any changes to the resident 

responsible individual for each laboratory location. 
 

B. The licensee shall notify the board within 10 business days upon the loss of accreditation 
or proficiency rating by NVLAP, IHLAP, or IHPAT by any laboratory location.  The 
asbestos analytical laboratory shall notify the board if an employed analyst or project 
monitor performing asbestos laboratory analysis is removed from the AAR. 

 
C. The licensee shall notify the board, in writing, if the type of analysis it will undertake is 

different from the type of analysis for which the initial license was issued. The licensee 
shall submit a new application or branch office application, as applicable, reflecting the 
changes and submit evidence of meeting the qualifications required by this chapter to 
perform the analysis. The licensee must receive approval from the board prior to 
performing the analysis.  No additional fees are required to amend type of analysis 
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performed by the analytical laboratory licensee. 
 

D.  The licensee shall notify the department within 10 days of any changes in the laboratory 
location. 

 
E.  Asbestos analytical laboratory licenses are issued to firms as defined in this chapter and are 

not transferable.  Whenever the legal firm holding the license is dissolved or altered to form 
a new firm, the original license becomes void and shall be returned to the board within 30 
days of the change. Additionally, the new firm shall apply for a new license, on a form 
provided by the board, within 30 days of the change in the firm. Such changes include: 

 
1.  Death of a sole proprietor; 
 
2.  Death or withdrawal of a general partner in a general partnership or the managing 

partner in a limited partnership;  
 
3.  Termination or cancellation of a corporation or limited liability company; and 
 
4.  Conversion, formation, or dissolution of a corporation, a limited liability company, 

or an association or any other firm recognized under the laws of the Commonwealth 
of Virginia.  

 

Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002; amended Volume 35, Issue 20, eff. September 1, 2019. 

 
18VAC15-20-459.5. License. 

 
A. The transfer of an asbestos analytical laboratory license is prohibited. Whenever there is 

any change in the controlling interest of the legal entity licensed, a new license is required. 
 

B. A copy of the current asbestos analytical laboratory license will be on site at all times 
where analysis is performed, including project sites. The license shall be available for 
review by the department. 

 
C. The board shall require asbestos analytical laboratories that wish to become or to remain 

licensed in the Commonwealth to conform to any future additional standards or regulations 
set forth by the EPA or accrediting entity. 

 
D. The licensee shall permit the board to conduct periodic on-site inspections and evaluations 

of licensed asbestos analytical laboratory facilities. The inspections shall include, but not 
be limited to, equipment, procedure and protocol records, training and accreditation 
documentation and any other program evaluation results on file. Prior notice of such 
inspections is not required. 

 
Historical Notes 
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Derived from Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002. 
 
18VAC15-20-459.6 to 18VAC15-20-459.15. [Repealed] 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002; repealed, Virginia Register Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. 
December 1, 2006. 

 
18VAC15-20-460. [Repealed] 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 14.1, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002; repealed, Virginia Register Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006. 
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PART XII. 
 
ACCREDITED ASBESTOS TRAINING PROGRAM STANDARDS OF PRACTICE AND CONDUCT 
 
18VAC15-20-461. Changes to an approved accredited asbestos training program. 

 
Once an accredited asbestos training program has been approved, prior to the continuation of the 
accredited asbestos training program, substantial changes in the information required by 
subdivisions 1 through 5 of this section shall be submitted to the board for review and approval. 
The board will state its approval or disapproval of the changes by mail. 

 
1. Training program curriculum. 

 
2. Training program examination. 

 
3. Training program materials. 

 
4. Principal instructors. 

 
5. Certificate of completion. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006. 

 
18VAC15-20-462. Transfer of approval of an accredited asbestos training program. 

 
The transfer of the approval of an accredited asbestos training program will require a review by 
the following procedure: 

 
1. The applicant for transfer shall submit an application to the department and 

materials for review to determine if substantial changes have been made to the 
program. All submissions shall be in accordance with subsections A, B and C of 
18VAC15-20-34. 

 
2. Receipt of applications and deposit of fees submitted does not indicate approval of 

the transfer. 
 

3. A review of the submitted materials shall be performed to determine if substantial 
changes have been made. A substantial change is defined as a change in training 
program materials, curriculum, principal instructors or facilities at the time of 
transfer of the accredited asbestos training program. A complete field audit may be 
conducted of any applicant believed to have made a substantial change. 

 

Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006. 
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18VAC15-20-463. Access by the department. 

 
Accredited asbestos training providers shall permit department representatives to attend, evaluate, 
and monitor any accredited asbestos training program. Prior notice of attendance by agency 
representatives is not required. All records are required to be available for review by department 
representatives. Records required to be maintained by the training provider shall be maintained at 
the physical location of the accredited asbestos training provider. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006. 

 
18VAC15-20-464. Withdrawal of approval of an accredited asbestos training program. 

 
A. The board may withdraw approval of any accredited asbestos training program for the 

following reasons: 
 

1. The school, instructors, or training programs no longer meet the standards 
established in this chapter. 

 
2. The board determines that the provider is not conducting the training in a manner 

that meets the requirements as set forth in this chapter. 

3. Suspension or revocation of training approval in another state or by the EPA. 

B. Decisions regarding withdrawal of approval shall be made by the board under the 
provisions of the Virginia Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq. of the Code of 
Virginia). 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006. 

 
18VAC15-20-470. Recordkeeping and provision of records to the board. 

 
A. The training manager shall notify the board no less than 48 hours prior to the start date of 

any accredited asbestos training program. 
 

B. The training manager shall provide an updated notification when an accredited asbestos 
training program will begin on a date other than the start date specified in the original 
notification as follows: 

 

1. For accredited asbestos training programs beginning prior to the start date 
provided to the board, an updated notification must be received by the 
board at least 48 hours before the new start date. 

 
2. For accredited asbestos training programs beginning after the start date 
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provided to the board, an updated notification must be received by the 
board at least 48 hours before the start date provided to the board. 

 
C. The training manager shall update the board of any change in location of an accredited 

asbestos training program at least 48 hours prior to the start date provided to the board. 
 

D. The training manager shall update the board regarding any accredited asbestos training 
program cancellations or any other change to the original notification at least 48 hours 
prior to the start date provided to the board. This requirement shall not apply to situations 
or circumstances beyond the control of the training provider. 

 
E. Each notification, including updates, shall include the following: 

 
1. Notification type (original, update, cancellation). 

 
2. Training program name, Virginia accreditation number, address, and 

telephone number. 
 

3. Course discipline, type (initial/refresher), and the language in which the 
instruction will be given. 

 
4. Dates and times of training. 

 
5. Training locations, telephone number, and address. 

 
6. Principal instructor's name. 

 
7. Training manager's name and signature. 

 
F. For all accredited asbestos training programs approved by the board, the training provider 

shall keep a training program participant list of all of the individuals attending the 
accredited asbestos training program. The training program participant list shall contain 
the following minimum information: 

 
1. Training program name, Virginia accreditation number, address, and 

telephone number. 
 

2. Course discipline and type (initial/refresher). 
 

3. Dates of training. 
 

4. Location of training program presentation. 
 

5. Each participant's name, address, social security number, course completion 
certificate number, and course test score. 
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6. Principal instructor's name. 

 
7. Training manager's name and signature. 

 
G. The training program participant list shall be completed by the training program principal 

instructor and training program participants daily. 
 

H. The training program participant list shall be retained by the training provider for three 
years following the date of completion of the training program. 

 
I. The training manager shall provide to the board the accredited asbestos training program 

participant list no later than 10 business days following the training program completion. 
 

J. Notifications and training program participant lists shall be submitted electronically in the 
manner established by the board specifically to receive this documentation using a sample 
form designed by and available from the board. Any variation upon this procedure shall be 
approved by the board prior to submission. 

 
K. The training provider shall retain all examinations completed by training program 

participants for a period of three years. 
 

L. The department shall not recognize training certificates from approved training providers 
that fail to notify or fail to provide a training program participant list. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 14.2, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002; Volume 23, Issue 3, eff. December 1, 2006; Volume 31, Issue 15, eff. May 1, 2015. 

 
18VAC15-20-480. Accredited asbestos training program outline and syllabus. 

 
A. Prior to the start of the accredited asbestos training program, the training provider shall 

prepare a course outline or syllabus. The outline shall contain the following minimum 
information: 

 
1. Training program title and length of training; 

 

2. Starting time of each day of training; 
 

3. Training program section, inclusive length of training time for each section and 
instructor for each program section; 

 
4. Scheduled breaks and inclusive length of breaks; 

 
5. Scheduled lunch break and inclusive length of break; 
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6. Scheduled hands-on training, a description of the training to be performed, length of 

training and name of the instructor or instructors; and 
 

7. Examination and inclusive length of examination time. 
 

B. The training provider shall disseminate the training program outline or syllabus to all 
training program participants. A copy of the training program outline shall be retained by 
the training provider for a period of three years following the completion of the training 
program. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 14.3, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-490. Certificates of completion. 

 
A. Following attendance of the accredited asbestos training program and successful completion 

of an examination by the training program participant, the training provider shall issue a 
Certificate of Completion to the training program participant. The certificate shall contain 
the following minimum information: 

 
1. Training provider's business name; 

 
2. Training provider's business address and phone number; 

 
3. Location of training; 

 
4. Typewritten or printed name of training program participant; 

 
5. Training program title and length of training in hours; 

 
6. Certificate number; 

 
7. Inclusive training program dates; 

 

8. Examination date; 
 

9. An expiration date one year after the date of completion of the accredited asbestos 
training program; 

 
10. For training programs covered under 40 CFR Part 763, Subpart E, Appendix C, a 

statement that the person receiving the certificate has completed the requisite 
training for asbestos accreditation under TSCA Title II; 
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11. Statement of attendance and successful completion of an examination by the 
training program participant; and 

 
12. Signature and typewritten or printed name of the accredited asbestos training 

program manager or administrator and principal instructor. The signature may be a 
printed facsimile. 

 
B. Changes to the Certificate of Completion shall be submitted to the board for review and 

approval prior to issuance to training program participants. 
 

Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 14.4, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-500. Training program materials: training program manuals; video instruction; 
training equipment. 

 
A. All training program participants shall be issued a training program manual for the 

asbestos training program. 
 

B. Use of video instruction is permitted as a method of instruction in an accredited asbestos 
training program, provided that videos are not the sole and primary source of instruction 
unless the videos are interactive. 

 
Videos shall be made available to the board, if requested, during an on-site audit or 
inspection. 

 
C. In no case will equipment utilized for display or part of hands-on training have been 

utilized on an asbestos abatement project site.  Equipment will be dedicated for training 
use only.  The training provider shall keep a listing of all equipment utilized for training on 
file.  The equipment list will contain the following minimum information: 

 
1. Equipment brand name; 

 
2. Equipment description; and 

 
3. A statement of how the equipment is to be utilized in the accredited asbestos 

training program.   
 

The dated equipment list will be updated as new equipment is added as part of an accredited 
asbestos training program and each list must be maintained for a period of three years. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 14.5, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 
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18VAC15-20-510. [Repealed] 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 14.6, eff. September 1, 1994; repealed, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-511. Instructor qualifications. 

 

A. An approved accredited asbestos training program shall employ a training manager who: 

  

1. 
 

Has a minimum of two years experience in teaching adults; or 

  

2. 
 

Has a minimum of three years experience in the asbestos abatement industry. 
 

B. 
 

An 
 

approved accredited asbestos training program shall use principal instructors who: 

  

1. 
 

Have a minimum of 24 hours of asbestos specific training; and 

  

2. 
 

Have a minimum of two years experience in the asbestos abatement industry, or 
have a minimum of two years' experience in teaching adults. 

 

C. Documentation of all instructor qualifications shall be reviewed and approved by the board 
prior to the instructor teaching in an accredited asbestos training program. 

 
D. Guest instructors are exempt from instructor qualifications and are limited to no more than 

two hours of training per day. 
 

Historical Notes 
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-520. Number of instructors required to provide training. 

 
A. The board strongly recommends a minimum of two instructors to teach an accredited 

asbestos initial worker training program. 
 

B. One instructor is adequate per accredited asbestos refresher training program. 
 

C. At least one instructor shall be in the classroom and available to the students at all times 
during the accredited asbestos training program. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 14.7, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002; Volume 31, Issue 15, eff. May 1, 2015. 
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18VAC15-20-530. Student to instructor ratios. 
 

A. Hands-on training means an evaluation that tests the trainee's ability to satisfactorily 
perform the work practices and procedures in this chapter and shall be overseen by the 
instructor at a ratio of no more than 10 students to one instructor. 

 
B. There shall be no more than three training program participants in any hands-on exercise, 

except for a hands-on exercise which involves building containments. 
 

Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 14.8, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-540. Distinct training disciplines. 

 
All initial and refresher accredited asbestos training programs shall be discipline specific. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 14.9, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 

 

18VAC15-20-550. Completion of training. 
 

The total hours of actual training for an initial training program, including examinations, shall be 
completed within a single two-week time frame, from start to finish. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 14.10, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 

 

18VAC15-20-560. Length of training. 
 

The following are the requirements for length of training for an accredited asbestos training 
program: 

 

1. In no case shall actual asbestos training exceed eight hours in a 24-hour period; 
 

2. Training given during evening hours (after 5 p.m. and before 8 a.m.) may not 
exceed four hours, except training that is conducted during the student's second or 
third shift of working hours; and 

 
3. Training performed on weekends (Friday after 5 p.m. to Monday 8 a.m.) may not 

exceed 16 hours. 
 

Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 14.11, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 
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18VAC15-20-570. Non-English speaking accredited asbestos training programs. 
 

All accredited asbestos training programs shall be taught in English. Accredited asbestos worker 
training programs are exempt from this section. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 14.12, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-580. Examinations. 

 
A. All accredited asbestos training programs shall contain an examination following the 

instructional portion of the accredited asbestos training program. This requirement shall 
apply to all accredited asbestos training programs regardless of training program location. 

 
B. Oral examinations, except for workers, are not permitted in an accredited asbestos training 

program. Trainers who provide worker oral examinations shall issue an answer sheet to be 
marked by the student. The student shall sign the answer sheet and it shall become a part of 
the training provider's required recordkeeping. 

 
C. Examinations in languages other than English are only permitted in accredited asbestos 

worker training programs. 
 

D. Examinations shall be given in the language of the accredited asbestos training program's 
instruction. 

 
E. Reexamination following unsuccessful completion of the examination is permitted. The 

reexamination shall be limited to one attempt to pass following the initial examination. If 
the participant fails to achieve a 70% passing score after the second attempt, the participant 
shall retake the accredited asbestos training program before he is permitted to take a retest. 
The training provider shall retain the examinations completed by the accredited asbestos 
training program participant in compliance with the recordkeeping requirements of this 
chapter. 

 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 14.13, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-590. Change of address, phone number or contact person. 

 
Providers of accredited asbestos training programs are required to notify the board in writing of 
changes of address, phone number or principal instructor within 30 business days after changes to 
any of these items. 

 
Historical Notes 
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Derived from VR137-01-02 § 14.14, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-600. Termination of training. 

 
When a training provider ceases to conduct any of its training programs, it shall notify the board in 
writing and give the board the opportunity to take possession of the provider's asbestos training 
records relating to such programs. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 14.15, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-610. EPA ASHARA compliance. 

 
All Virginia-approved accredited asbestos training programs shall be in compliance with all 
training and recordkeeping requirements established by the EPA Model Accreditation Plan, 40 
CFR Part 763, Subpart E. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 14.16, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-620 to 18VAC15-20-690. [Repealed] 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 §§ 15.1 to 15.8, eff. September 1, 1994; repealed, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. 
January 2, 2002. 
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PART XIII. 
 

ACCREDITED ASBESTOS TRAINING PROGRAM STANDARDS 
 
18VAC15-20-700. General. 

 
In all of the following accredited asbestos training program (training program) requirements, one 
day shall be equal to eight hours, inclusive of lunch and breaks. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 16.1, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-710. Worker training. 

 
Asbestos abatement workers shall complete at least a four-day (32 hours) training program as 
outlined below. All training programs shall be approved by the board. The accredited asbestos 
training program shall include lectures, demonstrations, at least 14 hours of hands-on training, a 
training program review, and an examination.  The training shall address the following topics: 

 
1. Physical characteristics of asbestos.  

a. Identification of asbestos. 
 
b. Aerodynamic characteristics. 

 
c. Typical uses and physical appearance. 

 
d. A summary of abatement control options. 

 
2. Potential health effects related to asbestos exposure.  

a. The nature of asbestos-related diseases. 
 
b. Routes of exposure, dose-response relationships and the lack of a safe 

exposure level. 
 

c. Synergism between cigarette smoking and asbestos exposure.  

d. Latency period for disease. 

3. Employee personal protective equipment. 
 

a. Classes and characteristics of respirator types. 
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b. Limitations of respirators and their proper selection, inspection, donning, use, 

maintenance, and storage procedures. 
 

c. Methods for field testing of the facepiece-to-face seal (positive and negative 
pressure fitting tests). 

 
d. Qualitative and quantitative fit testing procedures. 

 
e. Variability between field and laboratory protection factors. f.

 Factors that alter respirator fit (e.g., facial hair). 

g. The components of a proper respiratory protection program. 
 

h. Selection and use of personal protective clothing; use, storage, and handling of 
nondisposable clothing. 

 
i. Regulations covering personal protective equipment. 

 
4. State-of-the-art work practices. 

 
a. Asbestos abatement activities including descriptions of construction and 

maintenance of barriers and decontamination enclosure systems. 
 

b. Positioning of warning signs. 
 

c. Electrical and ventilation system lock-out. 
 

d. Working techniques for minimizing fiber release, use of wet methods, use of 
negative pressure ventilation equipment, use of high efficiency particulate air 
(HEPA) vacuums. 

 
e. Clean-up and disposal procedures. 

 
f. Work practices for removal, encapsulation, enclosure, and repair.  
 
g. Emergency procedures for sudden releases. 
 
h. Potential exposure situations, and transport and disposal procedures.  
 
i. Recommended and prohibited work practices. 

 

5. Personal hygiene. 
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a. Entry and exit procedures for the work area, use of showers, avoidance of 
eating, drinking, smoking, and chewing (gum or tobacco) in the work area. 

 
b. Potential exposures, including family exposure. 

 
6. Additional safety hazards. 

 
a. Hazards encountered during abatement activities and how to deal with 

them, including electrical hazards, heat stress, air contaminants other than 
asbestos, fire and explosion hazards. 

 
b. Scaffold and ladder hazards. 

c. Slips, trips and falls. 

d. Confined spaces. 
 

7. Medical monitoring. 
 

a. OSHA requirements for a pulmonary function test. 
 

b. Chest X-rays and a medical history for each employee. 
 

8. Air monitoring. 
 

a. Procedures to determine airborne concentrations of asbestos fibers. 
 

b. Focusing on how personal air sampling is performed and the reasons for it. 
 

9. Relevant federal, state and local regulatory requirements, procedures and standards, 
with particular attention directed at relevant EPA, OSHA, and state regulations 
concerning asbestos abatement workers and Department of Transportation 
regulations (49 CFR 172 Subpart H), with emphasis on packaging requirements 
and marking of containers of ACM waste. 

 
10. Establishment of respiratory protection programs. 

 
11. Training program review. A review of key aspects of the accredited asbestos 

training program. 
 

 
 

Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 16.2, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 
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18VAC15-20-720. Examinations: Asbestos abatement worker. 
 

Upon completion of an approved initial training program, a closed-book examination will be 
administered. Demonstration testing will also be permitted as part of the examination. Each 
examination shall cover the topics included in the training program. Persons who pass the 
examination and fulfill the training program requirements will receive a Certificate of Completion 
as specified in this chapter. The following are the requirements for an examination: 

 
1. Fifty multiple choice questions; and 

 
2. Passing score: 70% correct. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 16.3, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-730. Refresher training program. 

 
A. Accredited asbestos refresher training programs shall be one day (eight hours) for asbestos 

abatement workers. The training programs shall review federal and state regulations, 
discuss changes to the regulations, if applicable, and developments in state-of-the-art 
procedures. A review of the following topics from the initial accredited asbestos training 
program shall be included in the accredited asbestos worker refresher training program: 

 
1. Potential health effects related to asbestos exposure; 

 
2. Employee personal protective equipment; 

 
3. State-of-the-art work practices (with emphasis on work practices for removal, 

encapsulation, encasement, enclosure and repair and proper working techniques for 
minimizing fiber release, use of wet methods, use of negative pressure ventilation 
equipment and the use of high efficiency particulate air (HEPA) vacuums); 

 
4. Personal hygiene; and 

 
5. Additional safety hazards. 

 
B. A written closed-book examination shall be included in the refresher training program. The 

examination will consist of no fewer than 50 questions. The passing score will be 70% 
correct. Persons who pass the examination and fulfill the training program requirements 
will receive a Certificate of Completion as specified in this chapter. 

 

Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 16.4, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 
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18VAC15-20-740. Supervisor training. 
 

Asbestos abatement supervisors shall complete a five-day (40 hours) training program as outlined 
below. The training program shall include lectures, demonstrations, training program review, 
examination, and at least 14 hours of hands-on training which allows supervisors the experience of 
performing actual tasks associated with asbestos abatement. The accredited asbestos supervisor 
training program shall address the following topics: 

 
1. The role of the supervisor in the asbestos abatement process. 

 
2. The physical characteristics of asbestos and asbestos-containing materials. 

a. Identification of asbestos. 

b. Aerodynamic characteristics. 
 

c. Typical uses, physical appearance. 
 

d. A review of hazard assessment considerations. 

e. A summary of abatement control options. 

3. Potential health effects related to asbestos exposure. 

a. The nature of asbestos-related diseases. 

b. Routes of exposure, dose-response relationships and the lack of a safe 
exposure level. 

 
c. Synergism between cigarette smoking and asbestos exposure. 

d. Latency period for disease. 

4. Employee personal protective equipment. 
 

a. Classes and characteristics of respirator types. 
 

b. Limitations of respirators and their proper selection, inspection, donning, 
use, maintenance and storage procedures. 

 
c. Methods for field testing of the facepiece-to-face seal (positive and 

negative pressure fitting tests). 
 

d. Qualitative and quantitative fit testing procedures. 



58  

 
e. Variability between field and laboratory protection factors. 

 
f. Factors that alter respirator fit (e.g., facial hair, dental work, weight loss 

or gain). 
 

g. The components of a proper respiratory protection program. 
 

h. Selection and use of personal protective clothing; use, storage and 
handling of nondisposable clothing. 

 
i. Regulations covering personal protective equipment. 

 
5. State-of-the-art work practices. 

 
a. Work practices for asbestos abatement activities including descriptions of 

proper construction and maintenance of barriers and decontamination 
enclosure systems. 

 
b. Positioning of warning signs. 

 
c. Electrical and ventilation system lock-out. 

 
d. Working techniques for minimizing fiber release, use of wet methods, use 

of negative pressure ventilation equipment, and use of high efficiency 
particulate air (HEPA) vacuums. 

 
e. Clean-up and disposal procedures. 

 
f. Work practices for removal, encapsulation, encasement, enclosure and 

repair. 
 

g. Emergency procedures for sudden releases.  
 
h. Potential exposure situations. 
 
i. Transport and disposal procedures. 

 

j. Recommended and prohibited work practices. 
 

k. Discussion of new abatement related techniques and methodologies. 
 

6. Personal hygiene. 
 

a. Entry and exit procedures for the work area; use of showers; and 



59  

avoidance of eating, drinking, smoking, and chewing (gum or tobacco) in 
the work area. 

 
b. Potential exposures, such as family exposure, shall also be included. 

 
7. Additional safety hazards. 

 
a. Hazards encountered during abatement activities and how to deal with 

them, including electrical hazards, heat stress, air contaminants other than 
asbestos, fire and explosion hazards. 

 
b. Scaffold and ladder hazards. 
  
c. Slips, trips and falls. 
 
d. Confined spaces. 

 
8. Medical monitoring. OSHA requirements for a pulmonary function test, chest X- rays 

and a medical history for each employee. 
 

9. Air monitoring. 
 

a. Procedures to determine airborne concentration of asbestos fibers, 
including a description of aggressive sampling, sampling equipment and 
methods. 

 
b. Reasons for air monitoring. 

 
c. Types of samples and interpretation of results, specifically from analysis 

performed by polarized light, phase-contrast, and electron microscopy 
analyses. 

 
10. Relevant federal, state, and local regulatory requirements, procedures and standards 

including: 
 

a. Requirements of TSCA Title II; 
 

b. 40 CFR Part 61, National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air 
Pollutants, Subparts A (General Provisions) and M (National Emission 
Standards for Asbestos); 

 
c. OSHA Standards for Respiratory Protection (29 CFR 1910.134); 
 
d. OSHA Asbestos Construction Standard (29 CFR 1926.1101); 
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e. EPA Worker Protection Rule, 40 CFR Part 763, Subpart G; 
 

f. Requirements for Asbestos-Containing Waste Materials, 9VAC20-80-
640; and 

 
g. 49 CFR Part 172, Subpart H, Department of Transportation regulations 

covering packaging, proper marking of shipping containers and shipping 
papers. 

 
11. A review of NESHAP Guidance Documents. 

 
a. Common Questions on the Asbestos NESHAP. 

 
b. Asbestos NESHAP: Regulated Asbestos Containing Materials Guidance 
 (EPA 340/1-90-018). 

 
c. Asbestos NESHAP: Adequately Wet Guidance (EPA 340/1-90-019). 

 
d. Reporting and Record Keeping Requirements for Waste Disposal: A 

Field Guide (EPA 340/1-90-016). 
 

12. Respiratory protection programs and medical surveillance programs. 
 

13. Insurance and liability issues. 
 

a. Contractor issues, workers' compensation coverage, and exclusions.  
 
b. Third-party liabilities and defenses. 
 
c. Insurance coverage and exclusions. 

 
14. Recordkeeping for asbestos abatement projects: 

 
a. Records required by federal, state, and local regulations. 

 

b. Records recommended for legal and insurance purposes. 
 

15. Supervisory techniques for asbestos abatement activities. Supervisory practices to 
enforce and reinforce the required work practices and to discourage unsafe work 
practices. 

 
16. Contract specifications. Discussions of key elements that are included in contract 

specifications. 
 

17. Training program review. A review of key aspects of the accredited asbestos 
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training program. 
 

Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 16.5, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-750. Examinations: asbestos abatement supervisors. 

 
Upon completion of an approved accredited asbestos initial training program, a closed-book 
examination will be administered. Demonstration testing will also be permitted as part of the 
examination. Each examination shall cover the topics included in the training program. Persons 
who pass the examination and fulfill the training program requirements will receive a Certificate 
of Completion as specified in this chapter. The following are the requirements for an examination: 

 
1. One hundred multiple choice questions; and 

 
2. Passing score: 70% correct. 

 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 16.6, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-760. Refresher training program. 

 
A. Accredited asbestos refresher training programs shall be one day (eight hours) for asbestos 

abatement supervisors. The training program shall review federal and state regulations, 
discuss changes to the regulations, if applicable, and developments in state-of-the-art 
procedures. A review of the following topics from the initial accredited asbestos training 
program shall be included in the asbestos supervisor refresher training program: 

 
1. Potential health effects related to asbestos exposure; 

 

2.  Employee personal protective equipment; including medical monitoring and 
respiratory protection program; 

 
3. State-of-the-art work practices (with emphasis on work practices for removal, 

encapsulation, enclosure and repair and proper working techniques for minimizing 
fiber release, use of wet methods, use of negative pressure ventilation equipment 
and the use of high efficiency particulate air (HEPA) vacuums); 

 
4. Additional safety hazards and medical monitoring; 

 
5. Review of the Asbestos NESHAP, OSHA and DOT requirements; and 

 
6. Review of Virginia regulations concerning asbestos licensing, removal and 
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disposal. 
 

B. A written closed-book examination shall be included in the refresher training program. The 
examination will consist of no fewer than 50 questions. The passing score will be 70% 
correct. Persons who pass the refresher training program examination will receive a 
Certificate of Completion. The certificate shall conform to the requirements of this chapter. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 16.7, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-770. Inspector training. 

 
Asbestos inspectors shall complete a three-day (24 hours) training program as outlined below. The 
training program shall include lectures, demonstrations, four hours of hands-on training, training 
program review and a written examination. The accredited asbestos inspector training program 
shall address the following topics: 

 
1. Training program overview. 

 
a. The role of the inspector in the asbestos abatement industry. 

 
b. A discussion of inspection requirements and criteria for AHERA, NESHAP 

and state agencies. 
 

2. Background information on asbestos. 
 

a. Identification of asbestos, and examples and discussion of the uses and 
locations of asbestos in buildings. 

 
b. Physical appearance of asbestos. 

 
3. Potential health effects related to asbestos exposure.  
 

a. The nature of asbestos-related diseases. 
 
b. Routes of exposure, dose-response relationships and the lack of a safe 

exposure level. 
 

c. The synergism between cigarette smoking and asbestos exposure. 
 

d. Latency period for asbestos-related diseases, a discussion of the relationship of 
asbestos exposure to asbestosis, lung cancer, mesothelioma and cancer of 
other organs. 
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4. Functions/qualifications for inspectors. 
 

a. Discussions of prior experience and qualifications for inspectors and 
management planners. 

 
b. Discussions of the functions of an accredited inspector as compared to those 

of an accredited management planner. 
 

c. Discussion of the inspection process including inventory of ACM and physical 
assessment. 

 
5. Legal liabilities and defenses. 

 
a. Responsibilities of the inspector, a discussion of comprehensive general 

liability policies, claims made and occurrence policies, environment and 
pollution liability policy clauses; state liability insurance requirements. 

 
b. Bonding and relationship of insurance availability to bond availability. 

 
6. Understanding building systems. 

 
a. The relationship between building systems, including: an overview of 

common building physical plan layout; heat, ventilation and air conditioning 
(HVAC) system types; physical organization; and where asbestos is found on 
HVAC components. 

 
b. Building mechanical systems, their types and organization and where to look 

for asbestos on such systems. 
 

c. Inspecting electrical systems, including appropriate safety precautions.  
 
d. Reading building plans and as-built drawings. 

 
7. Public/employee/building occupant relations. 

 
a. Notification of employee organizations about the inspection. 
  
b. Signs to warn building occupants. 
 
c. Tactics in dealing with occupants and the press.  
 
d. Scheduling inspections to minimize disruptions. 
 
e. Education of building occupants about actions being taken. 
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8. Preinspection planning and review of previous inspection records. 
  

a. Scheduling the inspection and obtaining access. 
 
b. Building record review; identification of probable homogeneous areas from 

building plans or as-built drawings. 
 

c. Consultation with maintenance or building personnel. 
 

d. Review of previous inspection, sampling, and abatement records of a building. 
 

e. The role of the inspector in exclusions for previously performed inspections. 
 

9. Inspection for friable and nonfriable ACM and assessment of the condition of friable 
ACM. 

 
a. Procedures to follow in conducting visual inspections for friable and 

nonfriable ACM. 
 

b. Types of building materials that may contain asbestos. 
  
c. Touching materials to determine friability. 
 
d. Open return air plenums and their importance in HVAC systems. 

 

e. Assessing damage, significant damage, potential damage, and potential 
significant damage. 

 
f. Amount of suspected ACM, both in total quantity and as a percentage of the 

total area. 
 

g. Type of damage.  
 
h. Accessibility. 
 
i. Material's potential for disturbance. 

 
j. Known or suspected causes of damage or significant damage, and deterioration 

as assessment factors. 
 

10. Bulk sampling/documentation of asbestos in schools. 
 

a. Detailed discussion of the "Simplified Sampling Scheme for Friable 
Surfacing Materials" (EPA 560/5-85-030a October 1985). 
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b. Techniques to ensure sampling in a randomly distributed manner for other than 
friable surfacing materials. 

 
c. Techniques for bulk sampling. 
 
d. Sampling equipment the inspector should use. 

 
e. Patching or repair of damage done in sampling; an inspector's repair kit.  
 
f. Discussion of polarized light microscopy. 
 
g. Choosing an accredited laboratory to analyze bulk samples.  
 
h. Quality control and quality assurance procedures. 
 

11. Inspector respiratory protection and equipment. 
 

a. Classes and characteristics of respirator types.  
 
b. Limitations of respirators. 
 
c. Selection, inspection, donning, use, maintenance, and storage procedures for 

respirators. 
 
d. Methods for field testing of the facepiece-to-face seal (positive and negative 

pressure fitting tests); qualitative and quantitative fit testing procedures. 
 

e. Variability between field and laboratory protection factors. 
 

f. Factors that alter respirator fit (e.g., facial hair, dental work, weight loss or 
gain). 

 
g. The components of a proper respiratory protection program.  
 
h. Selection and use of personal protective clothing. 
 
i. Use, storage, and handling of nondisposable clothing. 

 
12. Recordkeeping and writing the inspection report. 

 
a. Labeling of samples and keying sample identification to sampling location.  
 
b. Recommendations on sample labeling. 
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c. Detailing of ACM inventory. 
 
d. Photographs of selected sampling areas and examples of ACM condition.  
 
e. Information required for inclusion in the management plan by TSCA Title 
 II section 203 (i)(1). 

 
13. Regulatory review. 
 

a. EPA Worker Protection Rule found at 40 CFR Part 763, Subpart G. 
 

b. TSCA Title II. 
 

c. OSHA Asbestos Construction Standard (29 CFR 1926.1101).  
 
d. OSHA respirator requirements (29 CFR 1910.134). 
 
e. The friable ACM in Schools Rule found at 40 CFR Part 763, Subpart F.  
 
f. Applicable state and local regulations. 

 

g. Differences in federal and state requirements where they apply and the effects, 
if any, on public and nonpublic schools, and commercial and public buildings. 

 
14. Field trip. 
 

a. Field exercise with a walk-through inspection. 
 

b. On-site discussion of information gathering and determination of sampling 
locations. 

 
c. On-site practice in physical assessment. 

d. Classroom discussion of field exercise. 

15. Training program review. A review of key aspects of the accredited asbestos 
training program. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 16.8, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-780. Examinations: asbestos inspectors. 

 
Upon completion of an accredited asbestos inspector training program, a closed-book examination 
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will be administered. Each examination shall cover the topics included in the inspector training 
program. Persons who pass the examination and fulfill training program requirements will receive 
a Certificate of Completion as specified in this chapter. The following are the requirements for 
examination: 

 
1. One hundred multiple choice questions; and 

 
2. Passing score: 70% correct. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 16.9, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-790. Refresher training program. 

 
A. Accredited asbestos refresher training programs shall be one-half day (four hours) for 

inspectors. The training program shall review federal and state regulations, discuss changes 
to the regulations, if applicable, and review developments in state-of-the-art procedures. A 
review of the following topics from the initial accredited asbestos training program shall be 
included in the accredited asbestos inspector refresher training program: 

 

 
1. Inspection for friable and nonfriable asbestos-containing material (ACM) and 

assessment of the condition of friable ACM; 
 

2. Bulk sampling/documentation of asbestos in schools; and 
 

3. Reinspection and reassessment techniques. 
 

B. The use of exercises to encourage interactive learning and participation is suggested. These 
exercises may take the form of reviewing building plans, inspection reports, a video or 
photo walk-through of an area to be inspected and written interviews with maintenance 
personnel to draw upon items covered in the initial accredited asbestos inspector training 
program. 

 
C. A written closed-book examination will be administered covering the topics included in 

the asbestos inspector refresher training program. The examination will consist of no fewer 
than 50 questions. The passing score will be 70% correct. Persons who pass the asbestos 
inspector refresher training program examination will receive a Certificate of Completion 
as specified in this chapter. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 16.10, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 
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18VAC15-20-800. Asbestos management planner training. 
 

Asbestos management planners shall complete an accredited asbestos inspector training program 
as provided in 18VAC15-20-770 and a two-day accredited asbestos management planner training 
program. The two-day (16 hours) accredited asbestos training program shall include lectures, 
demonstrations, program review, and a written examination. The accredited asbestos management 
planner training program shall address the following topics: 

 
1. Training program overview. 

 
a. The role of the management planner. 

 
b. Operations and maintenance programs. 

 
c. Setting work priorities; protection of building occupants. 

 
2. Evaluation/interpretation of survey results. 

 
a. Review of TSCA Title II requirements for inspection and management 

plans as given in section 203(i)(1) of TSCA Title II. 
 
b. Summarized field data and laboratory results; comparison between field 

inspector's data sheet with laboratory results and site survey. 
 

3. Hazard assessment. 
 

a. Amplification of the difference between physical assessment and hazard 
assessment. 

 
b. The role of the management planner in hazard assessment. 

 
c. Explanation of significant damage, damage, potential damage, and 

potential significant damage and use of a description (or decision tree) 
code for assessment of ACM; assessment of friable ACM. 

 
d. Relationship of accessibility, vibration sources, use of adjoining space, 

air plenums and other factors to hazard assessment. 
 

4. Legal implications. 
 

a. Liability; insurance issues specific to management planners. 
 
b. Liabilities associated with interim control measures, in-house 

maintenance, repair, and removal. 
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c. Use of results from previous inspections. 
 

5. Evaluation and selection of control options. 
 

a. Overview of encapsulation, enclosure, interim operations and 
maintenance, and removal; advantages and disadvantages of each 
method. 

 
b. Response actions described via a decision tree or other appropriate 

method; work practices for each response action. 
 

c. Staging and prioritizing of work in both vacant and occupied buildings. 
 
d. The need for containment barriers and decontamination in response 

actions. 
 

6. Role of other professionals. 
 

a. Use of industrial hygienists, engineers and architects in developing 
technical specifications for response actions. 

 
b. Any requirements that may exist for an architect to sign-off on plans.  
 
c. Team approach to designing of high-quality job specifications. 

 
7. Developing an operations and maintenance (O&M) plan. 
  

a. Purpose of the plan. 
 
b. Discussion of applicable EPA guidance documents. 

 
c. What actions should be taken by custodial staff: proper cleaning 

procedures; steam cleaning and high efficiency particulate air (HEPA) 
vacuuming. 

 
d. Reducing disturbance of ACM. 

 
e. Scheduling O&M for off-hours; rescheduling or canceling renovation in 

areas with ACM. 
 

f. Boiler room maintenance.  
 
g. Disposal of ACM. 
 
h. In-house procedures for ACM: bridging and penetrating encapsulants, 
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pipe fittings, metal sleeves, poly vinyl chloride (PVC), canvas, and wet 
wraps; muslin with straps; fiber mesh cloth; mineral wool, and 
insulating cement. 

 
i. Discussion of employee protection programs and staff training. 

 
j. Case study in developing an O&M plan (development, implementation 

process, and problems that have been experienced). 
 

8. Recordkeeping for the management planner. 
 

a. Use of field inspector's data sheet along with laboratory results. 
 

b. On-going recordkeeping as a means to track asbestos disturbance.  
 
c. Procedures for recordkeeping. 

 
9. Assembling and submitting the management plan. 

 

a. Plan requirements in TSCA Title II section 203(I)(1). 

b. The management plan as a planning tool. 

10. Financing abatement actions. 
 

a. Economic analysis and cost estimates. 

b. Development of cost estimates. 

c. Present costs of abatement versus future operations and maintenance costs. 

d. Asbestos School Hazard Abatement Act grants and loans. 

11. A review of key aspects of the accredited asbestos training program. 
 

Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 16.11, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-810. Examinations: asbestos management planners. 

 
Upon completion of an accredited asbestos management planner training program, a closed-book 
examination will be administered. Each examination shall cover the topics included in the 
management planner training program. Persons who pass the examination and fulfill training 
program requirements will receive a Certificate of Completion as specified in this chapter. The 
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following are the requirements for examination: 
 

1. One hundred multiple choice questions; and 
 

2. Passing score: 70% correct. 
 

 
 

Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 16.12, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-820. Refresher training program. 

 
A. Management planners shall attend both the management planner refresher training program 

of one-half day (four hours) and the inspector refresher training program of one-half day 
(four hours). The management planner refresher training program shall review federal and 
state regulations, discuss changes, if applicable, and review developments in state-of-the- 
art procedures. A review of the following topics from the initial accredited asbestos 

 

management planner training program shall be included in the asbestos management 
planner refresher training program: 

 
1. Evaluation and interpretation of survey results; 

 
2. Hazard assessment; 

 
3. Evaluation and selection of control options; and 

 
4. Developing an Operations and Maintenance plan. 

 
B. The use of exercises to encourage interactive learning and participation is suggested. These 

exercises may take the form of reviewing inspection reports, a video or photo walk- 
through of a building to have a management plan prepared for and a review of reinspection 
or abatement reports to update or prepare a management plan to draw upon items covered 
in the accredited asbestos inspector training program and the initial accredited asbestos 
management planner training program. 

 
C. A written closed-book examination will be administered covering the topics included in 

the asbestos management planner refresher training program. The examination will consist 
of no fewer than 50 questions. The passing score will be 70% correct. Persons who pass 
the asbestos management planner refresher training program examination will receive a 
Certificate of Completion as specified in this chapter. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 16.13, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 
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18VAC15-20-830. Asbestos project designer training. 

 
Asbestos project designers shall complete a three-day (24 hours) training program as outlined 
below. The three-day asbestos project designer training program shall include lectures, 
demonstrations, a field trip, training program review, and a written examination. The three-day 
asbestos project designer training program shall address the following topics: 

 
1. Training program overview. 

 
a. The role of the project designer in the asbestos abatement industry.  
 
b. Discussion of what a project design is. 
 

2. Background information on asbestos. 
 

a. Identification of asbestos; examples and discussion of the uses and locations 
of asbestos in buildings. 

 
b. Physical appearance of asbestos. 

 
3. Potential health effects related to asbestos exposure.  

a. Nature of asbestos-related diseases. 

b. Routes of exposure, dose-response relationships and the lack of a safe 
exposure level. 

 
c. The synergistic effect between cigarette smoking and asbestos exposure.  
 
d. The latency period of asbestos-related diseases; a discussion of the 

relationship between asbestos exposure and asbestosis, lung cancer, 
mesothelioma, and cancer of other organs. 

 
4. Overview of abatement construction projects. 

 
a. Abatement as a portion of a renovation project. 

 
b. OSHA requirements for notification of other contractors on a multi- 

employer site (29 CFR 1926.1101). 
 

5. Safety system design specifications. 
 

a. Construction and maintenance of containment barriers and decontamination 
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enclosure systems. 
 

b. Positioning of warning signs. 
 

c. Electrical and ventilation system lock-out. 
 

d. Proper working techniques for minimizing fiber release. 
 

e. Entry and exit procedures for the work area, use of wet methods, use of 
negative pressure exhaust ventilation equipment, use of high efficiency 
particulate air (HEPA) vacuums, proper clean-up and disposal of asbestos, 
work practices as they apply to encapsulation, enclosure, and repair, use of 
glove bags and a demonstration of glove bag use. 

 
6. Field trip. 

 
a. Visit a proposed abatement site or other suitable building site, including on- 

site discussions of abatement design. 
 

b. Building walk-through inspection, and discussion following the walk- 
through. 

 
7. Employee personal protective equipment. 

 
a. Classes and characteristics of respirator types. 

 
b. Limitations of respirators, proper selection, inspection, donning, use, 

maintenance, and storage procedures. 
 

c. Methods for field testing of the facepiece-to-face seal (positive and negative 
pressure fitting tests). 

 
d. Qualitative and quantitative fit testing procedures. 

 
e. Variability between field and laboratory protection factors, factors that alter 

respirator fit (e.g., facial hair, dental work and weight loss or gain). 
 

f. Components of a proper respiratory protection program. 
 

g. Selection and use of personal protective clothing, use, storage and handling 
of nondisposable clothing. 

 
h. Regulations covering personal protective equipment. 

 
8. Additional safety hazards. 
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a. Hazards encountered during abatement activities and how to deal with 

them. 
 

b. Electrical hazards, heat stress, air contaminants other than asbestos, fire and 
explosion hazards. 

 

 
 

9. Fiber aerodynamics and control. 
 

a. Aerodynamic characteristics of asbestos fibers.  

b. Importance of proper containment barriers. 

c. Settling time for asbestos fibers.  

d. Wet methods in abatement. 

 
e. Aggressive air monitoring following abatement. 

 
f. Aggressive air movement and negative pressure exhaust ventilation as a 

clean-up method. 
 

10. Designing abatement solutions. 
 

a. Discussions of removal, enclosure, and encapsulation methods.  

b. Asbestos waste disposal. 

11. Budgeting/cost estimation. 
 

a. Development of cost estimates. 
 

b. Present costs of abatement versus future operations and maintenance costs.  
 
c. Setting priorities for abatement jobs to reduce cost. 

12. Writing abatement specifications. 
 

a. Means and methods specifications versus performance specifications. 
  
b. Design of abatement in occupied buildings. 
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c. Modification of guide specifications to a particular building.  
 
d. Worker and building occupant health/medical considerations.  
 
e. Replacement of ACM with non-asbestos substitutes. 
 
f. Clearance of work area after abatement.  
 
g. Air monitoring for clearance. 
 

13. Preparing abatement drawings. 
 

a. Use of as-built drawings. 
 
b. Use of inspection photographs and on-site reports.  
 
c. Particular problems in abatement drawings. 

14. Contract preparation and administration. 
 

15. Legal/liabilities/defenses. 
 

a. Insurance considerations, bonding, hold harmless clauses, and use of 
abatement contractor's liability insurance. 

 
b. Claims-made versus occurrence policies. 

 
16. Replacement of asbestos with asbestos-free substitutes. 

 
17. Role of other consultants. 

 
a. Development of technical specification sections by industrial hygienists or 

engineers. 
 

b. The multi-disciplinary team approach to abatement design. 
 

c. The use and responsibilities of a project monitor on the abatement site. 
 

18. Occupied buildings. 
 

a. Special design procedures required in occupied buildings.  
 
b. Education of occupants. 
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c. Extra monitoring recommendations. 
 

d. Staging of work to minimize occupant exposure.  
 
e. Scheduling of renovation to minimize exposure. 
 

19. Relevant federal, state and local regulatory requirements. Procedures and standards 
including: 

 
a. Requirements of TSCA Title II; 
 
b. 40 CFR Part 61, National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants, 

Subparts A (General Provisions) and M (National Emission Standard for 
Asbestos); 

 
c. OSHA standards for respiratory protection (29 CFR 1910.134); 

 

 
d. EPA Worker Protection Rule, found at 40 CFR Part 763, Subpart G; 

 
e. OSHA Asbestos Construction Standard found at 29 
 CFR 1926.1101; and 

 
f. OSHA Hazard Communication Standard found in 29 
 CFR 1926.59. 

 
20. A review of key aspects of the accredited asbestos training program. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 16.14, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-840. Examinations: asbestos project designers. 

 
Upon completion of an accredited asbestos project designer training program, a closed-book 
examination will be administered. Each examination shall cover the topics included in the asbestos 
project designer training program. Persons who pass the examination and fulfill training program 
requirements will receive a Certificate of Completion as specified in this chapter. The following 
are the requirements for examination: 

 
1. One hundred multiple choice questions; and 

 
2. Passing score: 70% correct. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 16:15, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
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2002. 
 
18VAC15-20-850. Refresher training program. 

 
A. The accredited asbestos project designer refresher training program shall be one day (eight 

hours) in length. The training program shall review federal and state regulations, discuss 
changes to the regulations, if applicable, and review developments in state-of-the-art 
procedures. A review of the following topics from the initial project designer training 
program shall be included in the accredited asbestos project designer refresher training 
program: 

 
1. Safety system design specifications; 

 
2. Writing abatement specifications; 

 

3. Employee personal protective equipment; and 
 

4. Budgeting and cost estimation. 
 

B. The use of exercises to encourage interactive learning and participation is suggested. These 
exercises may take the form of reviewing inspection reports, a video or photo walk- 
through of a building to prepare a response action, a review of a mock-up cost list of 
equipment and materials utilized for various response actions to be designed within certain 
budget constraints and recommending a response action based upon the cost, budget and 
material condition constraints. 

 
C. A written closed-book examination will be administered covering the topics included in 

the asbestos project designer refresher training program. The examination will consist of 
no fewer than 50 questions. The passing score will be 70% correct. Persons who pass the 
asbestos project designer refresher training program will receive a Certificate of 
Completion as specified in this chapter. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 16.16, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-860. Project monitor training. 

 
A. Asbestos abatement project monitors shall complete a five-day (40 hours) training program 

as outlined below. All training programs shall be approved by the board. The accredited 
asbestos training program shall include lectures, demonstrations, training program review, 
examination, and at least six hours of hands-on training which allows project monitors the 
experience of performing actual tasks associated with asbestos project monitoring. Those 
applicants who hold current supervisor or project designer accreditation need not complete 
the entire 40-hour accredited asbestos training program, but may complete the 16-hour 
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portion of the training program described in subdivision B 1 of this section and take the 
examination. The comprehensive 40-hour accredited asbestos project monitor training 
program shall address the following topics: 

 
1. The physical characteristics of asbestos and asbestos-containing materials. 

a. Identification of asbestos. 

b. Typical uses and locations in buildings, physical appearance. 

c. A review of hazard assessment control options. 

d. A summary of abatement control options. 
 

 
2. Potential health effects related to asbestos exposure.  

a. The nature of asbestos-related diseases. 
 
b. Routes of exposure, dose-response relationships and the lack of a safe exposure 

level. 
 

c. Synergism between cigarette smoking and asbestos exposure. 
 

d. Latency period for disease; a discussion of the relationship between 
 asbestos exposure and asbestosis, lung cancer, mesothelioma, and cancer of the 

other organs. 
 

3. Employee personal protective equipment. 

a. Classes and characteristics of respirator types. 
 
b. Limitations of respirators and their proper selection, inspection, donning, use, 

maintenance and storage procedures. 
 

c. Methods for field testing of the facepiece-to-face seal (positive and negative 
pressure fitting tests). 

 
d. Qualitative and quantitative fit testing procedures. 

 
e. Variability between field and laboratory protection factors. 

 
f. Factors that alter respirator fit (e.g., facial hair, dental work, weight loss or 

gain). 
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g. The components of a proper respiratory protection program. 
 

h. Selection and uses of personal protective clothing; use, storage, and handling of 
nondisposable clothing. 

 
i. Regulations covering personal protection equipment. 

 
4. State of the art work practices. 

a. Work practices for asbestos abatement activities including description of 
proper construction and maintenance barriers and decontamination enclosure 
systems. 

 
b. Positioning of warning signs. 

 
c. Electrical and ventilation system lock-out. 

 
d. Working techniques for minimizing fiber release, use of wet methods, use of 

negative pressure ventilation equipment, use of high efficiency particulate air 
(HEPA) vacuums. Entry and exit procedures for work area. 

 
e. Clean-up and disposal procedures. 

 
f. Work practices for removal, encapsulation, enclosure and repair. Use of glove 

bags and a demonstration of glove bag use. 
 

g. Emergency procedures for sudden release.  
 
h. Potential exposure situations. 
 
i. Transport and disposal procedures. 

 
j. Recommended and prohibited work practices. 

 
k. Discussion of new abatement related techniques and methodologies. 

 

 

5. Personal hygiene. 

a. Entry and exit procedures for the work area; use of showers; avoidance of 
eating, drinking, smoking, and chewing (gum or tobacco) in the work area. 

 
b. Potential exposures, such as family exposure, shall also be included. 

 
6. Additional safety hazards as covered in OSHA CFR Parts 1926 and 1910 to include: 
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a. Hazards encountered during the abatement activities and how to deal with 
them, including electrical hazards, heat stress, air contaminants other than 
asbestos, fire, and explosion hazards; 

 
b. Scaffold and ladder hazards; 

 
c. Slips, trips and falls; and 

 

d. Confined spaces. 
 

7. Medical monitoring. OSHA requirements for a pulmonary function test, chest x- rays 
and a medical history for each employee. 

 
8. Respiratory protection programs and medical surveillance programs. 

 
9. Insurance and liability issues: 

 
a. Contractor issues, workers' compensation coverage, and exclusions.  
 
b. Third-party liabilities and defenses. 
 
c. Insurance coverage and exclusions. 

 
10. Relevant federal, state and local regulatory requirements, procedures and standards 

including: 
 

a. Requirements of TSCA Title II; 
 

b. 40 CFR Part 61 National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants, 
Subparts A (General Provisions) and M (National Emission Standards for 
Asbestos); 

 
c. OSHA Standards for respiratory protection (29 CFR 1910.134); 

 
d. OSHA Asbestos Construction Standard (29 CFR 1926.1101); 

 
e. OSHA Hazard Communication Standard (29 CFR 1926.59); 

 
f. EPA Worker Protection Rule, 40 CFR Part 763; 

 
g. Requirements of Asbestos-Containing Waste Materials, 9VAC20-80-640; 

 
h. DOT 49 CFR Parts 171 and 172 Subpart H; and  
 
i. Virginia asbestos licensing regulations. 
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B. The material outlined below encompasses the 16-hour accredited asbestos project monitor 

training program. Those applicants who are currently accredited as supervisors or project 
designers need only complete the 16-hour project monitor training program and 
examination. The comprehensive 40-hour project monitor training program includes the 
preceding topics and continues below. 

 

 
1. Air monitoring. 

 
a. NIOSH Asbestos Monitoring Procedure. Procedures to determine airborne 

concentration of asbestos fibers, including a description of aggressive 
sampling, sampling equipment and methods. 

 
(1) Explanation of analytical methods, measures of precision, control of 

errors, collecting samples, fiber counts, sampling and calibration 
equipment, statistics, quality control techniques in sampling. 

 
(2) Review of OSHA Asbestos Regulations 29 CFR Part 1926, Subpart 
 F, 1-6. 

 
b. Sampling strategy. 

 
(1) Why samples are taken. 

 
(2) Sampling inside and outside of containment area.  
 
(3) Placement of pumps. 

 
c. Reasons for air monitoring. 

 
d. Types of samples and interpretation of results, specifically from analysis 

performed by polarized light, phase-contrast, and electron microscopy 
analyses. 

 
e. Final clearance. 

 
2. Overview of supervisory techniques for asbestos abatement activities to include the 

information covered in the accredited asbestos supervisor training program. A review 
of the required work practices and safety considerations. 

 
3. Field trip. 

 
a. Visit a proposed abatement site or other suitable building site, including on- 

site discussions of abatement design. 
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b. Building walk-through inspection and discussion following the walk through. 

 
4. Fiber aerodynamics and control. 

 

a. Aerodynamic characteristics of asbestos fibers.  
 
b. Importance of proper containment barriers. 
 
c. Settling time for asbestos fibers.  
 
d. Wet methods in abatement. 
 
e. Aggressive air monitoring following abatement. 
 
f. Aggressive air movement and negative pressure exhaust ventilation as a clean-

up method. 
 
 

5. Project specifications. Discussion of key elements that are included in contract 
specifications. 

 
a. Means and methods specifications versus performance specifications.  
 
b. Considerations for design of abatement in occupied buildings. 
 
c. Worker and building occupant health/medical considerations.  
 
d. Replacement of ACM with nonasbestos substitutes. 
 
e. Clearance of work area after abatement.  
 
f. Use of as-built drawings. 
 
g. Use of inspection photographs and on-site reports.  
 
h. Particular problems in abatement drawings. 

 
6. Conducting inspections. 

 
a. Inspection prior to containment to assure condition of items and proper 

precleaning. 
 

b. Inspection of containment prior to commencement of abatement to assure that 
containment is complete and proper. 
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c. Daily work and containment inspections. 
 

d. Final visual inspection and a discussion of the ASTM E1368 method. 
 

7. Recordkeeping and documentation.  

a. Project logs. 
 
b. Inspection reports. 
 
c. Waste shipment record requirements (WSR). 

 
d. Recordkeeping required by federal, state or local regulations.  
 
e. Recordkeeping required for insurance purposes. 

 
8. Role of project monitor in relation to: 

 
a. Building owner; 
 
b. Building occupants; 
 
c. Abatement contractor; and  
 
d. Other consultants. 

 
9. Occupied buildings. 

 
a. Special procedures recommended in occupied buildings.  
 
b. Extra monitoring recommendations. 

 
10. A review of NESHAP Guidance Documents. 

 
11. A review of key aspects of the accredited asbestos training program. 

 
12. Examination. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 16.17, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 
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18VAC15-20-870. Examination: asbestos project monitors. 
 

Upon completion of an accredited asbestos project monitor training program, a closed-book 
examination will be administered. Each examination shall cover the topics included in the project 
monitor training program. Persons who pass the examination and fulfill training program 
requirements will receive a Certificate of Completion as specified in this chapter. The following 
are the requirements for examination: 

 
1. One hundred multiple choice questions; and 

 
2. Passing score: 70% correct. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 16.18, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-880. Refresher training program. 

 
A. The accredited asbestos project monitor refresher training program shall be one day (eight 

hours) in length. The training program shall review federal and state regulations, discuss 
changes to the regulations, if applicable, and review developments in state-of-the-art 
procedures. A review of the following topics from the initial accredited asbestos project 
monitor training program shall be included in the asbestos project monitor refresher 
training program: 

 
1. State-of-the-art work practices; 

 
2. Occupied buildings; 

 
3. Employee personal protective equipment; 

 
4. Fiber aerodynamics and control; and 

 
5. Recordkeeping and documentation. 

 
B. The use of exercises to encourage interactive learning and participation is suggested. These 

exercises may take the form of reviewing inspection reports, a video or photo walk- 
through of a building to determine a sampling strategy, a review of a mock-up abatement 
area to determine that containment is adequate, or review of a mock-up abatement area 
where a visual inspection may be performed. 

 
C. A written closed-book examination will be administered covering the topics included in 

the asbestos project monitor refresher training program. The examination will consist of no 
fewer than 50 questions. The passing score will be 70% correct. Persons who pass the 
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asbestos project monitor refresher training program examination will receive a Certificate 
of Completion as specified in this chapter. 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 § 16.19, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 
2002. 

 
18VAC15-20-890 to 18VAC15-20-960. [Repealed] 

 
Historical Notes 
Derived from VR137-01-02 §§ 16.20 to 16.26, eff. September 1, 1994; amended, Virginia Register Volume 13, Issue 10, eff. 
April 1, 1997; Errata, 13:11 VA.R. 1219-1220 February 17, 1997; amended, Virginia Register Volume 16, Issue 11, eff. May 1, 
2000; repealed, Virginia Register Volume 18, Issue 6, eff. January 2, 2002. 
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Included in this document are relevant excerpts from the Code of Virginia.  Please note that the 
Virginia General Assembly is responsible for creating and amending the Code, not the Virginia 
Board for Asbestos, Lead, and Home Inspectors.  The version contained herein contains all changes, 
if any, that have been made by the General Assembly through the 2020 session.  Any changes made 
during the 2020 session became effective July 1, 2020, unless otherwise noted.  It is your 
responsibility to stay informed of revisions to the regulations and the statutes governing your 
profession or occupation.  Please consult the General Assembly or your local library for annual 
changes. 
 
 

Code of Virginia 

Title 54.1, Chapter 5 
 

Article 1 
General Provisions 

 
§ 54.1-500. Definitions. 
 
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning: 
 
"Accredited asbestos training program" means a training program that has been approved by the Board to 
provide training for individuals to engage in asbestos abatement, conduct asbestos inspections, prepare 
management plans, prepare project designs or act as project monitors. 
 
"Accredited lead training program" means a training program that has been approved by the Board to 
provide training for individuals to engage in lead-based paint activities. 
 
"Accredited renovation training program" means a training program that has been approved by the Board 
to provide training for individuals to engage in renovation or dust clearance sampling. 
 
"Asbestos" means the asbestiform varieties of actinolite, amosite, anthophyllite, chrysotile, crocidolite, and 
tremolite. 
 
"Asbestos analytical laboratory license" means an authorization issued by the Board to perform phase 
contrast, polarized light, or transmission electron microscopy on material known or suspected to contain 
asbestos. 
 
"Asbestos contractor's license" means an authorization issued by the Board permitting a person to enter 
into contracts to perform an asbestos abatement project. 
 
"Asbestos-containing materials" or "ACM" means any material or product which contains more than 1.0 
percent asbestos or such other percentage as established by EPA final rule. 
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"Asbestos inspector's license" means an authorization issued by the Board permitting a person to perform 
on-site investigations to identify, classify, record, sample, test and prioritize by exposure potential 
asbestos-containing materials. 
 
"Asbestos management plan" means a program designed to control or abate any potential risk to human 
health from asbestos. 
 
"Asbestos management planner's license" means an authorization issued by the Board permitting a person 
to develop or alter an asbestos management plan. 
 
"Asbestos project" or "asbestos abatement project" means an activity involving job set-up for containment, 
removal, encapsulation, enclosure, encasement, renovation, repair, construction or alteration of an 
asbestos-containing material. An asbestos project or asbestos abatement project shall not include nonfriable 
asbestos-containing roofing, flooring and siding materials which when installed, encapsulated or removed 
do not become friable. 
 
"Asbestos project designer's license" means an authorization issued by the Board permitting a person to 
design an asbestos abatement project. 
 
"Asbestos project monitor's license" means an authorization issued by the Board permitting a person to 
monitor an asbestos project, subject to Department regulations. 
 
"Asbestos supervisor" means any person so designated by an asbestos contractor who provides on-site 
supervision and direction to the workers engaged in asbestos projects. 
 
"Asbestos worker's license" means an authorization issued by the Board permitting an individual to work 
on an asbestos project. 
 
"Board" means the Virginia Board for Asbestos, Lead, and Home Inspectors. 
 
"Dust clearance sampling" means an on-site collection of dust or other debris that is present after the 
completion of a renovation to determine the presence of lead-based paint hazards and the provisions of a 
report explaining the results. 
 
"Dust sampling technician" means an individual licensed by the Board to perform dust clearance sampling. 
 
"Friable" means that the material when dry may be crumbled, pulverized, or reduced to powder by hand 
pressure and includes previously nonfriable material after such previously nonfriable material becomes 
damaged to the extent that when dry it may be crumbled, pulverized, or reduced to powder by hand 
pressure. 
 
"Home inspection" means any inspection of a residential building for compensation conducted by a 
licensed home inspector. A home inspection shall include a written evaluation of the readily accessible 
components of a residential building, including heating, cooling, plumbing, and electrical systems; 
structural components; foundation; roof; masonry structure; exterior and interior components; and other 
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related residential housing components. A home inspection may be limited in scope as provided in a home 
inspection contract, provided that such contract is not inconsistent with the provisions of this chapter or the 
regulations of the Board. For purposes of this chapter, residential building energy analysis alone, as defined 
in § 54.1-1144, shall not be considered a home inspection. 
 
"Home inspector" means a person who meets the criteria of education, experience, and testing required by 
this chapter and regulations of the Board and who has been licensed by the Board to perform home 
inspections. 
 
"Lead abatement" means any measure or set of measures designed to permanently eliminate lead-based 
paint hazards, including lead-contaminated dust or soil. 
 
"Lead-based paint" means paint or other surface coatings that contain lead equal to or in excess of 1.0 
milligrams per square centimeter or more than 0.5 percent by weight. 
 
"Lead-based paint activity" means lead inspection, lead risk assessment, lead project design and abatement 
of lead-based paint and lead-based paint hazards, including lead-contaminated dust and lead-contaminated 
soil. 
 
"Lead-contaminated dust" means surface dust that contains an area or mass concentration of lead at or in 
excess of levels identified by the Environmental Protection Agency pursuant to § 403 of TSCA (15 U.S.C. 
§ 2683). 
 
"Lead-contaminated soil" means bare soil that contains lead at or in excess of levels identified by the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 
 
"Lead contractor" means a person who has met the Board's requirements and has been issued a license by 
the Board to enter into contracts to perform lead abatements. 
 
"Lead inspection" means a surface-by-surface investigation to determine the presence of lead-based paint 
and the provisions of a report explaining the results of the investigation. 
 
"Lead inspector" means an individual who has been licensed by the Board to conduct lead inspections and 
abatement clearance testing. 
 
"Lead project design" means any descriptive form written as instructions or drafted as a plan describing the 
construction or setting up of a lead abatement project area and the work practices to be utilized during the 
lead abatement project. 
 
"Lead project designer" means an individual who has been licensed by the Board to prepare lead project 
designs. 
 
"Lead risk assessment" means (i) an on-site investigation to determine the existence, nature, severity and 
location of lead-based paint hazards and (ii) the provision of a report by the individual or the firm 
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conducting the risk assessment, explaining the results of the investigation and options for reducing lead-
based paint hazards. 
 
"Lead risk assessor" means an individual who has been licensed by the Board to conduct lead inspections, 
lead risk assessments and abatement clearance testing. 
 
"Lead supervisor" means an individual who has been licensed by the Board to supervise lead abatements. 
 
"Lead worker" or "lead abatement worker" means an individual who has been licensed by the Board to 
perform lead abatement. 
 
"Person" means a corporation, partnership, sole proprietorship, firm, enterprise, franchise, association or 
any other individual or entity. 
 
"Principal instructor" means the individual who has the primary responsibility for organizing and teaching 
an accredited asbestos training program, an accredited lead training program, an accredited renovation 
training program, or any combination thereof. 
 
"Renovation" means the modification of any existing structure or portion thereof, for compensation, that 
results in the disturbance of painted surfaces, unless that activity is (i) performed as a part of a lead 
abatement or (ii) limited in scope to the site work or remediation as referenced in the definition of 
contractor in § 54.1-1100. As used in this definition, "compensation" shall include the receipt of (a) pay for 
work performed, such as that paid to contractors and subcontractors; (b) wages, including but not limited to 
those paid to employees of contractors, building owners, property management companies, child-occupied 
facilities operators, state and local government agencies, and nonprofit organizations; and (c) rent for 
housing constructed before January 1, 1978, or child-occupied facilities in public or commercial building 
space. 
 
"Renovation contractor" means a person who has met the Board's requirements and has been issued a 
license by the Board to conduct renovations. 
 
"Renovator" means an individual who has been issued a license by the Board to perform renovations or to 
direct others who perform renovations. 
 
"Residential building" means, for the purposes of home inspection, a structure consisting of one to four 
dwelling units used or occupied, or intended to be used or occupied, for residential purposes. 
 
"Training manager" means the individual responsible for administering a training program and monitoring 
the performance of instructors for an accredited asbestos training, accredited lead training program or 
accredited renovation training program. 
 
1987, c. 579, § 54-145.4; 1988, cc. 765, 802; 1989, c. 397; 1990, cc. 49, 73, 823; 1992, c. 152; 1993, cc. 
499, 660; 1994, cc. 185, 911; 1996, cc. 76, 176, 180, 846; 1997, c. 885; 1998, c. 739; 2001, c. 723; 2009, 
cc. 358, 819; 2012, cc. 803, 835; 2016, cc. 161, 436, 527. 
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§ 54.1-500.1. Virginia Board for Asbestos, Lead, and Home Inspectors; membership; meetings; 
offices; quorum. 
 
The Virginia Board for Asbestos, Lead, and Home Inspectors shall be appointed by the Governor and 
composed of 14 members as follows: one shall be a representative of a Virginia-licensed asbestos 
contractor, one shall be a representative of a Virginia-licensed lead contractor, one shall be a representative 
of a Virginia-licensed renovation contractor, one shall be either a Virginia-licensed asbestos inspector or 
project monitor, one shall be a Virginia-licensed lead risk assessor, one shall be a Virginia-licensed 
renovator, one shall be a Virginia-licensed dust sampling technician, one shall be a representative of a 
Virginia-licensed asbestos analytical laboratory, one shall be a representative of an asbestos, lead, or 
renovation training program, one shall be a member of the Board for Contractors, two shall be Virginia-
licensed home inspectors, and two shall be citizen members. After initial staggered terms, the terms of 
members of the Board shall be four years, except that vacancies may be filled for the remainder of the 
unexpired term. The two home inspector members appointed to the Board shall have practiced as home 
inspectors for at least five consecutive years immediately prior to appointment. The renovation contractor, 
renovator, and dust sampling technician members appointed to the board shall have practiced respectively 
as a renovation contractor, renovator, or dust sampling technician for at least five consecutive years prior to 
appointment. 
 
The Board shall meet at least once each year and other such times as it deems necessary. The Board shall 
elect from its membership a chairman and a vice-chairman to serve for a period of one year. Eight 
members of the Board shall constitute a quorum. The Board is vested with the powers and duties necessary 
to execute the purposes of this chapter. 
 
1993, c. 660; 1994, cc. 185, 911; 1996, cc. 180, 846; 1997, c. 885; 2001, c. 723; 2009, cc. 358, 819; 2012, 
cc. 522, 803, 835; 2016, cc. 161, 436. 
 
§ 54.1-501. Powers and duties of the Board. 
 
The Board shall administer and enforce this chapter. The Board shall: 
 
1. Promulgate regulations necessary to carry out the requirements of this chapter in accordance with the 
provisions of the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.) to include but not be limited to the 
prescription of fees, procedures, and qualifications for the issuance and renewal of asbestos, lead, and 
renovation licenses, and governing conflicts of interest among various categories of asbestos, lead, and 
renovation licenses; 
 
2. Approve the criteria for accredited asbestos training programs, accredited lead training programs, 
accredited renovation training programs, training managers, and principal instructors; 
 
3. Approve accredited asbestos training programs, accredited lead training programs, accredited renovation 
training programs, examinations and the grading system for testing applicants for asbestos, lead, and 
renovation licensure; 
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4. Promulgate regulations governing the licensing of and establishing performance criteria applicable to 
asbestos analytical laboratories; 
 
5. Promulgate regulations governing the functions and duties of project monitors on asbestos projects, 
circumstances in which project monitors shall be required for asbestos projects, and training requirements 
for project monitors; 
 
6. Promulgate, in accordance with the Administrative Process Act, regulations necessary to establish 
procedures and requirements for the: (i) approval of accredited lead training programs, (ii) licensure of 
individuals and firms to engage in lead-based paint activities, and (iii) establishment of standards for 
performing lead-based paint activities consistent with the Residential Lead-based Paint Hazard Reduction 
Act and United States Environmental Protection Agency regulations. If the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) has adopted, prior to the promulgation of any related regulations by the Board, 
any final regulations relating to lead-based paint activities, then the related regulations of the Board shall 
not be more stringent than the EPA regulations in effect as of the date of such promulgation. In addition, if 
the EPA shall have outstanding any proposed regulations relating to lead-based paint activities (other than 
as amendments to existing EPA regulations), as of the date of promulgation of any related regulations by 
the Board, then the related regulations of the Board shall not be more stringent than the proposed EPA 
regulations. In the event that the EPA shall adopt any final regulations subsequent to the promulgation by 
the Board of related regulations, then the Board shall, as soon as practicable, amend its existing regulations 
so as to be not more stringent than such EPA regulations; 
 
7. Promulgate regulations for the licensing of home inspectors not inconsistent with this chapter regarding 
the professional qualifications of home inspectors applicants, the requirements necessary for passing home 
inspectors examinations, the proper conduct of its examinations, the proper conduct of the home inspectors 
licensed by the Board, and the proper discharge of its duties; and 
 
8. Promulgate, in accordance with the Administrative Process Act, regulations necessary to establish 
procedures and requirements for the (i) approval of accredited renovation training programs, (ii) licensure 
of individuals and firms to engage in renovation, and (iii) establishment of standards for performing 
renovation consistent with the Residential Lead-based Paint Hazard Reduction Act and United States 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulations. Such regulations of the Board shall be consistent 
with the EPA Lead Renovation, Repair, and Painting Program final rule. 
 
1987, c. 579, § 54-145.5; 1988, c. 765; 1989, c. 397; 1990, cc. 49, 73, 823; 1991, c. 45; 1992, c. 477; 1993, 
cc. 499, 660; 1994, cc. 185, 911; 1995, cc. 543, 585; 1996, cc. 180, 846; 1997, cc. 649, 885; 1998, c. 739; 
2001, c. 723; 2009, cc. 358, 819; 2012, cc. 803, 835; 2016, cc. 161, 436. 
 
§ 54.1-501.1. Applicability. 
 
The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to any employer, or any employees of such employer, 
regulated by the federal Occupational Safety and Health Act, and under the enforcement authority of the 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration. 
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1992, c. 52. 
 
§ 54.1-502. Interdepartmental implementation plan. 
 
The Board, in conjunction with the Departments of General Services, Health, Labor and Industry, 
Education, and Environmental Quality, shall develop a plan for the implementation of this chapter which 
specifies the duties of each agency. 

1987, c. 579, § 54-145.6; 1988, cc. 765, 802; 1989, c. 397; 1990, cc. 73, 823; 1993, c. 660. 

§ 54.1-503. Licenses required. 
 
A. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not have an asbestos contractor's license to contract with 
another person, for compensation, to carry out an asbestos project or to perform any work on an asbestos 
project. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not have an asbestos project designer's license to 
develop an asbestos project design. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not have an asbestos 
inspector's license to conduct an asbestos inspection. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not have 
an asbestos management planner's license to develop an asbestos management plan. It shall be unlawful for 
any person who does not have a license as an asbestos project monitor to act as project monitor on an 
asbestos project. 
 
B. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not possess a valid asbestos analytical laboratory license 
issued by the Board to communicate the findings of an analysis, verbally or in writing, for a fee, performed 
on material known or suspected to contain asbestos for the purpose of determining the presence or absence 
of asbestos. 
 
C. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not possess a license as a lead contractor to contract with 
another person to perform lead abatement activities or to perform any lead abatement activity or work on a 
lead abatement project. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not possess a lead supervisor's license 
to act as a lead supervisor on a lead abatement project. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not 
possess a lead worker's license to act as a lead worker on a lead abatement project. It shall be unlawful for 
any person who does not possess a lead project designer's license to develop a lead project design. It shall 
be unlawful for any person who does not possess a lead inspector's license to conduct a lead inspection. It 
shall be unlawful for any person who does not possess a lead risk assessor's license to conduct a lead risk 
assessment. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not possess a lead inspector's or lead risk 
assessor's license to conduct lead abatement clearance testing. 
 
D. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not possess a license as a renovation contractor to perform 
renovation. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not possess a renovator's license to perform or 
direct others to perform renovation. It shall be unlawful for any person who does not possess a dust 
sampling technician's license to perform dust clearance sampling. 
 
E. It shall be unlawful for any individual who does not possess a license as a home inspector issued by the 
Board to perform a home inspection for compensation on a residential building. It shall be unlawful for any 
individual who does not possess a home inspector license with the new residential structure endorsement to 
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conduct a home inspection for compensation on any new residential structure. For purposes of this chapter, 
"new residential structure" means a residential structure for which the first conveyance of record title to a 
purchaser has not occurred, or of which a purchaser has not taken possession, whichever occurs later. 
 
1987, c. 579, § 54-145.7; 1988, cc. 765, 802; 1989, c. 397; 1990, c. 73; 1993, c. 660; 1994, cc. 185, 911; 
1995, cc. 543, 585; 1996, cc. 180, 846; 1997, cc. 560, 885; 1998, c. 739; 2004, c. 133; 2009, c. 819; 2015, c. 
411; 2016, cc. 161, 436. 
 
§ 54.1-504. Asbestos supervisor's or worker's license required; exception. 
 
After July 1, 1988, it shall be unlawful for an individual who does not have an asbestos supervisor's license 
or worker's license to work on an asbestos project. No asbestos supervisor's license or worker's license 
shall be required for a supervisor or worker in the installation, maintenance, repair or removal of asbestos-
containing roofing, flooring or siding material, provided that such supervisor or worker shall satisfy any 
training requirements promulgated by the Board pursuant to § 54.1-501. 

1987, c. 579, § 54-145.8; 1988, c. 765; 1989, c. 397; 1993, c. 660. 

§ 54.1-504.1. Notices for handling asbestos. 
 
The Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation shall include with every asbestos worker's 
license a notice, in English and Spanish, containing a summary of the basic worker safety procedures 
regarding the handling of asbestos and information on how to file a complaint with the Virginia Board for 
Asbestos, Lead, and Home Inspectors. 
 
2016, c. 252. 
 
§ 54.1-505. Qualification for an asbestos contractor's license. 
 
To qualify for an asbestos contractor's license, an applicant shall: 
 
1. Except as provided in § 54.1-504, ensure that each of his employees or agents who will come into 
contact with asbestos or who will be responsible for an asbestos project is licensed as an asbestos 
supervisor or worker; and 
 
2. Demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Board that the applicant and his employees or agents are familiar 
with and are capable of complying fully with all applicable requirements, procedures and standards of the 
United States Environmental Protection Agency, the United States Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration, the Department of Labor and Industry, and the State Air Pollution Control Board covering 
any part of an asbestos project. 
 
1987, c. 579, § 54-145.9; 1988, cc. 765, 802; 1989, c. 397; 1993, c. 660; 1996, cc. 180, 846. 
 
§ 54.1-506. Repealed. 
Repealed by Acts 1993, c. 660. 
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§ 54.1-507. Repealed. 
Repealed by Acts 1992, c. 477. 

§§ 54.1-508, 54.1-509. Repealed. 
Repealed by Acts 1993, c. 660. 

§ 54.1-510. Repealed. 
Repealed by Acts 1988, c. 802. 

§ 54.1-511. Repealed. 
Repealed by Acts 1993, c. 660. 

§ 54.1-512. Exemptions from licensure. 
 
A. In an emergency, the Board may, at its discretion, waive the requirement for asbestos contractor's, 
supervisor's and worker's licenses. 
 
B. Any employer, and any employee of such employer, who conducts an asbestos project on premises 
owned or leased by such employer shall be exempt from licensure. 
 
C. Notwithstanding the provisions of the Virginia Tort Claims Act (§ 8.01-195.1 et seq.), neither the 
Commonwealth nor any agency or employee of the Commonwealth shall be subject to any liability as the 
result of a determination made by the Board hereunder. 
 
D. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as requiring the licensure of a contractor who contracts to 
undertake a project, a portion of which constitutes an asbestos or lead abatement project or renovation, if 
all of the asbestos or lead abatement work or renovation is subcontracted to a person licensed to perform 
such work in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. 
 
E. This chapter shall not apply to any person who performs lead-based paint activities within residences 
which they own, unless the residence is occupied by a person or persons other than the owner or the 
owner's immediate family while these activities are being conducted or a child is residing in the property 
and has been identified as having an elevated blood-lead level. 
 
F. This chapter shall not apply to renovations of owner-occupied housing constructed before 1978, 
provided the person performing renovations obtains a statement signed by the owner providing that (i) no 
child under the age of six or pregnant woman resides in the structure, (ii) the residence is not a child-
occupied facility, and (iii) the owner acknowledges that renovations may not include all of the lead-safe 
work practices contained in the EPA Lead Renovation, Repair, and Painting Program final rule. 
 
G. This chapter shall not apply to any person who performs renovations on (i) housing constructed after 
January 1, 1978, (ii) housing for the elderly or persons with disabilities, unless a child under the age of six 
resides or is expected to reside in the structure, or (iii) a structure that does not have bedrooms. 
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1987, c. 579, § 54-145.10:6; 1988, cc. 765, 807; 1989, c. 397; 1993, c. 660; 1996, cc. 180, 846; 1998, c. 
739; 2009, c. 819. 
 
§ 54.1-513. Repealed. 
Repealed by Acts 1998, c. 739. 
 
§ 54.1-514. Award of contracts by state agencies and political subdivisions. 
 
A state agency or a political subdivision shall not award a contract in connection with an asbestos project 
to a person who does not hold an asbestos contractor's, inspector's, management planner's or project 
designer's license at the time the bid is submitted unless the general contractor to whom the contract is 
awarded will be contractually committed to have all asbestos related work performed by its own 
subcontractors who are appropriately licensed as asbestos contractors, inspectors, management planners or 
project designers pursuant to this chapter. 
 
1987, c. 579, § 54-145.10:8; 1988, cc. 765, 802; 1989, c. 397; 1990, c. 105; 1996, cc. 180, 846. 
 
§ 54.1-515. Employer discrimination; penalty. 
 
Any employer who discriminates against or otherwise penalizes an employee who complains to or 
cooperates with the Board or any other governmental agency in administering this chapter is subject to the 
penalties in § 54.1-517. 

1987, c. 579, § 54-145.10:9; 1988, c. 765; 1993, cc. 499, 660. 

§ 54.1-516. Disciplinary actions. 
 
A. The Board may reprimand, fine, suspend or revoke (i) the license of a lead contractor, lead inspector, 
lead risk assessor, lead project designer, lead supervisor, lead worker, asbestos contractor, asbestos 
supervisor, asbestos inspector, asbestos analytical laboratory, asbestos management planner, asbestos 
project designer, asbestos project monitor, asbestos worker, renovator, dust sampling technician, 
renovation contractor, or home inspector or (ii) the approval of an accredited asbestos training program, 
accredited lead training program, accredited renovation training program, training manager or principal 
instructor, if the licensee or approved person or program: 
 
1. Fraudulently or deceptively obtains or attempts to obtain a license or approval; 
 
2. Fails at any time to meet the qualifications for a license or approval or to comply with the requirements 
of this chapter or any regulation adopted by the Board; or 
 
3. Fails to meet any applicable federal or state standard when performing an asbestos project or service, 
performing lead-based paint activities, or performing renovations. 
 
B. The Board may reprimand, fine, suspend or revoke the license of (i) any asbestos contractor who 
employs or permits an individual without an asbestos supervisor's or worker's license to work on an 



96  

asbestos project, (ii) any lead contractor who employs or permits an individual without a lead supervisor's 
or lead worker's license to work on a lead abatement project, or (iii) any renovation contractor who 
employs or permits an individual without a renovator's license to perform or to direct others who perform 
renovations. 
 
C. The Board may reprimand, fine, suspend or revoke the license of a home inspector. 
 
1987, c. 579, § 54-145.10:10; 1988, cc. 765, 802; 1989, c. 397; 1990, c. 823; 1993, c. 660; 1994, cc. 185, 
911; 1996, cc. 180, 846; 1997, c. 885; 1998, c. 739; 2001, c. 723; 2009, cc. 358, 819; 2012, cc. 803, 835; 
2016, cc. 161, 436. 
 
§ 54.1-516.1. Summary suspension of licenses or approvals; allegations to be in writing. 
 
The Board may suspend the license or the approval of any (i) accredited training program, (ii) training 
manager or (iii) principal instructor of any person holding a license issued by it without a hearing 
simultaneously with the institution of proceedings for a hearing or an informal fact finding conference, if 
the relevant board finds that there is a substantial danger to the public health or safety that warrants this 
action. The Board may meet by telephone conference call when summarily suspending a license or the 
approval of an accredited training program, training manager or principal instructor if a good faith effort to 
assemble a quorum of the Board has failed and, in the judgment of a majority of the members of the Board, 
the continued practice by the licensee or approved individual or training program constitutes a substantial 
danger to the public health or safety. Institution of proceedings for a hearing or an informal fact finding 
conference shall be provided simultaneously with the summary suspension. Such hearing or conference 
shall be scheduled within a reasonable time of the date of the summary suspension. Allegations of 
violations of this section shall be made in accordance with § 54.1-307.1. 
 
2004, c. 222. 
 
§ 54.1-517. Penalties for willful violations. 
 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any person who willfully violates any provision of this chapter 
or any regulation related to licensure or training adopted pursuant to this chapter shall be guilty of a Class 1 
misdemeanor for the first two violations and a Class 6 felony for a third and each subsequent violation 
within a three-year period. 
 
In addition, licensed asbestos contractors, asbestos supervisors, asbestos inspectors, asbestos management 
planners, asbestos project designers, asbestos project monitors, asbestos analytical laboratories and 
asbestos workers, lead contractors, lead inspectors, lead risk assessors, lead project designers, lead 
supervisors, lead workers, renovators, dust sampling technicians, renovation contractors, and accredited 
asbestos training programs, accredited lead training programs, accredited renovator training programs, 
training managers or principal instructors may be assessed a civil penalty by the Board of not more than 
$1,000 for an initial violation and $5,000 for each subsequent violation within a three-year period arising 
from a willful violation of standards established by the Environmental Protection Agency, Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration, Department of Labor and Industry, or the Divisions of Air Pollution 
Control and Waste Management of the Department of Environmental Quality in a three-year period. 
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1987, c. 579, § 54-145.10:11; 1988, cc. 765, 802; 1989, c. 397; 1990, c. 823; 1993, c. 660; 1994, cc. 185, 
911; 1996, cc. 180, 846; 1997, c. 885; 1998, c. 739; 2009, c. 819. 
 

Article 2 
Home Inspectors 

 
§ 54.1-517.1 Repealed. 
Repealed by Acts cc. 161 and 436, cl. 2, effective July 1, 2017. 
 
§ 54.1-517.2. Requirements for licensure. 
 
A. The Board shall issue a license to practice as a home inspector in the Commonwealth to: 
 
1. An individual who holds an unexpired certificate as a home inspector issued prior to June 30, 2017; or 
 
2. An applicant who has successfully: 
 
a. Completed the educational requirements as required by the Board; 
 
b. Completed the experience requirements as required by the Board; and 
 
c. Passed the examination approved by the Board. 
 
B. The Board shall issue a license with the new residential structure endorsement to any applicant who 
completes a training module developed by the Board in conjunction with the Department of Housing and 
Community Development based on the International Residential Code component of the Virginia Uniform 
Statewide Building Code. 
 
2001, c. 723; 2015, c. 411; 2016, cc. 161, 436. 
 
§ 54.1-517.2:1. Home inspection; required statement related to the presence of yellow shaded 
corrugated stainless steel tubing. 
 
A. As used in this section: 
 
"Bonding" means connecting metallic systems to establish electrical continuity and conductivity. 
 
"Corrugated stainless steel tubing" or "CSST" means a flexible stainless steel pipe used to supply natural 
gas or propane in residential, commercial, and industrial structures. 
 
"Grounding" means connecting to the ground or to a conductive body that extends to ground connection. 
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B. If a home inspector observes the presence of any shade of yellow corrugated stainless steel tubing 
during a home inspection in a home that was built prior to the adoption of the 2006 Virginia 
Construction Code, effective May 1, 2008, he shall include that observation in the report along with the 
following statement: "Manufacturers believe that this product is safer if properly bonded and grounded 
as required by the manufacturer's installation instructions. Proper bonding and grounding of the product 
should be determined by a contractor licensed to perform the work in the Commonwealth of Virginia." 
 
2017, c. 805. 
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15 USC 2646: Contractor and laboratory accreditation
Text contains those laws in effect on January 22, 2023

From Title 15-COMMERCE AND TRADE
CHAPTER 53-TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL
SUBCHAPTER II-ASBESTOS HAZARD EMERGENCY RESPONSE

Jump To
Source Credit
Miscellaneous
References In Text
Amendment
Effective Date

§2646. Contractor and laboratory accreditation
(a) Contractor accreditation

A person may not-
(1) in pect for a be to containing material in a chool building under the authority of a local educational agency

or in a public or commercial building,
(2) prepare a management plan for such a school, or
(3) design or conduct response actions, other than the type of action described in sections 2643(f) and 2644(c) of

thi  title, with re pect to friable a be to containing material in uch a chool or in a public or commercial building,

unless such person is accredited by a State under subsection (b) or is accredited pursuant to an Administrator-
approved cour e under ub ection (c)
(b) Accreditation by State

(1) Model plan
(A) Persons to be accredited

Within 180 day  after October 22, 1986, the Admini trator, in con ultation with affected organization , hall
develop a model contractor accreditation plan for States to give accreditation to persons in the following
categories:

(i) Persons who inspect for asbestos-containing material in school buildings under the authority of a local
educational agency or in public or commercial building

(ii) Persons who prepare management plans for such schools.
(iii) Persons who design or carry out response actions, other than the type of action described in sections

2643(f) and 2644(c) of this title, with respect to friable asbestos-containing material in such schools or in public
or commercial building

(B) Plan requirements

The plan shall include a requirement that any person in a category listed in paragraph (1) 1 achieve a passing
grade on an e amination and participate in continuing education to tay informed about current a be to
inspection and response action technology. The examination shall demonstrate the knowledge of the person in
areas that the Administrator prescribes as necessary and appropriate in each of the categories. Such
examinations may include requirements for knowledge in the following areas:

(i) Recognition of a be to containing material and it  phy ical characteri tic
(ii) Health hazards of asbestos and the relationship between asbestos exposure and disease.
(iii) Assessing the risk of asbestos exposure through a knowledge of percentage weight of asbestos-

containing material, friability, age, deterioration, location and accessibility of materials, and advantages and
di advantage  of dry and wet re pon e action method

(iv) Respirators and their use, care, selection, degree of protection afforded, fitting, testing, and maintenance
and cleaning procedures.

(v) Appropriate work practices and control methods, including the use of high efficiency particle absolute
vacuum , the u e of amended water, and principle  of negative air pre ure equipment u e and procedure

(vi) Preparing a work area for response action work, including isolating work areas to prevent bystander or
public exposure to asbestos, decontamination procedures, and procedures for dismantling work areas after
completion of work.

(vii) E tabli hing emergency procedure  to re pond to udden relea e
(viii) Air monitoring requirements and procedures.
(ix) Medical surveillance program requirements.
(x) Proper asbestos waste transportation and disposal procedures.
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(xi) Housekeeping and personal hygiene practices, including the necessity of showers, and procedures to
prevent asbestos exposure to an employee's family.

(2) State adoption of plan
Each State shall adopt a contractor accreditation plan at least as stringent as the model plan developed by the

Admini trator under paragraph (1), within 180 day  after the commencement of the fir t regular e ion of the
legislature of such State which is convened following the date on which the Administrator completes development of
the model plan. In the case of a school operated under the defense dependents' education system provided for
under the Defense Dependents' Education Act of 1978 (20 U.S.C. 921 et seq.), the Secretary of Defense shall adopt
a contractor accreditation plan at lea t a  tringent a  that model

(c) Accreditation by Administrator-approved course
(1) Cour e approval

Within 180 days after October 22, 1986, the Administrator shall ensure that any Environmental Protection Agency-
approved asbestos training course is consistent with the model plan (including testing requirements) developed
under ub ection (b)  A contractor may be accredited by taking and pa ing uch a cour e
(2) Treatment of persons with previous EPA asbestos training

A per on who
(A) completed an Environmental Protection Agency-approved asbestos training course before October 22,

1986, and
(B) passed (or passes) an asbestos test either before or after October 22, 1986,

may be accredited under paragraph (1) if the Administrator determines that the course and test are equivalent to the
requirements of the model plan developed under subsection (b). If the Administrator so determines, the person shall
be con idered accredited for the purpo e  of thi  ubchapter until a date that i  one year after the date on which the
State in which such person is employed establishes an accreditation program pursuant to subsection (b).
(3) Lists of courses

The Administrator, in consultation with affected organizations, shall publish (and revise as necessary)-
(A) a list of asbestos courses and tests in effect before October 22, 1986, which qualify for equivalency

treatment under paragraph (2), and
(B) a li t of a be to  cour e  and te t  which the Admini trator determine  under paragraph (1) are con i tent

with the model plan and which will qualify a contractor for accreditation under such paragraph.
(d) Laboratory accreditation

(1) The Administrator shall provide for the development of an accreditation program for laboratories by the National
Institute of Standards and Technology in accordance with paragraph (2). The Administrator shall transfer such funds as
are necessary to the National Institute of Standards and Technology to carry out such program.

(2) The National In titute of Standard  and Technology, upon reque t by the Admini trator, hall, in con ultation with
affected organizations-

(A) within 360 days after October 22, 1986, develop an accreditation program for laboratories which conduct
qualitative and semi-quantitative analyses of bulk samples of asbestos-containing material, and

(B) within 720 day  after October 22, 1986, develop an accreditation program for laboratorie  which conduct
analyses of air samples of asbestos from school buildings under the authority of a local educational agency.

(3) A laboratory which plan  to carry out any uch analy i  hall comply with the requirement  of the accreditation
program.
(e) Financial assistance contingent on use of accredited persons

(1) A school which is an applicant for financial assistance under section 505 of the Asbestos School Hazard
Abatement Act of 1984 [20 U.S.C. 4014] is not eligible for such assistance unless the school, in carrying out the
requirements of this subchapter-

(A) u e  a per on (or per on )
(i) who is accredited by a State which has adopted an accreditation plan based on the model plan developed

under subsection (b), or
(ii) who is accredited pursuant to an Administrator-approved course under subsection (c), and

(B) uses a laboratory (or laboratories) which is accredited under the program developed under subsection (d).

(2) This subsection shall apply to any financial assistance provided under the Asbestos School Hazard Abatement
Act of 1984 [20 U.S.C. 4011 et seq.] for activities performed after the following dates:

(A) In the case of activities performed by persons, after the date which is one year after October 22, 1986.
(B) In the ca e of activitie  performed by laboratorie , after the date which i  180 day  after the date on which a

laboratory accreditation program is completed under subsection (d).
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(f) List of EPA-approved courses
Not later than Augu t 31, 1988, and every three month  thereafter until Augu t 31, 1991, the Admini trator hall

publish in the Federal Register a list of all Environmental Protection Agency-approved asbestos training courses for
persons to achieve accreditation in each category described in subsection (b)(1)(A) and for laboratories to achieve
accreditation. The Administrator may continue publishing such a list after August 31, 1991, at such times as the
Admini trator con ider  it u eful  The li t hall include the name and addre  of each approved trainer and, to the
extent available, a list of all the geographic sites where training courses will take place. The Administrator shall provide
a copy of the list to each State official on the list published by the Administrator under section 2645(d)(6) of this title
and to each regional office of the Environmental Protection Agency.
(Pub. L. 94–469, title II, §206, as added Pub. L. 99–519, §2, Oct. 22, 1986, 100 Stat. 2980 ; amended Pub. L. 100–
368, 3, July 18, 1988, 102 Stat  832 ; Pub  L  100 418, title V, 5115(c), Aug  23, 1988, 102 Stat  1433 ; Pub  L  101
637, §15(a)(1), (2), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 4596 .)

E�������� N����

R��������� �� T���
The Defen e Dependent ' Education Act of 1978, referred to in ub ec  (b)(2), i  title XIV of Pub  L  95

561, Nov  1, 1978, 92 Stat  2365 , which i  cla ified principally to chapter 25A ( 921 et eq ) of Title 20,
Education  For complete cla ification of thi  Act to the Code, ee Short Title note et out under ection
921 of Title 20 and Table

The A be to  School Hazard Abatement Act of 1984, referred to in ub ec  (e)(2), i  title V of Pub  L
98–377, Aug  11, 1984, 98 Stat  1287 , a  amended, which i  cla ified generally to ubchapter V (§4011 et
eq ) of chapter 52 of Title 20  For complete cla ification of thi  Act to the Code, ee Short Title note et

out under ection 4011 of Title 20 and Table

A���������
1990-Subsec. (a)(1), (3). Pub. L. 101–637, §15(a)(1), inserted before comma at end "or in a public or

commercial building".
Subsec. (b)(1)(A)(i), (iii). Pub. L. 101–637, §15(a)(2), inserted before period at end "or in public or

commercial buildings".
1988-Subsec. (d)(1), (2). Pub. L. 100–418 substituted "National Institute of Standards and Technology"

for "National Bureau of Standards" wherever appearing.
Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 100–368 added subsec. (f).

S�������� N���� ��� R������ S�����������

E�������� D��� �� 1990 A��������
Pub. L. 101–637, §15(c), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 4597 , provided that: "This section [amending this

section and section 2647 of this title and enacting provisions set out as notes under this section] shall take
effect upon the expiration of the 12-month period following the date of the enactment of this Act [Nov. 28,
1990]. The Administrator may extend the effective date for a period not to exceed one year if the
Administrator determines that accredited asbestos contractors are needed to perform school-site
abatement required under the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act [of 1986] (15 U.S.C. 2641) and
such an extension is necessary to ensure effective implementation of section 203 of the Toxic
Substances Control Act [15 U.S.C. 2643]."

R������� �� M���� C��������� A������������ P������
Pub. L. 101–637, §15(a)(3), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 4596 , provided that: "Not later than one year after

the date of the enactment of this Act [Nov. 28, 1990], the Administrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency shall revise the model contractor accreditation plan promulgated under section 206(b)(1) of the
Toxic Substances Control Act (15 U.S.C. 2646(b)(1)) to increase the minimum number of hours of training,
including additional hours of hands-on health and safety training, required for asbestos abatement
workers and to make such other changes as may be necessary to implement the amendments made by
paragraphs (1) and (2) [amending this section]."

EPA A������������ N�� E��������� "S�������� A��������" U���� OSHA L�� ��
E��������� A�������� U���� T��� C������

Pub  L  101 637, §15(b), Nov  28, 1990, 104 Stat  4596 , provided that  "In e erci ing any authority under
the To ic Sub tance  Control Act [15 U S C  2601 et eq ] in connection with the amendment made by
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subsection (a) of this section [amending this section and section 2647 of this title], the Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency shall not, for purposes of section 4(b)(1) of the Occupational Safety and
Health Act of 1970 (29 U.S.C. 653(b)(1)), be considered to be exercising statutory authority to prescribe or
enforce standards or regulations affecting occupational safety and health."

1 So in original. Probably should be "subparagraph (A)".



Appendix A to Subpart M of Part 61
Interpretive Rule Governing Roof Removal Operations

Title 40 - Protection of Environment
Chapter I - Environmental Protection Agency
Subchapter C - Air Programs
Part 61 - National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.
Source: 38 FR 8826, Apr. 6, 1973, unless otherwise noted.

Subpart M National Emission Standard for Asbestos

§ 61.140 Applicability.
§ 61.141 Definitions.
§ 61.142 Standard for asbestos mills.
§ 61.143 Standard for roadways.
§ 61.144 Standard for manufacturing.
§ 61.145 Standard for demolition and renovation.
§ 61.146 Standard for spraying.
§ 61.147 Standard for fabricating.
§ 61.148 Standard for insulating materials.
§ 61.149 Standard for waste disposal for asbestos mills.
§ 61.150 Standard for waste disposal for manufacturing, fabricating, demolition, renovation, and

spraying operations.
§ 61.151 Standard for inactive waste disposal sites for asbestos mills and manufacturing and

fabricating operations.
§ 61.152 Air-cleaning.
§ 61.153 Reporting.
§ 61.154 Standard for active waste disposal sites.
§ 61.155 Standard for operations that convert asbestos-containing waste material into

nonasbestos (asbestos-free) material.
§ 61.156 Cross-reference to other asbestos regulations.
§ 61.157 Delegation of authority.

Subpart M - National Emission Standard for Asbestos

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 7401, 7412, 7414, 7416, 7601.

Source: 49 FR 13661, Apr. 5, 1984, unless otherwise noted.

This content is from the eCFR and is authoritative but unofficial.
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A. Threshold Amounts of Asbestos-Containing Roofing Material

membrane systems; asphalt shingles; asphalt-containing underlayment felts; asphalt-containing roof
coatings and mastics; and asphalt-containing base flashings. ACM roofing products that use other
bituminous or resinous binders (such as coal tars or pitches) are also considered to be Category I ACM.
Category II ACM includes all other nonfriable ACM, for example, asbestos-cement (A/C) shingles, A/C
tiles, and transite boards or panels containing more than one percent asbestos. Generally speaking,
Category II ACM is more likely to become friable when damaged than is Category I ACM. The applicability
of the NESHAP to Category I and II ACM depends on: (1) the condition of the material at the time of
demolition or renovation, (2) the nature of the operation to which the material will be subjected, (3) the
amount of ACM involved.

1.3. Asbestos-containing material regulated under the NESHAP is referred to as “regulated asbestos-
containing material” (RACM). RACM is defined in § 61.141 of the NESHAP and includes: (1) friable
asbestos-containing material; (2) Category I nonfriable ACM that has become friable; (3) Category I
nonfriable ACM that has been or will be sanded, ground, cut, or abraded; or (4) Category II nonfriable ACM
that has already been or is likely to become crumbled, pulverized, or reduced to powder. If the coverage
threshold for RACM is met or exceeded in a renovation or demolition operation, then all friable ACM in the
operation, and in certain situations, nonfriable ACM in the operation, are subject to the NESHAP.

1.A.1. The NESHAP does not cover roofing projects on single family homes or on residential
buildings containing four or fewer dwelling units. 40 CFR 61.141. For other roofing renovation
projects, if the total asbestos-containing roof area undergoing renovation is less than 160 ft2, the
NESHAP does not apply, regardless of the removal method to be used, the type of material (Category
I or II), or its condition (friable versus nonfriable). 40 CFR 61.145(a)(4). However, EPA would
recommend the use of methods that damage asbestos-containing roofing material as little as
possible. EPA has determined that where a rotating blade (RB) roof cutter or equipment that similarly
damages the roofing material is used to remove Category I nonfriable asbestos-containing roofing
material, the removal of 5580 ft2 of that material will create 160 ft2 of RACM. For the purposes of
this interpretive rule, “RB roof cutter” means an engine-powered roof cutting machine with one or
more rotating cutting blades the edges of which are blunt. (Equipment with blades having sharp or
tapered edges, and/or which does not use a rotating blade, is used for “slicing” rather than “cutting”
the roofing material; such equipment is not included in the term “RB roof cutter”.) Therefore, it is
EPA's interpretation that when an RB roof cutter or equipment that similarly damages the roofing
material is used to remove Category I nonfriable asbestos-containing roofing material, any project
that is 5580 ft2 or greater is subject to the NESHAP; conversely, it is EPA's interpretation that when an
RB roof cutter or equipment that similarly damages the roofing material is used to remove Category I
nonfriable asbestos-containing roofing material in a roof removal project that is less than 5580 ft2,
the project is not subject to the NESHAP, except that notification is always required for demolitions.
EPA further construes the NESHAP to mean that if slicing or other methods that do not sand, grind,
cut or abrade will be used on Category I nonfriable ACM, the NESHAP does not apply, regardless of
the area of roof to be removed.

1.A.2. For asbestos cement (A/C) shingles (or other Category II roofing material), if the area of the
roofing material to be removed is at least 160 ft2 and the removal methods will crumble, pulverize,
reduce to powder, or contaminate with RACM (from other ACM that has been crumbled, pulverized or
reduced to powder) 160 ft2 or more of such roofing material, the removal is subject to the NESHAP.
Conversely, if the area of the A/C shingles (or other Category II roofing materials) to be removed is
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B. A/C Shingle Removal (Category II ACM Removal)

C. Cutting vs. Slicing and Manual Methods for Removal of Category I ACM

less than 160 ft2, the removal is not subject to the NESHAP regardless of the removal method used,
except that notification is always required for demolitions. 40 CFR 61.145(a). However, EPA would
recommend the use of methods that damage asbestos-containing roofing material as little as
possible. If A/C shingles (or other Category II roofing materials) are removed without 160 ft2 or more
of such roofing material being crumbled, pulverized, reduced to powder, or contaminated with RACM
(from other ACM that has been crumbled, pulverized or reduced to powder), the operation is not
subject to the NESHAP, even where the total area of the roofing material to be removed exceeds 160
ft2; provided, however, that if the renovation includes other operations involving RACM, the roof
removal operation is covered if the total area of RACM from all renovation activities exceeds 160 ft2.
See the definition of regulated asbestos-containing material (RACM), 40 CFR 61.141.

1.A.3. Only roofing material that meets the definition of ACM can qualify as RACM subject to the
NESHAP. Therefore, to determine if a removal operation that meets or exceeds the coverage
threshold is subject to the NESHAP, any suspect roofing material (i.e. roofing material that may be
ACM) should be tested for asbestos. If any such roofing material contains more than one percent
asbestos and if the removal operation is covered by the NESHAP, then EPA must be notified and the
work practices in § 61.145(c) must be followed. In EPA's view, if a removal operation involves at least
the threshold level of suspect material, a roofing contractor may choose not to test for asbestos if
the contractor follows the notification and work practice requirements of the NESHAP.

1.B.1. A/C shingles, which are Category II nonfriable ACM, become regulated ACM if the material has
a high probability of becoming or has become crumbled, pulverized or reduced to powder by the
forces expected to act on the material in the course of demolition or renovation operations. 40 CFR
61.141. However, merely breaking an A/C shingle (or any other category II ACM) that is not friable
may not necessarily cause the material to become RACM. A/C shingles are typically nailed to
buildings on which they are attached. EPA believes that the extent of breakage that will normally
result from carefully removing A/C shingles and lowering the shingles to the ground will not result in
crumbling, pulverizing or reducing the shingles to powder. Conversely, the extent of breakage that
will normally occur if the A/C shingles are dropped from a building or scraped off of a building with
heavy machinery would cause the shingles to become RACM. EPA therefore construes the NESHAP
to mean that the removal of A/C shingles that are not friable, using methods that do not crumble,
pulverize, or reduce the A/C shingles to powder (such as pry bars, spud bars and shovels to carefully
pry the material), is not subject to the NESHAP provided that the A/C shingles are properly handled
during and after removal, as discussed in this paragraph and the asbestos NESHAP. This
interpretation also applies to other Category II nonfriable asbestos-containing roofing materials.

1.C.1. Because of damage to the roofing material, and the potential for fiber release, roof removal
operations using rotating blade (RB) roof cutters or other equipment that sand, grind, cut or abrade
the roof material are subject to the NESHAP. As EPA interprets the NESHAP, the use of certain
manual methods (using equipment such as axes, hatchets, or knives, spud bars, pry bars, and
shovels, but not saws) or methods that slice, shear, or punch (using equipment such as a power
slicer or power plow) does not constitute “cutting, sanding, grinding or abrading.” This is because
these methods do not destroy the structural matrix or integrity of the material such that the material
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III. Emission Control Practices

A. Requirements To Adequately Wet and Discharge No Visible Emission

B. Exemptions From Wetting Requirements

• For emergency renovations (as defined in § 61.141), where work must begin immediately to
avoid safety or public health hazards, equipment damage, or unreasonable financial burden, the
notification must be postmarked or delivered to EPA as soon as possible, but no later than the
following work day.

3.A.1. The principal controls contained in the NESHAP for removal operations include
requirements that the affected material be adequately wetted, and that asbestos waste be
handled, collected, and disposed of properly. The requirements for disposal of waste materials
are discussed separately in section IV below. The emission control requirements discussed in
this section III apply only to roof removal operations that are covered by the NESHAP as set
forth in Section I above.

3.A.2. For any operation subject to the NESHAP, the regulation (§§ 61.145(c)(2)(i), (3), (6)(i))
requires that RACM be adequately wet (as defined in § 61.141) during the operation that
damages or disturbs the asbestos material until collected for disposal.

3.A.3. When using an RB roof cutter (or any other method that sands, grinds, cuts or abrades
the roofing material) to remove Category I asbestos-containing roofing material, the emission
control requirements of § 61.145(c) apply as discussed in Section I above. EPA will consider a
roof removal project to be in compliance with the “adequately wet” and “discharge no visible
emission” requirements of the NESHAP if the RB roof cutter is equipped and operated with the
following: (1) a blade guard that completely encloses the blade and extends down close to the
roof surface; and (2) a device for spraying a fine mist of water inside the blade guard, and which
device is in operation during the cutting of the roof.

3.B.1. The NESHAP provides that, in certain instances, wetting may not be required during the
cutting of Category I asbestos roofing material with an RB roof cutter. If EPA determines in
accordance with § 61.145(c)(3)(i), that wetting will unavoidably damage the building,
equipment inside the building, or will present a safety hazard while stripping the ACM from a
facility component that remains in place, the roof removal operation will be exempted from the
requirement to wet during cutting. EPA must have sufficient written information on which to
base such a decision. Before proceeding with a dry removal, the contractor must have received
EPA's written approval. Such exemptions will be made on a case-by-case basis.

3.B.2. It is EPA's view that, in most instances, exemptions from the wetting requirements are not
necessary. Where EPA grants an exemption from wetting because of the potential for damage
to the building, damage to equipment within the building or a safety hazard, the NESHAP
specifies alternative control methods (§ 61.145(c)(3)(i)(B)). Alternative control methods include
(a) the use of local exhaust ventilation systems that capture the dust, and do not produce
visible emissions, or (b) methods that are designed and operated in accordance with the
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IV. Waste Disposal

A. Disposal Requirements

B. Waste Shipment Record

or reduced to powder using hand pressure), it is EPA's interpretation that the use of an
encapsulant will ensure that such friable material need not be treated or disposed of as
asbestos containing waste material. The encapsulant may be applied to the friable material
after the roofing material has been collected into stacks for subsequent disposal as
nonasbestos waste. It is EPA's view that if the encapsulation procedure set forth in this
paragraph is followed in operations where roofing material near the cutline has been rendered
friable by the use of an RB roof cutter, and if the decontamination procedures set forth in
paragraph 3.C.3 have been followed, the NESHAP's no visible emissions and adequately wet
requirements would be met for the removal, handling and disposal of the remaining roofing
material.

3.C.6. As one way to comply with the NESHAP, the dust and debris from cutting can be placed
in leak-tight containers, such as plastic bags, and the containers labeled using warning labels
required by OSHA (29 CFR 1926.58). In addition, the containers must have labels that identify
the waste generator (such as the name of the roofing contractor, abatement contractor, and/or
building owner or operator) and the location of the site at which the waste was generated.

4.A.1. Section 61.150(b) requires that, as soon as is practical, all collected dust and debris from
cutting as well as any contaminated roofing squares, must be taken to a landfill that is operated
in accordance with § 61.154 or to an EPA-approved site that converts asbestos waste to
nonasbestos material in accordance with § 61.155. During the loading and unloading of
affected waste, asbestos warning signs must be affixed to the vehicles.

4.B.1. For each load of asbestos waste that is regulated under the NESHAP, a waste shipment
record (WSR) must be maintained in accordance with § 61.150(d). Information that must be
maintained for each waste load includes the following:

• Name, address, and telephone number of the waste generator

• Name and address of the local, State, or EPA regional office responsible for administering the
asbestos NESHAP program

• Quantity of waste in cubic meters (or cubic yards)

• Name and telephone number of the disposal site operator

• Name and physical site location of the disposal site

• Date transported

• Name, address, and telephone number of the transporter(s)

• Certification that the contents meet all government regulations for transport by highways.
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Appendix A to Subpart E of Part 763
Interim Transmission Electron Microscopy Analytical Methods -
Mandatory and Nonmandatory - and Mandatory Section To
Determine Completion of Response Actions

Appendix B to Subpart E of Part 763 [Reserved]

Appendix C to Subpart E of Part 763
Asbestos Model Accreditation Plan

Appendix D to Subpart E of Part 763
Transport and Disposal of Asbestos Waste

Appendix E to Subpart E of Part 763
Interim Method of the Determination of Asbestos in Bulk
Insulation Samples

Title 40 - Protection of Environment
Chapter I - Environmental Protection Agency
Subchapter R - Toxic Substances Control Act

Part 763 Asbestos

Subparts A-D [Reserved]
Subpart E Asbestos-Containing Materials in Schools

§ 763.80 Scope and purpose.
§ 763.83 Definitions.
§ 763.84 General local education agency responsibilities.
§ 763.85 Inspection and reinspections.
§ 763.86 Sampling.
§ 763.87 Analysis.
§ 763.88 Assessment.
§ 763.90 Response actions.
§ 763.91 Operations and maintenance.
§ 763.92 Training and periodic surveillance.
§ 763.93 Management plans.
§ 763.94 Recordkeeping.
§ 763.95 Warning labels.
§ 763.97 Compliance and enforcement.
§ 763.98 Waiver; delegation to State.
§ 763.99 Exclusions.

Subpart F [Reserved]

This content is from the eCFR and is authoritative but unofficial.

40 CFR Part 763 (up to date as of 1/19/2023)
Asbestos 40 CFR Part 763

40 CFR Part 763 (enhanced display) page 1 of 148



























































40 CFR Part 763 (up to date as of 1/19/2023)
Asbestos 40 CFR Appendix-A-to-Subpart-E-of-Part-763 II.B.6.

        















40 CFR Part 763 (up to date as of 1/19/2023)
Asbestos 40 CFR Appendix-A-to-Subpart-E-of-Part-763 II.F.9.a.

40 CFR Appendix-A-to-Subpart-E-of-Part-763 II.F.9.a. (enhanced display) page 37 of 148









Monitoring the environment for airborne asbestos requires the use of sensitive sampling and
analysis procedures. Because the test is sensitive, it may be influenced by a variety of factors. These
include the supplies used in the sampling operation, the performance of the sampling, the
preparation of the grid from the filter and the actual examination of this grid in the microscope. Each
of these unit operations must produce a product of defined quality if the analytical result is to be a
reliable and meaningful test result. Accordingly, a series of control checks and reference standards
are to be performed along with the sample analysis as indicators that the materials used are
adequate and the operations are within acceptable limits. In this way, the quality of the data is
defined and the results are of known value. These checks and tests also provide timely and specific
warning of any problems which might develop within the sampling and analysis operations. A
description of these quality control/quality assurance procedures is summarized in the following
Table III:
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An intersection is a non-parallel touching or crossing of fibers, with the projection having
an aspect ratio of 5:1 or greater. Combinations such as a matrix and cluster, matrix and
bundle, or bundle and cluster are categorized by the dominant fiber quality - cluster,
bundle, and matrix, respectively. Separate categories will be maintained for fibers less
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1. Workers

apprenticeship program. Further, they might consider more stringent minimum qualification
standards for the approval of training instructors. EPA recommends that the enrollment in any
given course be limited to 25 students so that adequate opportunities exist for individual
hands-on experience.

States have the option to provide initial training directly or approve other entities to offer
training. The following requirements are for the initial training of persons required to have
accreditation under TSCA Title II.

Training requirements for each of the five accredited disciplines are outlined below. Persons in
each discipline perform a different job function and distinct role. Inspectors identify and assess
the condition of ACBM, or suspect ACBM. Management planners use data gathered by
inspectors to assess the degree of hazard posed by ACBM in schools to determine the scope
and timing of appropriate response actions needed for schools. Project designers determine
how asbestos abatement work should be conducted. Lastly, workers and contractor/
supervisors carry out and oversee abatement work. In addition, a recommended training
curriculum is also presented for a sixth discipline, which is not federally-accredited, that of
“Project Monitor.” Each accredited discipline and training curriculum is separate and distinct
from the others. A person seeking accreditation in any of the five accredited MAP disciplines
cannot attend two or more courses concurrently, but may attend such courses sequentially.

In several instances, initial training courses for a specific discipline (e.g., workers, inspectors)
require hands-on training. For asbestos abatement contractor/supervisors and workers, hands-
on training should include working with asbestos-substitute materials, fitting and using
respirators, use of glovebags, donning protective clothing, and constructing a decontamination
unit as well as other abatement work activities.

A person must be accredited as a worker to carry out any of the following activities with
respect to friable ACBM in a school or public and commercial building: (1) A response
action other than a SSSD activity, (2) a maintenance activity that disturbs friable ACBM
other than a SSSD activity, or (3) a response action for a major fiber release episode. All
persons seeking accreditation as asbestos abatement workers shall complete at least a
4-day training course as outlined below. The 4-day worker training course shall include
lectures, demonstrations, at least 14 hours of hands-on training, individual respirator fit
testing, course review, and an examination. Hands-on training must permit workers to
have actual experience performing tasks associated with asbestos abatement. A person
who is otherwise accredited as a contractor/supervisor may perform in the role of a
worker without possessing separate accreditation as a worker.

Because of cultural diversity associated with the asbestos workforce, EPA recommends
that States adopt specific standards for the approval of foreign language courses for
abatement workers. EPA further recommends the use of audio-visual materials to
complement lectures, where appropriate.

The training course shall adequately address the following topics:
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1.2 Range

The point counting method may be used for analysis of samples containing from 0 to 100 percent asbestos. The
upper detection limit is 100 percent. The lower detection limit is less than 1 percent.

1.3 Interferences

Fibrous organic and inorganic constituents of bulk samples may interfere with the identification and quantitation of
the asbestos mineral content. Spray-on binder materials may coat fibers and affect color or obscure optical
characteristics to the extent of masking fiber identity. Fine particles of other materials may also adhere to fibers to
an extent sufficient to cause confusion in identification. Procedures that may be used for the removal of
interferences are presented in Section 1.7.2.2.

1.4 Precision and Accuracy

Adequate data for measuring the accuracy and precision of the method for samples with various matrices are not
currently available. Data obtained for samples containing a single asbestos type in a simple matrix are available in
the EPA report Bulk Sample Analysis for Asbestos Content: Evaluation of the Tentative Method. 4

1.5 Apparatus

1.5.1 Sample Analysis

A low-power binocular microscope, preferably stereoscopic, is used to examine the bulk insulation sample as
received.

• Microscope: binocular, 10-45X (approximate).

• Light Source: incandescent or fluorescent.

• Forceps, Dissecting Needles, and Probes

• Glassine Paper or Clean Glass Plate

Compound microscope requirements: A polarized light microscope complete with polarizer, analyzer, port for wave
retardation plate, 360° graduated rotating stage, substage condenser, lamp, and lamp iris.

• Polarized Light Microscope: described above.

• Objective Lenses: 10X, 20X, and 40X or near equivalent.

• Dispersion Staining Objective Lens (optional)
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1.7 Procedures

Note: Exposure to airborne asbestos fibers is a health hazard. Bulk samples submitted for analysis

are usually friable and may release fibers during handling or matrix reduction steps. All sample

and slide preparations should be carried out in a ventilated hood or glove box with continuous

airflow (negative pressure). Handling of samples without these precautions may result in exposure

of the analyst and contamination of samples by airborne fibers.

1.7.1 Sampling

1.7.2 Analysis

1.7.2.1 Gross Examination

1.7.2.2 Sample Preparation

• Refractive Index Liquids for Dispersion Staining: high-dispersion series, 1.550, 1.605, 1.630 (optional).

• UICC Asbestos Reference Sample Set: Available from: UICC MRC Pneumoconiosis Unit, Llandough
Hospital, Penarth, Glamorgan CF6 1XW, UK, and commercial distributors.

• Tremolite-asbestos (source to be determined)

• Actinolite-asbestos (source to be determined)

Samples for analysis of asbestos content shall be taken in the manner prescribed in Reference 5 and
information on design of sampling and analysis programs may be found in Reference 6. If there are any
questions about the representative nature of the sample, another sample should be requested before
proceeding with the analysis.

Bulk samples of building materials taken for the identification and quantitation of asbestos are first
examined for homogeneity at low magnification with the aid of a stereomicroscope. The core sample may
be examined in its container or carefully removed from the container onto a glassine transfer paper or
clean glass plate. If possible, note is made of the top and bottom orientation. When discrete strata are
identified, each is treated as a separate material so that fibers are first identified and quantified in that
layer only, and then the results for each layer are combined to yield an estimate of asbestos content for
the whole sample.

Bulk materials submitted for asbestos analysis involve a wide variety of matrix materials. Representative
subsamples may not be readily obtainable by simple means in heterogeneous materials, and various
steps may be required to alleviate the difficulties encountered. In most cases, however, the best
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1.7.2.3 Fiber Identification

preparation is made by using forceps to sample at several places from the bulk material. Forcep samples
are immersed in a refractive index liquid on a microscope slide, teased apart, covered with a cover glass,
and observed with the polarized light microscope.

Alternatively, attempts may be made to homogenize the sample or eliminate interferences before further
characterization. The selection of appropriate procedures is dependent upon the samples encountered
and personal preference. The following are presented as possible sample preparation steps.

A mortar and pestle can sometimes be used in the size reduction of soft or loosely bound materials
though this may cause matting of some samples. Such samples may be reduced in a Wylie mill.
Apparatus should be clean and extreme care exercised to avoid cross-contamination of samples. Periodic
checks of the particle sizes should be made during the grinding operation so as to preserve any fiber
bundles present in an identifiable form. These procedures are not recommended for samples that contain
amphibole minerals or vermiculite. Grinding of amphiboles may result in the separation of fiber bundles or
the production of cleavage fragments with aspect ratios greater than 3:1. Grinding of vermiculite may also
produce fragments with aspect ratios greater than 3:1.

Acid treatment may occasionally be required to eliminate interferences. Calcium carbonate, gypsum, and
bassanite (plaster) are frequently present in sprayed or trowelled insulations. These materials may be
removed by treatment with warm dilute acetic acid. Warm dilute hydrochloric acid may also be used to
remove the above materials. If acid treatment is required, wash the sample at least twice with distilled
water, being careful not to lose the particulates during decanting steps. Centrifugation or filtration of the
suspension will prevent significant fiber loss. The pore size of the filter should be 0.45 micron or less.
Caution: prolonged acid contact with the sample may alter the optical characteristics of chrysotile fibers
and should be avoided.

Coatings and binding materials adhering to fiber surfaces may also be removed by treatment with sodium
metaphosphate.7 Add 10 mL of 10g/L sodium metaphosphate solution to a small (0.1 to 0.5 mL) sample
of bulk material in a 15-mL glass centrifuge tube. For approximately 15 seconds each, stir the mixture on
a vortex mixer, place in an ultrasonic bath and then shake by hand. Repeat the series. Collect the
dispersed solids by centrifugation at 1000 rpm for 5 minutes. Wash the sample three times by
suspending in 10 mL distilled water and recentrifuging. After washing, resuspend the pellet in 5 mL
distilled water, place a drop of the suspension on a microscope slide, and dry the slide at 110 °C.

In samples with a large portion of cellulosic or other organic fibers, it may be useful to ash part of the
sample and view the residue. Ashing should be performed in a low temperature asher. Ashing may also be
performed in a muffle furnace at temperatures of 500 °C or lower. Temperatures of 550 °C or higher will
cause dehydroxylation of the asbestos minerals, resulting in changes of the refractive index and other key
parameters. If a muffle furnace is to be used, the furnace thermostat should be checked and calibrated to
ensure that samples will not be heated at temperatures greater than 550 °C.

Ashing and acid treatment of samples should not be used as standard procedures. In order to monitor
possible changes in fiber characteristics, the material should be viewed microscopically before and after
any sample preparation procedure. Use of these procedures on samples to be used for quantitation
requires a correction for percent weight loss.

Positive identification of asbestos requires the determination of the following optical properties.
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Table 1-1 - Optical Properties of Asbestoc Fibers

Mineral Morphology, colora
Refractive indicesb Birefring-

ence
Extinction

Sign of
elonationα γ

Chrysotile
(asbestiform
serpentine)

Wavy fibers. Fiber
bundles have splayed
ends and “kinks”.
Aspect ratio typically
>10:1. Colorless3,
nonpleochroic

1.493-1.560 1.517-1.562f

(normally
1.556)

.008 | to fiber
length

+
(length
slow)

Amosite
(asbestiform
grunerite)

Straight, rigid fibers.
Aspect ratio typically
>10:1. Colorless to
brown, nonpleochroic
or weakly so. Opaque
inclusions may be
present

1.635-1.696 1.655-1.729f

(normally
1.696-1.710

.020-.033 | to fiber
length

+
(length
slow)

Crocidolite
(asbestiform
Riebeckite)

Straight, rigid fibers.
Thick fibers and
bundles common, blue
to purple-blue in color.
Pleochroic.
Birefringence is
generally masked by
blue color

1.654-1.701 1.668-1.7173e

(normally
close to
1.700)

.014-.016 | to fiber
length

−
(length

fast)

Anthophyllite- Straight fibers and 1.596-1.652 1.615-1.676f .019-.024 | to fiber +

• Morphology

• Color and pleochroism

• Refractive indices

• Birefringence

• Extinction characteristics

• Sign of elongation

Table 1-1 lists the above properties for commercial asbestos fibers. Figure 1-1 presents a flow diagram of the
examination procedure. Natural variations in the conditions under which deposits of asbestiform minerals are
formed will occasionally produce exceptions to the published values and differences from the UICC standards.
The sign of elongation is determined by use of the compensator plate and crossed polars. Refractive indices
may be determined by the Becke line test. Alternatively, dispersion staining may be used. Inexperienced
operators may find that the dispersion staining technique is more easily learned, and should consult Reference
9 for guidance. Central stop dispersion staining colors are presented in Table 1-2. Available high-dispersion
(HD) liquids should be used.
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Mineral Morphology, colora
Refractive indicesb Birefring-

ence
Extinction

Sign of
elonationα γ

asbestos acicular cleavage
fragments.d Some
composite fibers.
Aspect ratio <10:1.
Colorless to light brown

length (length
slow)

Tremolite-
actinolite-
asbestos

Normally present as
acicular or prismatic
cleavage fragments.d

Single crystals
predominate, aspect
ratio <10:1. Colorless to
pale green

1.599-1.668 1.622-1.688f .023-.020 Oblique
extinction,
10-20° for
fragments.
Composite
fibers show
| extinction

+
(length
slow)

a From reference 5; colors cited are seen by observation with plane polarized light.

b From references 5 and 8.

c Fibers subjected to heating may be brownish.

d Fibers defined as having aspect ratio >3:1.

e to fiber length.

f |To fiber length.
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Table 1-2 - Central Stop Dispersion Staining Colors a

Mineral RI Liquid η η|

Chrysotile 1.550HD Blue Blue-magenta

Amosite 1.680 Blue-magenta to pale blue Golden-yellow

1.550HD Yellow to white Yellow to white

Crocidoliteb 1.700 Red magenta Blue-magenta

1.550HD Yellow to white Yellow to white

Anthophyllite 1.605HD Blue Gold to gold-magenta

Tremolite 1.605HD c Pale blue Gold

Actinolite 1.605HD Gold-magenta to blue Gold

1.630HD c Magenta Golden-yellow

a From reference 9.

b Blue absorption color.

c Oblique extinction view.

1.7.2.4 Quantitation of Asbestos Content

Asbestos quantitation is performed by a point-counting procedure or an equivalent estimation method. An
ocular reticle (cross-hair or point array) is used to visually superimpose a point or points on the
microscope field of view. Record the number of points positioned directly above each kind of particle or
fiber of interest. Score only points directly over asbestos fibers or nonasbestos matrix material. Do not
score empty points for the closest particle. If an asbestos fiber and a matrix particle overlap so that a
point is superimposed on their visual intersection, a point is scored for both categories. Point counting
provides a determination of the area percent asbestos. Reliable conversion of area percent to percent of
dry weight is not currently feasible unless the specific gravities and relative volumes of the materials are
known.

For the purpose of this method, “asbestos fibers” are defined as having an aspect ratio greater than 3:1
and being positively identified as one of the minerals in Table 1-1.

A total of 400 points superimposed on either asbestos fibers or nonasbestos matrix material must be
counted over at least eight different preparations of representative subsamples. Take eight forcep
samples and mount each separately with the appropriate refractive index liquid. The preparation should
not be heavily loaded. The sample should be uniformly dispersed to avoid overlapping particles and allow
25-50 percent empty area within the fields of view. Count 50 nonempty points on each preparation, using
either

• A cross-hair reticle and mechanical stage; or

• A reticle with 25 points (Chalkley Point Array) and counting at least 2 randomly selected fields.
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2.1 Principle and Applicability

The principle of X-ray powder diffraction (XRD) analysis is well established.1 2 Any solid, crystalline material will
diffract an impingent beam of parallel, monochromatic X-rays whenever Bragg's Law,

λ = 2d sin θ,

is satisfied for a particular set of planes in the crystal lattice, where

λ = the X-ray wavelength, Å;

d = the interplanar spacing of the set of reflecting lattice planes, Å; and

θ = the angle of incidence between the X-ray beam and the reflecting lattice planes.

By appropriate orientation of a sample relative to the incident X-ray beam, a diffraction pattern can be generated
that, in most cases, will be uniquely characteristic of both the chemical composition and structure of the crystalline
phases present.

Unlike optical methods of analysis, however, XRD cannot determine crystal morphology. Therefore, in asbestos
analysis, XRD does not distinguish between fibrous and nonfibrous forms of the serpentine and amphibole minerals
(Table 2-1). However, when used in conjunction with optical methods such as polarized light microscopy (PLM),
XRD techniques can provide a reliable analytical method for the identification and characterization of asbestiform
minerals in bulk materials.

For qualitative analysis by XRD methods, samples are initially scanned over limited diagnostic peak regions for the
serpentine (∼7.4 Å) and amphibole (8.2-8.5 Å) minerals (Table 2-2). Standard slow-scanning methods for bulk
sample analysis may be used for materials shown by PLM to contain significant amounts of asbestos (>5-10
percent). Detection of minor or trace amounts of asbestos may require special sample preparation and step-
scanning analysis. All samples that exhibit diffraction peaks in the diagnostic regions for asbestiform minerals are
submitted to a full (5°-60° 2θ; 1° 2θ/min) qualitative XRD scan, and their diffraction patterns are compared with
standard reference powder diffraction patterns3 to verify initial peak assignments and to identify possible matrix
interferences when subsequent quantitative analysis will be performed.

Table 2-1 - The Asbestos Minerals and Their Nonasbestiform Analogs

Asbestiform Nonasbestiform

SERPENTINE

Chrysotile Antigorite, lizardite

AMPHIBOLE

Anthophyllite asbestos Anthophyllite

Cummingtonite-grunerite asbestos (“Amosite”) Cummingtonite-grunerite

Crocidolite Riebeckite

Tremolite asbestos Tremolite
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Asbestiform Nonasbestiform

Actinolite asbestos Actinolite

Table 2-2 - Principal Lattice Spacings of Asbestiform Minerals a

Minerals Principal d-spacings (Å) and relative intensities JCPDS Powder diffraction file3 number

Chrysotile 7.37100

7.36100

7.10100

3.6570

3.6680

2.3380

4.5750

2.4565

3.5570

21-543b

25-645
22-1162 (theoretical)

“Amosite” 8.33100

8.22100

3.0670

3.06085

2.75670

3.2570

17-745 (nonfibrous)
27-1170 (UICC)

Anthophyllite 3.05100

3.06100

3.2460

8.3370

8.2655

3.2350

9-455
16-401 (synthetic)

Anthophyllite 2.72100 2.54100 3.48080 25-157

Crocidolite 8.35100 3.1055 2.72035 27-1415 (UICC)

Tremolite 8.38100

2.706100

3.13100

3.12100

3.1495

2.70660

2.70590

8.4340

8.4440

13-437b

20-1310b (synthetic)
23-666 (synthetic mixture with richterite)

a This information is intended as a guide, only. Complete powder diffraction data, including mineral
type and source, should be referred to, to ensure comparability of sample and reference materials
where possible. Additional precision XRD data on amosite, crocidolite, tremolite, and chrysotile are
available from the U.S. Bureaus of Mines.4

b Fibrosity questionable.

Accurate quantitative analysis of asbestos in bulk samples by XRD is critically dependent on particle size
distribution, crystallite size, preferred orientation and matrix absorption effects, and comparability of standard
reference and sample materials. The most intense diffraction peak that has been shown to be free from
interference by prior qualitative XRD analysis is selected for quantitation of each asbestiform mineral. A “thin-layer”
method of analysis5 6 is recommended in which, subsequent to comminution of the bulk material to ∼10 µm by
suitable cryogenic milling techniques, an accurately known amount of the sample is deposited on a silver
membrane filter. The mass of asbestiform material is determined by measuring the integrated area of the selected
diffraction peak using a step-scanning mode, correcting for matrix absorption effects, and comparing with suitable
calibration standards. Alternative “thick-layer” or bulk methods,7 8 may be used for semiquantitative analysis.

This XRD method is applicable as a confirmatory method for identification and quantitation of asbestos in bulk
material samples that have undergone prior analysis by PLM or other optical methods.

2.2 Range and Sensitivity

The range of the method has not been determined.

The sensitivity of the method has not been determined. It will be variable and dependent upon many factors,
including matrix effects (absoprtion and interferences), diagnostic reflections selected, and their relative intensities.
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Table 2-4 - Interferences in XRD Analysis Asbestiform Minerals

Asbestiform
mineral

Primary diagnostic peaks
(approximate d-spacings, in Å)

Interference

Serpentine

Chrysotile 7.4 Nonasbestiform serpentines (antigorite, lizardite)
Chlorite
Kaolinite
Gypsum

3.7 Chlorite
Halloysite
Cellulose

Amphibole

“Amosite”
Anthophyllite
}
Crocidolite
Tremolite

3.1 Nonasbestiform amphiboles (cummingtonite-
grunerite, anthophyllite, riebeckite, tremolite)
Mutual interferences
Carbonates
Talc

8.3 Mutual interferences

*Organic binders and thickeners

Hyrdomagnesite

Wollastonite

Opaques (chromite, magnetite inclusions in serpentine)

Hematite (inclusions in “amosite”)

*Amorphous materials____contribute only to overall scattered radiation and increased background
radiation.

• Carbonates may also interfere with quantitative analysis of the amphibole asbestos minerals, amosite,
anthophyllite, crocidolite, and tremolite. Calcium carbonate (CaCO3) has a peak at 3.035 Å that overlaps
major amphibole peaks at approximately 3.1 Å when present in concentrations of >5 percent. Removal of
carbonates with a dilute acid wash is possible; however, if present, chrysotile may be partially dissolved
by this treatment.11

• A major talc peak at 3.12 Å interferes with the primary tremolite peak at this same position and with
secondary peaks of crocidolite (3.10 Å), amosite (3.06 Å), and anthophyllite (3.05 Å). In the presence of
talc, the major diagnostic peak at approximately 8.3 Å should be used for quantitation of these
asbestiform minerals.

The problem of intraspecies and matrix interferences is further aggravated by the variability of the silicate
mineral powder diffraction patterns themselves, which often makes definitive identification of the
asbestos minerals by comparison with standard reference diffraction patterns difficult. This variability
results from alterations in the crystal lattice associated with differences in isomorphous substitution and
degree of crystallinity. This is especially true for the amphiboles. These minerals exhibit a wide variety of
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2.3.2 Matrix Effects

2.3.3 Particle Size Dependence

2.3.4 Preferred Orientation Effects

2.3.5 Lack of Suitably Characterized Standard Materials

very similar chemical compositions, with the result being that their diffraction patterns are chracterized by
having major (110) reflections of the monoclinic amphiboles and (210) reflections of the orthorhombic
anthophyllite separated by less than 0.2 Å.12

If a copper X-ray source is used, the presence of iron at high concentrations in a sample will result in
significant X-ray fluorescence, leading to loss of peak intensity along with increased background intensity
and an overall decrease in sensitivity. This situation may be corrected by choosing an X-ray source other
than copper; however, this is often accompanied both by loss of intensity and by decreased resolution of
closely spaced reflections. Alternatively, use of a diffracted beam monochromator will reduce background
fluorescent raditation, enabling weaker diffraction peaks to be detected.

X-ray absorption by the sample matrix will result in overall attenuation of the diffracted beam and may
seriously interfere with quantitative analysis. Absorption effects may be minimized by using sufficiently
“thin” samples for analysis.5 13 14 However, unless absorption effects are known to be the same for both
samples and standards, appropriate corrections should be made by referencing diagnostic peak areas to
an internal standard7 8 or filter substrate (Ag) peak.5 6

Because the intensity of diffracted X-radiation is particle-size dependent, it is essential for accurate
quantitative analysis that both sample and standard reference materials have similar particle size
distributions. The optimum particle size range for quantitative analysis of asbestos by XRD has been
reported to be 1 to 10 µm.15 Comparability of sample and standard reference material particle size
distributions should be verified by optical microscopy (or another suitable method) prior to analysis.

Preferred orientation of asbestiform minerals during sample preparation often poses a serious problem in
quantitative analysis by XRD. A number of techniques have been developed for reducing preferred
orientation effects in “thick layer” samples.7 8 15 However, for “thin” samples on membrane filters, the
preferred orientation effects seem to be both reproducible and favorable to enhancement of the principal
diagnostic reflections of asbestos minerals, actually increasing the overall sensitivity of the method.12 14

(Further investigation into preferred orientation effects in both thin layer and bulk samples is required.)

The problem of obtaining and characterizing suitable reference materials for asbestos analysis is clearly
recognized. NIOSH has recently directed a major research effort toward the preparation and
characterization of analytical reference materials, including asbestos standards;16 17 however, these are
not available in large quantities for routine analysis.

In addition, the problem of ensuring the comparability of standard reference and sample materials,
particularly regarding crystallite size, particle size distribution, and degree of crystallinity, has yet to be
adequately addressed. For example, Langer et al.18 have observed that in insulating matrices, chrysotile
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2.4 Precision and Accuracy

2.5 Apparatus

2.5.1 Sample Preparation

tends to break open into bundles more frequently than amphiboles. This results in a line-broadening effect
with a resultant decrease in sensitivity. Unless this effect is the same for both standard and sample
materials, the amount of chrysotile in the sample will be underestimated by XRD analysis. To minimize
this problem, it is recommended that standardized matrix reduction procedures be used for both sample
and standard materials.

Precision of the method has not been determined.

Accuracy of the method has not been determined.

Sample preparation apparatus requirements will depend upon the sample type under consideration and
the kind of XRD analysis to be performed.

• Mortar and Pestle: Agate or porcelain.

• Razor Blades

• Sample Mill: SPEX, Inc., freezer mill or equivalent.

• Bulk Sample Holders

• Silver Membrane Filters: 25-mm diameter, 0.45-µm pore size. Selas Corp. of America, Flotronics Div.,
1957 Pioneer Road, Huntington Valley, PA 19006.

• Microscope Slides

• Vacuum Filtration Apparatus: Gelman No. 1107 or equivalent, and side-arm vacuum flask.

• Microbalance

• Ultrasonic Bath or Probe: Model W140, Ultrasonics, Inc., operated at a power density of approximately 0.1
W/mL, or equivalent.

• Volumetric Flasks: 1-L volume.

• Assorted Pipettes

• Pipette Bulb
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2.5.2 Sample Analysis

• Nonserrated Forceps

• Polyethylene Wash Bottle

• Pyrex Beakers: 50-mL volume.

• Desiccator

• Filter Storage Cassettes

• Magnetic Stirring Plate and Bars

• Porcelain Crucibles

• Muffle Furnace or Low Temperature Asher

Sample analysis requirements include an X-ray diffraction unit, equipped with:

• Constant Potential Generator; Voltage and mA Stabilizers

• Automated Diffractometer with Step-Scanning Mode

• Copper Target X-Ray Tube: High intensity, fine focus, preferably.

• X-Ray Pulse Height Selector

• X-Ray Detector (with high voltage power supply): Scintillation or proportional counter.

• Focusing Graphite Crystal Monochromator; or Nickel Filter (if copper source is used, and iron
fluorescence is not a serious problem).

• Data Output Accessories:

• Strip Chart Recorder

• Decade Scaler/Timer

• Digital Printer

• Sample Spinner (optional).

• Instrument Calibration Reference Specimen: α-quartz reference crystal (Arkansas quartz standard,
#180-147-00, Philips Electronics Instruments, Inc., 85 McKee Drive, Mahwah, NJ 07430) or equivalent.
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2.7.2 Analysis

Note: Asbestos is a toxic substance. All handling of dry materials should be performed in an

operating fume hood.

2.7.2.1 Sample Preparation

Note: All samples should be examined microscopically before and after each matrix

reduction step to monitor changes in sample particle size, composition, and crystallinity, and

to ensure sample representativeness and homogeneity for analysis.

All samples must be analyzed initially for asbestos content by PLM. XRD should be used as an
auxiliary method when a second, independent analysis is requested.

The method of sample preparation required for XRD analysis will depend on: (1) The condition of the
sample received (sample size, homogeneity, particle size distribution, and overall composition as
determined by PLM); and (2) the type of XRD analysis to be performed (qualitative, quantitative, thin
layer or bulk).

Bulk materials are usually received as inhomogeneous mixtures of complex composition with very
wide particle size distributions. Preparation of a homogeneous, representative sample from
asbestos-containing materials is particularly difficult because the fibrous nature of the asbestos
minerals inhibits mechanical mixing and stirring, and because milling procedures may cause adverse
lattice alterations.

A discussion of specific matrix reduction procedures is given below. Complete methods of sample
preparation are detailed in Sections 2.7.2.2 and 2.7.2.3.

2.7.2.1.1 Milling - Mechanical milling of asbestos materials has been shown to decrease fiber
crystallinity, with a resultant decrease in diffraction intensity of the specimen; the degree of lattice
alteration is related to the duration and type of milling process.19 22 Therefore, all milling times
should be kept to a minimum.

For qualitative analysis, particle size is not usually of critical importance and initial characterization
of the material with a minimum of matrix reduction is often desirable to document the composition
of the sample as received. Bulk samples of very large particle size (>2-3 mm) should be comminuted
to ∼100 µm. A mortar and pestle can sometimes be used in size reduction of soft or loosely bound
materials though this may cause matting of some samples. Such samples may be reduced by
cutting with a razor blade in a mortar, or by grinding in a suitable mill (e.g., a microhammer mill or
equivalent). When using a mortar for grinding or cutting, the sample should be moistened with
ethanol, or some other suitable wetting agent, to minimize exposures.

For accurate, reproducible quantitative analysis, the particle size of both sample and standard
materials should be reduced to ∼10 µm (see Section 2.3.3). Dry ball milling at liquid nitrogen
temperatures (e.g., Spex Freezer Mill, or equivalent) for a maximum time of 10 min. is recommended
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Using the normalized intensity, ÎAg, for the attenuated silver peak of a sample, and the corresponding normalized
intensity from the unattenuated silver peak, ÎÅg, of the sample filter, calculate the transmittance, T, for each sample
as follows:26 27

Determine the correction factor, f(T), for each sample according to the formula:

-R (ln T)

f (T) =____

l-TR

where

sin ΘAg

R = ________

sin Θa

θAg = angular position of the measured silver peak (from Bragg's Law), and

θa = angular position of the diagnostic asbestos peak.

Calculate the weight, Wa, in micrograms, of the asbestos material analyzed for in each sample, using the
appropriate calibration data and absorption corrections:

Calculate the percent composition, Pa, of each asbestos mineral analyzed for in the parent material, from the total
sample weight, WT, on the filter:

Wa(1-.01L)

Pa = ________ - x 100

WT

where

Pa = percent asbestos mineral in parent material;

Wa = mass of asbestos mineral on filter, in µg;
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D. Requirements applicable to Non-Accredited Persons.

In order to perform work requiring accreditation under TSCA Title II, persons who are not accredited by a State with
an accreditation program no less stringent than an earlier version of the MAP or by an EPA-approved training
provider as of April 3, 1994, must comply with the upgraded training requirements of this MAP by no later than
October 4, 1994. Non-accredited persons may obtain initial accreditation on a provisional basis by successfully
completing any of the training programs approved under an earlier version of the MAP, and thereby perform work
during the first 6 months after this MAP takes effect. However, by October 4, 1994, these persons must have
successfully completed an upgraded training program that fully complies with the requirements of this MAP in order
to continue to perform work requiring accreditation under section 206 of TSCA, 15 U.S.C. 2646.

[59 FR 5251, Feb. 3, 1994, as amended at 60 FR 31922, June 19, 1995; 70 FR 59889, Oct. 13, 2005; 75 FR 69353, Nov. 12, 2010; 76
FR 49674, Aug. 11, 2011; 78 FR 37978, June 25, 2013; 84 FR 34070, July 17, 2019; 84 FR 44232, Aug. 23, 2019]

Persons accredited by a State with an accreditation program no less stringent than an earlier version
of the MAP or by an EPA-approved training provider as of April 3, 1994, are accredited in accordance
with the requirements of this MAP, and are not required to retake initial training. They must continue
to comply with the requirements for annual refresher training in Unit I.D. of the revised MAP.

Appendix C to Subpart E of Part 763, Title 40 (up to date as of 1/19/2023)
Asbestos Model Accreditation Plan 40 CFR Appendix-C-to-Subpart-E-of-Part-763 V.A.5.c.
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Board for Asbestos, Lead, and Home Inspectors 

 
Virginia Asbestos Licensing Regulations 

 
2022 General Regulatory Review 

 
 
The following list of topics are items that the Board may wish to consider during the general review of 
the Virginia Asbestos Licensing Regulations.  This list is not inclusive of all items that the Board may 
present for amendment. 
 
General 

 Repeal existing regulation (18VAC15-20) and replace with new chapter (18VAC15-25). 
 Review to ensure regulation comports with statute and applicable federal requirements. 
 Focus on making regulation organized and clear. 
 Incorporate Board’s interpretive guidance where appropriate. 
 Review for areas to reduce regulatory burdens. 

 
Definitions 

 Review definitions, revise and update where appropriate. 
 
Entry Requirements 

 Review entry requirements for both individuals and firms. 
 Update procedures to reflect current agency practice. 

 
Renewal and Reinstatement 

 Review requirements and procedures for renewal and reinstatement of licenses. 
 
Standards of Conduct and Practice 

 Review responsibilities for each of the licensed disciplines. 
 Review standards for asbestos abatement projects. 

 
Training Programs 

 Review requirements for training program approval. 
 Review requirements for renewal of training programs 
 Review standards of conduct and practice for training programs. 



































18VAC15-20-33.A General qualifications 
for licensure: firms. 

(General.) 

Requires that each firm 
applying for a license meet 

the requirements of the 

section. 

No. Yes. 
An applicant that does not 

meet all entry requirements 

may pose a risk to the health, 
safety, and welfare of the 

public. 
 

N/A  

This requirement is the least 
restrictive means to ensure 

applicants meet the 

requirements for licensure. No 
viable alternatives could be 

identified. 
 

18VAC15-20-33.B General qualifications 
for licensure: firms. 

(Name.) 

Requires that an applicant 
disclose the name under 

which it does business and 

holds itself out to the 
public. 

 
Requires that an applicant 

register any trade or 
fictitious names with the 

SCC pursuant to applicable 

statute. 

No. Yes. 
An applicant for licensure needs 

to provide information to the 

Board to substantiate the 
applicant meets the minimum 

requirements for a license. 
  

This includes the ability to 
accurately identify the firm 

seeking a license, including any 

fictitious names under which 
the firm may operate when 

engaged in the regulated 
activity. 

 

Under applicable law, firms are 
prohibited from conducting 

business under an assumed or 
fictitious in Virginia without first 

having registered such name 
with the SCC. This section 

compliments current statute by 

requiring compliance with name 
registration requirements 

before being issued a license. 

N/A  



This requirement is the least 
restrictive means to accurately 

identify a firm seeking a 

license. No viable alternatives 
could be identified. 

18VAC15-20-33.C General qualifications 
for licensure: firms. 

(Address.) 

Requires a firm to disclose 
the firm’s mailing address 

and physical address. 

 
A post office box address 

is acceptable when a 
physical address is 

provided. 

No. Yes.  
In order for the Board to 

communicate with a firm, to 

include the mailing of 
correspondence related to the 

application, license renewal, 
and other notices, the Board 

must have an accurate mailing 
address for the firm. A firm that 

does not provide the Board 

with an address is effectively 
beyond the Board’s regulation. 

 
In addition, a physical address 

is required in order for the 

Board or its agents, if 
necessary, to make contact 

with the firm in order to 
conduct an investigation or 

inspect the firm’s records. 

N/A  

This requirement is the least 
restrictive means to ensure the 

Board is able to contact the 
firm. No viable alternatives 

could be identified. 





























18VAC15-20-34.A.1 Qualifications for 
accredited asbestos 

training program 

approval. 
(Name/contact 

information.) 

Requires the training 
program approval 

application to include the 

training provider’s business 
name, physical address, 

mailing address, and 
phone number. 

 

Yes. 
 

MAP (40 CFR 

Appendix C to 
Subpart E of 

Part 763) 

N/A N/A  

18VAC15-20-34.A.2 Qualifications for 
accredited asbestos 

training program 
approval. (Proof of 

EPA/other state 

accreditation.) 

Requires the training 
program approval 

application to include 
copies of approval letters 

issued by EPA or other 

states granting approval of 
asbestos training programs 

presented by the provider. 
 

Yes. 
 

MAP (40 CFR 
Appendix C to 

Subpart E of 

Part 763) 

N/A N/A  

18VAC15-20-34.A.3 Qualifications for 

accredited asbestos 
training program 

approval. (Fee.) 

Requires payment of the 

fee outlined in 18VAC15-
20-52. 

No. No. Yes.  

The requirement in this section is 
necessary to effectively administer 

the licensing program. 
 

By statute, the Board must be self-

funded. Payment of a fee is needed to 
ensure the licensure program can 

operate. 

 

The procedural requirement in this 

section is the least restrictive 

administrative means to ensure an 
applicant meets training program 

approval requirements. No viable 
alternatives could be identified. 

 

18VAC15-20-34.A.4 Qualifications for 
accredited asbestos 

training program 

approval. 
(Curriculum.) 

 

Requires the training 
program approval 

application to include the 

training program 
curriculum. 

 

Yes. 
 

MAP (40 CFR 

Appendix C to 
Subpart E of 

Part 763) 

N/A N/A  

18VAC15-20-34.A.5 Qualifications for 

accredited asbestos 

training program 
approval. (Narrative.) 

 

Requires the training 

program approval 

application to include a 
narrative explanation as to 

how the training program 

Yes. 

 

MAP (40 CFR 
Appendix C to 

N/A N/A  



meets the following 
approval requirements: 

 

• Length of training in 

hours; 
• Amount and type of 

hands-on training; 

• Examinations (length, 

format and passing 
score); 

• Topics covered in the 

training program; and 

• Assurances of test 
security and how 

exams are 

administered. 
 

Subpart E of 
Part 763) 

18VAC15-20-34.A.6 Qualifications for 

accredited asbestos 
training program 

approval. (Program 
materials.) 

Requires the training 

program approval 
application to include a 

copy of all training 
program materials 

including: 
 

• Student manuals; 

• Instructor notebooks; 

• Handouts; 

• Training aids. 

 

Yes. 

 
MAP (40 CFR 

Appendix C to 
Subpart E of 

Part 763) 

N/A N/A  

18VAC15-20-34.A.7 Qualifications for 
accredited asbestos 

training program 
approval. 

(Examination.) 

Requires the training 
program approval 

application to include a 
copy of the examination 

and answer sheet. 

 

Yes. 
 

MAP (40 CFR 
Appendix C to 

Subpart E of 

Part 763) 

N/A N/A Under the MAP, states may 
administer their own 

examination or designate 
approved providers to 

administer the examination. 

 
Each examination must 

adequately cover the topics 
included in the training 

course for the discipline. 

Examination requirements for 
each course type are detailed 

in the MAP. 
 



18VAC15-20-34.A.8 Qualifications for 
accredited asbestos 

training program 

approval. (Instructor 
qualifications.) 

Requires the training 
program approval 

application to include the 

names and qualifications, 
including education and 

experience, of each 
instructor and subject 

areas that each instructor 
will teach. 

 

Yes. 
 

MAP (40 CFR 

Appendix C to 
Subpart E of 

Part 763) 

N/A N/A  

18VAC15-20-34.A.9 Qualifications for 
accredited asbestos 

training program 

approval. 
(Certificate.) 

 

Requires the training 
program approval 

application to include a 

description of and an 
example of a certificate 

that will be issued to 
students who successfully 

complete the training 
program. 

 

The certificate must 
contain the information 

required by the regulation. 
 

Yes. 
 

MAP (40 CFR 

Appendix C to 
Subpart E of 

Part 763) 

N/A N/A  

18VAC15-20-34.A.10 Qualifications for 

accredited asbestos 
training program 

approval. (Audit 
date.) 

Requires the training 

program approval 
application to include a 

proposed training program 
date for the purpose of 

auditing the program. 

 
The proposed date will be 

confirmed, or an alternate 
date will be proposed 

within 10 days of the 

Board’s receipt of the 
application and fee. 

 

No. No. Yes. 

The requirements in this section are 
necessary to effectively administer 

the licensing program. 
 

Training programs are required to be 

audited by the Board prior to 
approval. The requirement to include 

a proposed audit date with the 
application allows the Board to 

efficiently schedule the audit. 

 

 

The procedural requirements in the 

section are the least restrictive 

administrative means to ensure a 
training provider’s training course is 

timely audited. 
 



18VAC15-20-34.B Qualifications for 
accredited asbestos 

training program 

approval. (Complete 
application.) 

 

Provides that a complete 
application must contain all 

of the required 

information. 
 

Provides that receipt of an 
application and deposit of 

fees does not indicate 
approval of the application. 

 

 
  

No. Yes. 
An applicant for training 

program approval needs to 

provide complete information 
and documentation to the 

Board to substantiate the 
applicant meets the minimum 

requirements for approval. 
 

An applicant that has not been 

issued a training program 
approval is not permitted to 

engage in the regulated 
activity. The section provides 

clear notice that simple 

submission of an application 
and payment of fee does not 

constitute approval. 

N/A 
 

 

 

The procedural requirements in 

the section are the least 

restrictive means to ensure an 
applicant meets training 

program approval 
requirements. No viable 

alternatives could be identified. 

 

18VAC15-20-34.C Qualifications for 

accredited asbestos 
training program 

approval. 

(Submission 
timeframe.) 

Requires that a training 

program approval 
application be submitted 

no less than 45 days prior 

to the requested audit 
date. 

No. No. Yes. 

The requirements in this section are 
necessary to effectively administer 

the training approval program. 

 
The stipulated timeframe allows for 

reasonable time for the Board’s staff 
to review the training program 

application and conduct the audit 

before approving a training program. 
 

 



The procedural requirements in the 
section are the least restrictive 

administrative means to ensure a 

training provider’s training course is 
timely audited. 

18VAC15-20-34.D Qualifications for 

accredited asbestos 
training program 

approval. (Preliminary 

review.) 
 

Provides that upon receipt 

of a completed application, 
a preliminary review will be 

conducted to ensure 

written material and other 
documentation is accurate 

and up to date. 
 

Provides that an applicant 

will be notified of any 
deficiencies in the 

application. 
 

Deficiencies in the 
application must be 

corrected prior to the on-

site audit. 

No. No. Yes. 

The requirements in this section are 
necessary to effectively administer 

the licensing program. 

 
In order to appropriately issue a 

training program approval, the Board 
needs to ensure a training program 

application meets all requirements 

prior to the conduct of a course audit. 
 

An applicant should be provided the 
opportunity to correct any deficiencies 

in the application. 
 

The requirement to have a correct 

and complete application prior to the 
audit helps to ensure that the 

processing of the application and 
issuing of program approval will not 

be delayed following the audit. 

 

The provisions of this section 

could be simplified to provide 
that an application will be 

reviewed for compliance with 

requirements, and provide 
that the applicant will be 

notified of deficiencies, which 
must be corrected prior to 

the scheduled date of the 

audit. 
 

The provisions in this section 
should be clarified and 

revised to reflect current 
agency practice. 

The procedural requirements in the 

section are the least restrictive 
administrative means to ensure a 

training provider’s training course 

application is accurate and complete 
prior to the audit. 

 



18VAC15-20-34.E Qualifications for 
accredited asbestos 

training program 

approval. (Audit.) 

Provides that upon 
successful completion of 

preliminary review, the 

onsite audit will be 
conducted. 

 
Provides that the training 

provider will be notified of 
any deficiencies noted 

during the audit, and given 

the opportunity to correct. 
 

Once any deficiencies are 
corrected, a letter of 

approval will be issued. 

 

No. No. Yes. 
The requirements in this section are 

necessary to effectively administer 

the licensing program. 
 

In order to appropriately issue a 
training program approval, the Board 

needs to ensure a training program 
application meets all requirements. 

 

An applicant should be provided the 
opportunity to correct any deficiencies 

in the application. 
 

The provisions in this section 
should be clarified and 

revised to reflect current 

agency practice. 

The procedural requirements in the 

section are the least restrictive 
administrative means to ensure a 

training provider’s training course 
application is accurate and complete 

following the audit. 
 

18VAC15-20-34.F Qualifications for 

accredited asbestos 
training program 

approval. 

(Examination.) 

Requires training programs 

to have a monitored, 
written final examination. 

 

Oral examinations for 
asbestos workers are 

exempted from written 
examination. 

 
Recommends examinations 

have a practical 

examination component to 
test skills. 

 
Requires the minimum 

passing grade be 70%. 

 
Requires record of a 

participant’s examination 
be retained. 

 

Yes. 

 
MAP (40 CFR 

Appendix C to 

Subpart E of 
Part 763) 

N/A N/A The MAP requires a closed-

book examination. 
 

The MAP requires a minimum 

passing grade of 70%. 
 

The MAP requires training 
providers to keep record of a 

participant’s examination. 
 

The MAP provides, but does 

not require, demonstration 
testing as part of the 

examination.  





18VAC15-20-60.B Renewal required. 
(Expiration – firms.) 

Provides that licenses 
issued to contractor firms 

and analytical laboratory 

firms expire 24 months 
from the last day of the 

month in which the license 
was issued. 

 

No. Yes. 
The requirements of this 

section are necessary to assure 

continued competency to 
engage in the regulated 

activity; and are necessary to 
protect the health, safety, and 

welfare of the public. 
 

A firm that may no longer meet 

the requirements for licensure 
due to (i) changes in 

personnel; or (ii) changes to 
the business should not be 

permitted to engage in the 

regulated activity. Providing a 
reasonable term for licensure 

and renewal helps ensure that 
the firm continues to meet 

minimum requirements to 
engage in the regulated 

activity, without disrupting the 

firm’s ability to conduct 
business. 

 

N/A The two-year license period is 
consistent with other DPOR 

licensure programs. 

The requirements in the section 
are the least restrictive means 

to ensure a firm continues to 
meet minimum requirements. 

 



18VAC15-20-60.C Renewal required. 
(Expiration – training 

programs.) 

Provides that accredited 
asbestos training programs 

expire 24 months from the 

last day of the month in 
which was approved. 

 

No. Yes. 
The requirements of this 

section are necessary to assure 

continued competency to 
engage in the regulated 

activity; and are necessary to 
protect the health, safety, and 

welfare of the public. 
 

A training program that may no 

longer meet the requirements 
for approval due to (i) changes 

in personnel; (ii) changes in 
curriculum; or (iii) other 

changes to the program should 

not be permitted to engage in 
the regulated activity. Providing 

a reasonable term for approval 
and renewal helps ensure that 

the provider continues to meet 
minimum requirements to 

engage in the regulated 

activity, without disrupting the 
provider’s ability to conduct 

business. 
 

N/A The two-year approval period 
is consistent with other DPOR 

programs. 

The requirements in the section 

are the least restrictive means 
to ensure a training program 

continues to meet minimum 
requirements. 

 

18VAC15-20-60.D Renewal required. 
(Renewal fee.) 

Requires payment of a 
renewal fee to renew a 

license or training 

program. 
 

No. No. Yes.  
The requirements in this section are 

necessary to effectively administer 

the licensing program. 
 

By statute, the Board must be self-
funded. Payment of a fee is needed to 

ensure the licensure program can 

operate. 
 

 

The procedural requirements in the 
section are the least restrictive 



administrative means to ensure an 
applicant meets licensure 

requirements. No viable alternatives 

could be identified. 
 

18VAC15-20-70.A Procedures for 
renewal. (Renewal 

notice.) 

 

Provides that the 
department will mail a 

renewal notice to regulant 

at the last known address. 
 

Provides the notice will 
outline renewal procedures 

and renewal fee. 

 
Provides that failure to 

receive a renewal notice 
does not relieve the 

regulant of the obligation 
to renew in a timely 

fashion. 

No. No. Yes.  
The requirements in this section are 

necessary to effectively administer 

the licensing program. 
 

These provisions help ensure that 
regulants are able to timely renew 

licenses and training program 

approvals without disrupting the 
ability of the regulant to engage in 

the regulated activity. Once a license 
or training program approval has 

expired, engaging in the regulated 
activity would be unlawful. 

 

The provisions in this section 
should be clarified and 

revised to reflect current 

agency practice. 

The procedural requirements in the 
section are the least restrictive 

administrative means to ensure a 

regulant receives notice of the 
requirement to renew and is able to 

timely renew. 

18VAC15-20-70.B Procedures for 

renewal. (Return of 
notice and fee.) 

 

Requires that a regulant 

return the renewal notice 
to the Board along with 

renewal fee prior to the 
expiration date of the 

license or program 

approval. 
 

Regulants may return a 
copy of the license with 

the fee payment if they do 
not receive the renewal 

notice. 

 

No. No. Yes.  

The requirements in this section are 
necessary to effectively administer 

the licensing program. 
 

These provisions help ensure that 

regulants are able to timely renew 
licenses and training program 

approvals without disrupting the 
ability of the regulant to engage in 

the regulated activity. Once a license 
or training program approval has 

expired, engaging in the regulated 

activity would be unlawful. 
 

The provisions in this section 

should be clarified and 
revised to reflect current 

agency practice. 



The procedural requirements in the 
section are the least restrictive 

administrative means to ensure a 

regulant is able to timely renew. 
 

18VAC15-20-70.C Procedures for 
renewal. (Refresher 

training.) 

Requires a licensee to 
provide proof of 

completing refresher 

training with renewal. 
 

Requires a copy of the 
training certificate 

documenting the 

successful completion of 
the refresher training for 

the license discipline being 
renewed. 

 
Provides the Board will 

accept any asbestos 

training programs that are 
approved by EPA/AHERA 

or the board. 
 

Yes. 
 

MAP (40 CFR 

Appendix C to 
Subpart E of 

Part 763) 

N/A N/A The MAP requires annual 
refresher training in order 

maintain accreditation. 

 
The provisions in this section 

should be clarified and 
revised to reflect current 

agency practice. 

18VAC15-20-70.D Procedures for 

renewal. (Training 
programs.) 

Requires that, prior to the 

expiration of the approval, 
a training program desiring 

to renew its approval must 
return the renewal notice 

to the Department, along 

with (i) required fee; (ii) 
any changes made to the 

training program; (iii) 
dates when training 

material was last updated; 

and (iv) a statement 
indicating the training 

program continues to meet 
renewal requirements. 

No. No. Yes. 

The requirements in this section are 
necessary to effectively administer 

the licensing program. 
 

These provisions help ensure that 

training providers are able to timely 
renew licenses and training program 

approvals without disrupting the 
ability of the regulant to engage in 

the regulated activity. Once a license 

or training program approval has 
expired, engaging in the regulated 

activity would be unlawful. 
 

 





18VAC15-20-70.F Procedures for 
renewal. (Refresher 

certificates.) 

Provides that refresher 
certificates may only be 

used once to renew a 

license. 
 

No. Yes.  
A licensee seeking renew an 

individual license needs to 

provide information and 
documentation to the Board to 

substantiate the licensee meets 
the minimum requirements for 

renewal of a license. 
 

A licensee is required to take 

refresher training annually. 
Allowing a licensee to use the 

refresher certificate for more 
than one renewal cycle does 

not substantiate the licensee is 

in compliance with this 
requirement. 

 
A renewal applicant that cannot 

demonstrate minimum 
requirements may pose a risk 

to the public welfare, as the 

applicant may not possess the 
minimum knowledge and skills 

to engage in the regulated 
activity. 

 

N/A  

The requirements in the section 
are the least restrictive means 

to ensure an individual licensee 
continues to meet minimum 

requirements. 

18VAC15-20-70.G Procedures for 
renewal. (Late 

renewal.) 

Provides that a licensee or 
training program that does 

not renew within 30 days 

of the expiration date will 
be subject to a late 

renewal fee. 
 

No. No. Yes. 
The requirement in this section is 

necessary to effectively administer 

the licensing program. 
 

The imposition of a late renewal fee is 
a disincentive intended to ensure 

licensees and training programs 

timely renew. Once a license or 
training program approval has 

expired, engaging in the regulated 
activity would be unlawful. 

 



 

The requirement in this section are 
the least restrictive administrative 

means to ensure a regulant timely 

renews. 
 

18VAC15-20-70.H Procedures for 
renewal. (Failure to 

renew.) 

Requires that a licensee or 
training program that does 

not renew within 12 

months of the expiration 
date can no longer renew, 

and must apply for a new 
license or training program 

approval. 

 

No. Yes. 
The requirements of this 

section are necessary to assure 

continued competency to 
engage in the regulated 

activity; and are necessary to 
protect the health, safety, and 

welfare of the public. 

 
A licensee or training program 

that has been expired for more 
than 12 months may no longer 

meet the minimum 
requirements to engage in the 

regulated activity. 

N/A  

The procedural requirements in 
the section are the least 

restrictive means to ensure that 

individuals, firms, and training 
providers are minimally 

qualified to engage in the 
regulated activity. No viable 

alternatives could be identified. 
 

 













Asbestos Supervisor Licensing Requirements in Other States 
 

 
E. Qualifications 
In addition to requiring training and an examination, a State may require candidates for accreditation to meet other 
qualification and/or experience standards that the State considers appropriate for some or all disciplines. States 
may choose to consider requiring qualifications similar to the examples outlined below for inspectors, management 
planners and project designers. States may modify these examples as appropriate. In addition, States may want to 
include some requirements based on experience in performing a task directly as a part of a job or in an 
apprenticeship role. They may also wish to consider additional criteria for the approval of training course 
instructors beyond those prescribed by EPA. 

1. Inspectors: Qualifications - possess a high school diploma. States may want to require an Associate's Degree in 
specific fields (e.g., environmental or physical sciences). 

2. Management Planners: Qualifications - Registered architect, engineer, or certified industrial hygienist or related 
scientific field. 

3. Project Designers: Qualifications - registered architect, engineer, or certified industrial hygienist. 

4. Asbestos Training Course Instructor: Qualifications - academic credentials and/or field experience in asbestos 
abatement. 

EPA recommends that States prescribe minimum qualification standards for training instructors employed by 
training providers. 

 

 

 





LICENSING REQUIREMENTS IN OTHER STATES 

 

E. Qualifications 

In addition to requiring training and an examination, a State may require candidates for accreditation to meet other 

qualification and/or experience standards that the State considers appropriate for some or all disciplines. States 

may choose to consider requiring qualifications similar to the examples outlined below for inspectors, management 

planners and project designers. States may modify these examples as appropriate. In addition, States may want to 

include some requirements based on experience in performing a task directly as a part of a job or in an 

apprenticeship role. They may also wish to consider additional criteria for the approval of training course 

instructors beyond those prescribed by EPA. 

1. Inspectors: Qualifications - possess a high school diploma. States may want to require an Associate's Degree in 

specific fields (e.g., environmental or physical sciences). 

2. Management Planners: Qualifications - Registered architect, engineer, or certified industrial hygienist or related 

scientific field. 

3. Project Designers: Qualifications - registered architect, engineer, or certified industrial hygienist. 

4. Asbestos Training Course Instructor: Qualifications - academic credentials and/or field experience in asbestos 

abatement. 

EPA recommends that States prescribe minimum qualification standards for training instructors employed by 

training providers. 
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"Asbestos" means the asbestiform varieties of actinolite, amosite, anthophyllite, 104 

chrysotile, crocidolite, and tremolite. 105 

"Asbestos Analytical Laboratory License" means an authorization issued by the board 106 

to perform phase contrast, polarized light, or transmission electron microscopy on 107 

material known or suspected to contain asbestos. 108 

"Asbestos containing material" or "ACM" means any material or product which 109 

contains more than 1.0% asbestos or such percentage as established by EPA final rule. 110 

"Asbestos contractor" means any person who has met the board's requirements and 111 

has been issued an asbestos contractor's license by the board to enter into contracts to 112 

perform asbestos projects a person who contracts with another person, for 113 

compensation, to carry out an asbestos project or to perform any work on an asbestos 114 

project. 115 

"Asbestos Contractor's License" means an authorization issued by the board 116 

permitting a person to enter into contracts to perform an asbestos abatement project. 117 

"Asbestos inspector" means any person who performs an inspection as defined in this 118 

chapteran individual who performs onsite investigations to identify, classify, record, 119 

sample, test, and prioritize by exposure potential ACM.conducts an asbestos 120 

inspection.  121 

"Asbestos Inspector's License" means an authorization issued by the board permitting 122 

a person to perform onsite investigations to identify, classify, record, sample, test and 123 

prioritize by exposure potential asbestos containing materials. 124 

"Asbestos Management Plan" means a program designed to control or abate any 125 

potential risk to human health from asbestos. 126 

“Asbestos inspection” means an onsite investigation to identify, classify, record, 127 

sample, test, and prioritize by exposure potential ACM. an onsite investigation to 128 

determine the potential presence or exposure of ACM. 129 

"Asbestos management planner" means any person individual preparing or updating 130 

an asbestos management plan. 131 

"Asbestos Management Planner's License" means an authorization issued by the board 132 

permitting a person to prepare or update an asbestos management plan. 133 

"Asbestos project" or "asbestos abatement project" means an activity involving job 134 

set up for containment, removal, encapsulation, enclosure, encasement, renovation, 135 

repair, construction, or alteration of asbestos containing materials. An asbestos project 136 

or asbestos abatement project shall not include nonfriable asbestos containing roofing, 137 
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"Department" means the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation. 171 

"Direct supervision" means a licensed or accredited inspector, management planner, 172 

project monitor, or project designer, who is physically present and undertakes to 173 

supervise the activities of an unlicensed inspector, management planner, project 174 

monitor, or project designer, shall be physically present on the premises at all times 175 

while any unlicensed inspector, management planner, project monitor or project 176 

designer under his supervision is engaged in the activities of an inspector, 177 

management planner, project monitor or project designer. exercising oversight,  178 

direction of, and control over the work of another. 179 

"Director" means the Director of the Department of Professional and Occupational 180 

Regulation. 181 

"Employee" means all persons in the service of another under any contract of hire, 182 

express or implied, oral or writtenan individual who has an employment relationship 183 

acknowledged by both the individual and the firm and is treated as an employee for 184 

the purposes of compliance with federal income tax laws. 185 

"Encapsulation" means the treatment of asbestos containing material (ACM)ACM 186 

with a material that surrounds or embeds asbestos fibers in an adhesive matrix to 187 

prevent the release of fibers, as the encapsulant creates a membrane over the surface 188 

(bridging encapsulant) or penetrates the material and binds its components together 189 

(penetrating encapsulant). 190 

"Encasement" means any process by which an asbestos containing material 191 

(ACM)ACM is sprayed with an insulating sealer which is then mechanically fastened 192 

to the asbestos covered substrate. The insulating sealer is then covered with a sealer to 193 

give structural strength and durability. 194 

"Enclosure" means the construction or installation over or around the asbestos195 

containing material (ACM)ACM of any leak tight solid or flexible coverings, which 196 

will not deteriorate or decompose for an extended period of time, so as to conceal the 197 

ACM, contain ACM fibers, and render the ACM inaccessible. 198 

"Environmental remediation activity" means any activity planned or carried out for 199 

the purpose of reducing or eliminating any environmental hazard, including activities 200 

necessary to train individuals in the proper or lawful conduct of such activities, which 201 

are regulated by federal or state law or regulation. 202 

"EPA" means U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 203 

“Final work product” means the management plan, project monitor report, project 204 

design, inspection report, or other document prepared by an individual performing 205 

work in the applicable profession.license discipline. 206 
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collecting samples of such material. This term includes re-inspections of friable and 243 

nonfriable known or assumed ACM that has been previously identified. The term 244 

Inspection does not include the following: 245 

1. Periodic surveillance of the type described in 40 CFR 763.92(b) solely for the 246 

purpose of recording or reporting a change in the condition of known or assumed 247 

ACM; 248 

2. Inspections performed by employees or agents of federal, state, or local 249 

governments solely for the purpose of determining compliance with applicable 250 

statutes or regulations; or 251 

3. Visual inspections solely for the purpose of determining completion of response 252 

actions. 253 

"Instructor" means a person who instructs one or more accredited asbestos training 254 

programs, to include the principal instructor, but excluding guest instructors. 255 

"Licensee" means any person, as "person" is defined by § 54.1 500 of the Code of 256 

Virginia, who has been issued and holds a currently valid license as an asbestos 257 

worker, asbestos supervisor, asbestos inspector, asbestos management planner, 258 

asbestos project designer, asbestos project monitor, or asbestos contractor under this 259 

chapter. 260 

 261 

“MAP” means the Model Accreditation Plan of the EPA EPA Asbestos Model 262 

Accreditation Plan (Appendix C of 40 CFR Part 763, Subpart E). 263 

 264 

“Monitor” means observing and reviewing the activities of an asbestos contractor on 265 

an asbestos abatement project, as required by this chapter, to determine proper work 266 

practices are used and compliance with all asbestos laws and regulations is 267 

maintained, to include collecting environmental air samples during a project, 268 

performing visual inspections of the work area, and granting final clearance upon 269 

completion of the project.. 270 

"NIOSH" means National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health. 271 

"NIST" means National Institute of Standards and Technology. 272 

"NVLAP" means the Asbestos Fiber Analysis Program of the National Institute of 273 

Standards and Technology National Voluntary Laboratory Accreditation Program. 274 
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"Occupied" means any area of any building designed or intended for any human 275 

occupancy for any purpose. 276 

"OSHA" means the U.S. Department of Labor Occupational Safety and Health 277 

Administration. 278 

"OSHA Class III Work" means repair and maintenance operations where asbestos279 

containing material (ACM), including thermal system insulation and surfacing 280 

material, is likely to be disturbed. 281 

"PAT" means proficiency analytical testing. 282 

"PCM" means phase contrast microscopy. 283 

"Person" means a firm, individual, or any other entity. 284 

"PLM" means polarized light microscopy. 285 

"Preliminary review" means a review conducted by the department following the 286 

submission of training materials to ascertain if the proposed asbestos training program 287 

meets the standards established by this chapter. 288 

"Principal instructor" means an instructor whose main responsibility is to instruct 289 

accredited asbestos training programs, supervise other instructors, and manage the 290 

overall asbestos training program curriculum. 291 

“Profession” means the work of an asbestos worker, asbestos supervisor, asbestos 292 

inspector, asbestos management planner, asbestos project designer, or asbestos project 293 

monitor. 294 

“Regulant” means an asbestos worker, asbestos supervisor, asbestos inspector, 295 

asbestos management planner, asbestos project designer, asbestos project monitor or 296 

asbestos contractor who holds a license issued by the board,  or an asbestos training 297 

program or asbestos analytical laboratory that has been accredited by the board. 298 

"Removal" means the physical removal of asbestos containing material (ACM) ACM 299 

in accordance with all applicable regulations. 300 

"Renovation" means altering in any way, one or more facility components. 301 

"Repair" means returning damaged asbestos containing material (ACM)ACM to an 302 

undamaged condition or to an intact state so as to prevent fiber release. 303 

"Residential buildings" means site-built homes, modular homes, condominium units, 304 

mobile homes, manufactured housing, and duplexes, or other multi-unit dwellings 305 

consisting of four units or fewer that are currently in use or intended for use only for 306 

residential purposes. 307 
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"Response action" means any method, including removal, encapsulation, enclosure, 308 

encasement, or operation and maintenance, that protects human health and the 309 

environment from friable asbestos containing material ACM. 310 

"Responsible individual" means the employee, officer, manager, owner, or principal 311 

of the firm who shall beis designated by each firm to ensure compliance with Chapter 312 

5 (§ 54.1-500 et seq.) of Title 54.1 of the Code of Virginia and all regulations of the 313 

board and to receive communications and notices from the board that may affect the 314 

firm. In the case of a sole proprietorship, the sole proprietor shall must be the 315 

responsible individual. 316 

"Substantial change" means a change in overall asbestos training program, materials, 317 

principal instructors, training managers, directors, ownership, facilities, equipment, 318 

examinations, and or certificates of completion. The addition of updated regulations, 319 

exam questions or news articles shall will not be considered a substantial change. 320 

"TEM" means transmission electron microscopy. 321 

"Training manager" means the individual responsible for administering a training 322 

programadministration of, and monitoring the performance of the instructors for, an 323 

accredited asbestos training program. 324 

"Visual inspection" means a process of looking for conditions that if not corrected 325 

during the an asbestos abatement project, willcould result in lead to residual asbestos-326 

containing dust or debris. Visual inspection includes examination of an asbestos 327 

abatement project area prior to clearance air monitoring for evidence that the project 328 

has been successfully completed as indicated by the absence of residue, dust and 329 

debris. 330 

18VAC15 20 21. Waiver of the requirements of this chapter. (Repealed) 331 

Except as required by law, the board may, in its reasonable discretion, waive any of 332 

the requirements of this chapter when in its judgment it finds that the waiver in no 333 

way lessens the protection provided by this chapter and Title 54.1 of the Code of 334 

Virginia to the public health, safety and welfare. The burden of proof that 335 

demonstrates continued public protection rests with the party requesting the waiver. 336 

Documents referenced are in effect as they existed as of the date the act or action has 337 

occurred. 338 

Statutory Authority 339 

18VAC15 20 30. [Repealed] 340 

Historical Notes 341 
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 E. Specific entry requirements. 378 

1. Worker. Each individual applying for an initial asbestos worker license shall 379 

provide proof of successful completion of (i) an EPA/AHERA or board approved 380 

initial accredited asbestos worker training program and all subsequent 381 

EPA/AHERA or board approved accredited asbestos worker refresher training 382 

programs or (ii) an EPA/AHERA or board approved initial accredited supervisor 383 

training program and all subsequent EPA/AHERA or board approved accredited 384 

asbestos supervisor refresher training programs. The training certificate must 385 

indicate that the training was taken within 12 months preceding the date the 386 

department receives the application. 387 

2. Supervisor. Each individual applying for an initial asbestos supervisor license 388 

shall provide proof of successful completion of an EPA/AHERA or board approved 389 

initial accredited supervisor training program and all subsequent EPA/AHERA or 390 

board approved accredited asbestos supervisor refresher training programs. The 391 

training certificate must indicate that the training was taken within 12 months 392 

preceding the date the department receives the application. 393 

3. Inspector. 394 

a. Each individual applying for an initial asbestos inspector license shall provide: 395 

(1) Proof of successful completion of an EPA/AHERA or board approved initial 396 

accredited inspector training program and all subsequent EPA/AHERA or 397 

board approved accredited asbestos inspector refresher training programs; and 398 

(2) Evidence of experience in performing asbestos inspections in buildings or 399 

industrial facilities, including collecting bulk samples, categorizing ACM, 400 

assessing ACM and preparing inspection reports. The amount of experience 401 

required is dependent on the applicant's formal education and is as follows: 402 

(a) An applicant with a bachelor's degree in engineering, architecture, industrial 403 

hygiene, physical science or a related field shall have at least six months' 404 

experience or have completed a minimum of five inspections; 405 

(b) An applicant with a two year associate's degree in engineering, architecture, 406 

industrial hygiene, physical science or a related field shall have at least 12 407 

months' experience or have completed a minimum of 10 inspections; or 408 

(c) An applicant with a high school diploma shall have at least 24 months' 409 

experience or have completed a minimum of 15 inspections. 410 

b. Experience may be obtained by: 411 
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(1) Conducting asbestos inspections in jurisdictions outside of Virginia in 412 

accordance with all federal, state and local statutes. 413 

(2) Conducting asbestos inspections under the direct supervision, as defined in 414 

this chapter, of a licensed inspector or EPA accredited inspector where no 415 

license is required. All reports prepared by the unlicensed individual shall be 416 

signed by the licensed or EPA accredited inspector in charge. The licensed or 417 

EPA accredited inspector assumes responsibility for all sampling and reports 418 

prepared by the unlicensed individual. 419 

4. Management planner. 420 

a. Each individual applying for an initial asbestos management planner license 421 

shall provide: 422 

(1) Proof of successful completion of an EPA/AHERA or board approved initial 423 

accredited management planner training program and all subsequent 424 

EPA/AHERA or board approved accredited asbestos management planner 425 

refresher training programs; and 426 

(2) Evidence of experience evaluating inspection reports, selecting response 427 

actions, analyzing the cost of response actions, ranking response actions, 428 

preparing operations and maintenance plans and preparing management plans. 429 

The amount of experience required is dependent on the applicant's formal 430 

education and is as follows: 431 

(a) An applicant with a bachelor's degree in engineering, architecture, industrial 432 

hygiene, physical science or a related field shall have at least six months' 433 

experience or shall have completed a minimum of five management plans. 434 

(b) An applicant with a two year associate's degree in engineering, architecture, 435 

industrial hygiene, physical science or a related field shall have at least 12 436 

months' experience or shall have completed a minimum of 10 management 437 

plans. 438 

(c) An applicant with a high school diploma shall have at least 24 months' 439 

experience or shall have completed a minimum of 15 management plans. 440 

b. Experience may be obtained by: 441 

(1) Preparing management plans or conducting asbestos inspections in 442 

jurisdictions outside of Virginia in accordance with all federal, state and local 443 

statutes; or 444 
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(2) Preparing management plans or conducting asbestos inspections under the 445 

direct supervision, as defined in this chapter, of a licensed management planner 446 

or inspector, or EPA accredited management planner or inspector where no 447 

license is required. All reports prepared by the unlicensed individual shall be 448 

signed by the licensed or EPA accredited management planner or inspector in 449 

charge. The licensed or EPA accredited management planner or inspector 450 

assumes responsibility for all sampling and reports prepared by the unlicensed 451 

individual. 452 

5. Project designer. 453 

a. Each individual applying for an initial asbestos project designer license shall 454 

provide: 455 

(1) Proof of successful completion of an EPA/AHERA or board approved initial 456 

accredited project designer training program and all subsequent EPA/AHERA or 457 

board approved accredited asbestos project designer refresher training programs; 458 

and 459 

(2) Evidence of experience in the preparation of project designs or project 460 

specifications. The amount of experience required is dependent on the 461 

applicant's formal education and is as follows: 462 

(a) An applicant with a bachelor's degree in engineering, architecture, industrial 463 

hygiene, physical science or a related field shall have six months' experience or 464 

shall have completed a minimum of five project designs. 465 

(b) An applicant with a two year associate's degree in engineering, architecture, 466 

industrial hygiene, physical science or related field shall have 12 months' 467 

experience or shall have completed a minimum of 10 project designs. 468 

(c) An applicant with a high school diploma shall have at least 24 months' 469 

experience or shall have completed a minimum of 15 project designs. 470 

b. Experience may be obtained by: 471 

(1) Preparing asbestos project designs in jurisdictions outside of Virginia in 472 

accordance with all federal, state and local statutes. 473 

(2) Preparing asbestos project designs under the direct supervision, as defined in 474 

this chapter, of a licensed asbestos project designer, or EPA accredited asbestos 475 

project designer where no license is required. All project designs prepared by the 476 

unlicensed individual shall be signed by the licensed EPA accredited project 477 

designer in charge. The licensed or EPA accredited project designer assumes 478 
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responsibility for all project design reports prepared by the unlicensed 479 

individual. 480 

6. Project monitor. 481 

a. Each individual applying for an initial asbestos project monitor license shall 482 

provide: 483 

(1) Proof of (i) a current certification by EPA as an asbestos project designer or 484 

asbestos supervisor and successful completion of a board approved asbestos 485 

project monitor training program of 16 hours, including the examination or (ii) 486 

successful completion of a board approved asbestos project monitor training 487 

program of 40 hours, including examination. Only project monitor training 488 

programs that are board approved shall be accepted for meeting the training 489 

requirement; and 490 

(2) Evidence of 160 hours of experience in performing asbestos project 491 

monitoring through field work on project sites. This includes, but is not limited 492 

to, evaluating and monitoring asbestos work practices, collecting environmental 493 

asbestos air samples during abatement, performing visual inspections and taking 494 

final air samples to grant clearance for asbestos abatement projects. 495 

b. Experience may be obtained by: 496 

(1) Acting as an asbestos project monitor in jurisdictions outside of Virginia in 497 

accordance with all federal, state and local statutes. 498 

(2) Acting as an asbestos project monitor under the direct supervision, as defined 499 

in this chapter, of a licensed asbestos project monitor or an accredited asbestos 500 

project monitor where no license is required. All project monitoring reports 501 

prepared by the unlicensed individual shall be signed by the licensed or 502 

accredited project monitor in charge. The licensed or accredited project monitor 503 

assumes responsibility for all reports and documents prepared by the unlicensed 504 

individual. 505 

F. Experience and education verification. Each application for inspector, management 506 

planner, project monitor and project designer shall include a completed Experience 507 

Verification Form signed by a supervisor verifying the applicant's experience. In lieu 508 

of a verifying signature for experience, an applicant who is self employed may submit 509 

a copy of three completed inspections, management plans, project designs or project 510 

monitor reports, whichever is applicable. A letter from a supervisor verifying the 511 

experience may be submitted in lieu of the Experience Verification Form. If 512 

verification of a degree is required, the Education Verification Form shall be sent 513 

directly from the school to the department. 514 
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 836 

c. The asbestos analytical laboratory is currently accredited under the IHLAP and 837 

maintains the training and quality control documentation such as is necessary to 838 

demonstrate competency. 839 

 840 

2. For PCM analysis, each analyst shall have completed the NIOSH 582 or NIOSH 841 

582 Equivalency course. In addition, at least one of the following must be satisfied:c 842 

 843 

a. At fixed laboratory sites, one of the following qualifications must be met: 844 

 845 

(1) The asbestos analytical laboratory is currently accredited under the IHLAP and 846 

maintains the training and quality control documentation such as is necessary to 847 

demonstrate competency; 848 

 849 

(2) The asbestos analytical laboratory is currently rated "proficient" in the IHPAT 850 

Program and maintains the training and quality control document such as is necessary 851 

to demonstrate competency in performing analysis; or 852 

 853 

(3) Each analyst is listed in the AAR and has a performance rating of "acceptable" for 854 

the most recent AAT round. 855 

 856 

b. For onsite analysis, one of the following qualifications must be met: 857 

 858 

(1) The asbestos analytical laboratory is currently rated "proficient" in the IHPAT 859 

Program and maintains the training and quality control document such as is necessary 860 

to demonstrate competency in performing onsite analysis for each onsite analyst; 861 

 862 

(2) The asbestos analytical laboratory is currently accredited under the IHLAP and 863 

maintains compliance with the requirements of its accreditation, as well as the training 864 

and quality control document such as is necessary to demonstrate competency in 865 

performing onsite analysis for each onsite analyst; or 866 

 867 

(3) Each analyst is listed in the AAR and has a performance rating of "acceptable" for 868 

the most recent AAT round. 869 

 870 

3. For TEM analysis, a current accreditation by NVLAP to analyze asbestos airborne 871 

fibers using TEM as demonstrated by submitting a. A copy of the NVLAP Certificate 872 

of Accreditation and, Scope of Accreditation, and documentation of NVLAP 873 

proficiency shall be submitted with the application. 874 

 875 
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e. Assurances of test security and how exams are administered. 911 

6. A copy of all training program materials including, but not limited to, student 912 

manuals, instructor notebooks, handouts, and training aids. 913 

7. A copy of the examination(s) used and applicable answer sheets. 914 

8. The names and qualifications, including education and experience, of each 915 

instructor and subject areas that each instructor will teach. 916 

9. A description of and an example of a certificate that will be issued to students 917 

who successfully complete the accredited asbestos training program. The certificate 918 

shall must contain the information required by this chapter. 919 

10. A proposed training program date for auditing purposes. The proposed date will 920 

be confirmed or an alternate date will be proposed within 10 business days after 921 

receipt of a complete accredited asbestos training program submission and the 922 

required fee. 923 

B. A complete submission shall must consist of all information required by this 924 

section. Receipt of application and deposit of fees by the department in no waydoes 925 

not indicate indicates approval of a training program. 926 

C. A complete application shall must be submitted to the department no less than 45 927 

days prior to the requested audit date. 928 

D. Upon receipt of a completed application, a preliminary review will be conducted to 929 

ensure all written material and other documentation is accurate and up to date. If any 930 

deficiencies are noted, a letter will be sent to the applicant indicating the deficiencies 931 

and necessary steps to correct them. All deficiencies noted during the preliminary 932 

review shall must be corrected prior to the on site audit. 933 

E. Upon successful completion of the preliminary review, an on site audit shall will 934 

be conducted to complete the application process. If any deficiencies are noted during 935 

the audit, the training provider will be informed , either in writing or verbally, and 936 

offered an opportunity to correct them. Once the audit is complete and any 937 

deficiencies corrected, a approval letter of approval will be sent to the accredited 938 

asbestos training program. 939 

F. All accredited asbestos training programs approved by the board shall must have a 940 

monitored, final written examination, except for asbestos workers needing an oral 941 

examination. The board recommends the examination include a practical component 942 

to test skill in asbestos abatement techniques. Students shall must obtain a minimum 943 

examination grade of 70% correctto pass. Records of the participant's examination 944 

shall must be maintained in accordance with this chapter. 945 
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G. Letters of approval for accredited asbestos training programs shall must be 946 

maintained at the business address listed on the approval letter and made accessible to 947 

the public. Each provider of an approved accredited asbestos training program shall 948 

must maintain all records at the business address. The required records shall must be 949 

available for review upon demand by the board or its representatives. 950 

18VAC15 20 40. [Repealed] 951 

18VAC15 20 50. [Repealed] 952 

 953 

Part IVIII 954 

Fees 955 

18VAC15-20 5121-16070. General fee requirements. 956 

All fees are nonrefundable and shall will not be prorated. The date on which the fee is 957 

received by the department or its agent will determine whether the fee is on time. 958 

Checks or money orders shall must be made payable to the Treasurer of Virginia. 959 

18VAC15-2021-528071. Application fees. 960 

Application fees are set out in this section. 961 

 
Fee Type Fee Amount When Due 

 

Application for worker, supervisor, inspector, 

management planner, project designer or project 

monitor license $80 With application 

 

Application for asbestos analytical laboratory 

license $120 With application 

 

Application for asbestos analytical laboratory 

branch office $100 With application 

 
Application for an asbestos contractor license $110 With application 

 

Application for accredited asbestos training 

program approval 

$500 per day of 

training With application 

18VAC15-20 5321-9072. Renewal and late renewal fees. 962 

A. Renewal and late renewal fees are set out in this section. 963 

Fee Type Fee Amount When Due 

Renewal for worker, supervisor, inspector, management 

planner, project designer or project monitor license $45 

With renewal 

application 
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Renewal for asbestos analytical laboratory license $75 

With renewal 

application 

Renewal for asbestos analytical laboratory branch office $55 

With renewal 

application 

Renewal for asbestos contractor's license $70 

With renewal 

application 

Renewal for accredited asbestos training program 

approval $125 

With renewal 

application 

Late renewal for worker, supervisor, inspector, 

management planner, project designer or project 

monitor license (includes a $35 late renewal fee in 

addition to the regular $45 renewal fee) $80 

With renewal 

application 

Late renewal for asbestos analytical laboratory license 

(includes a $35 late renewal fee in addition to the 

regular $75 renewal fee) $110 

With renewal 

application 

Late renewal for asbestos analytical laboratory branch 

office (includes $35 late renewal fee in addition to the 

regular $55 renewal fee) $90 

With renewal 

application 

Late renewal for asbestos contractor's license (includes 

a $35 late renewal fee in addition to the regular $70 

renewal fee) $105 

With renewal 

application 

Late renewal for accredited asbestos training program 

approval (includes a $35 late renewal fee in addition to 

the regular $125 renewal fee) $160 

With renewal 

application 

 964 

B. For licenses expiring after February 1, 2021, and before February 1, 2023, the renewal 965 

fees shall be as follows: 966 

Renewal for worker, supervisor, inspector, management planner, 

project designer, or project monitor license $25 

Renewal for asbestos analytical laboratory license $40 

Renewal for asbestos analytical laboratory branch office $40 

Renewal for asbestos contractor's license $30 
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Renewal for accredited asbestos training program approval $40 

 967 

For late renewals received after March 1, 2021, and on or before February 28, 2023, the 968 

late renewal fees shall be as follows: 969 

Late renewal for worker, supervisor, inspector, management planner, 
project designer, or project monitor license $60 

Late renewal for asbestos analytical laboratory license $75 

Late renewal for asbestos analytical laboratory branch office $75 

Late renewal for asbestos contractor's license $65 

Late renewal for accredited asbestos training program approval $75 

 970 

C.B. For licenses expiring after February 1, 2023, and before February 1, 2025, the 971 

renewal fees shall be as follows: 972 

Renewal for worker, supervisor, inspector, management planner, 

project designer, or project monitor license $25 

Renewal for asbestos analytical laboratory license $40 

Renewal for asbestos analytical laboratory branch office $40 

Renewal for asbestos contractor's license $30 

Renewal for accredited asbestos training program approval $40 

 973 

For late renewals received after March 1, 2023, and on or before February 28, 2025, the 974 

late renewal fees shall be as follows: 975 

Late renewal for worker, supervisor, inspector, management planner, 
project designer, or project monitor license $60 

Late renewal for asbestos analytical laboratory license $75 

Late renewal for asbestos analytical laboratory branch office $75 

Late renewal for asbestos contractor's license $65 

Late renewal for accredited asbestos training program approval $75 

 976 
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G. Letters of approval Approval letters for accredited asbestos training programs must 1147 

be maintained at the business address listed on the approval letter and made accessible 1148 

to the public. Each provider of an accredited asbestos training program must maintain 1149 

all records at the business address. The required records must be available for review 1150 

upon demand by the board or its representatives. 1151 

18VAC15-21-110. Training manager qualifications. 1152 

 1153 

An accredited asbestos training program must employ a training manager who: 1154 

1. Has a minimum of two years of experience in teaching adults; or 1155 

2. Has a minimum of three years of experience in the asbestos abatement industry. 1156 

 1157 

 1158 

18VAC15-20 51121-110. Principal iInstructor qualifications. 1159 

 1160 

A. An approved accredited asbestos training program shallmust employ a training 1161 

manager who: 1162 

1. Has a minimum of two years experience in teaching adults; or 1163 

2. Has a minimum of three years experience in the asbestos abatement industry. 1164 

B. A. An approved accredited asbestos training program shallmust use principal 1165 

instructors who: 1166 

1. Have a minimum of 24 hours of asbestos specific training; and 1167 

2. Have a minimum of two years experience in the asbestos abatement industry, or 1168 

have a minimum of two years' experience in teaching adults. 1169 

C. Documentation of all instructor qualifications shall be reviewed and approved by 1170 

the board prior to the instructor teaching in an accredited asbestos training program. 1171 

DB. Guest instructors are exempt from instructor qualifications and are limited to no 1172 

more than two hours of training per day. 1173 

18VAC15-20 70021-120. GeneralAccredited Asbestos Training Program 1174 

Requirements  1175 

In all of the following accredited asbestos training program (training program) 1176 

requirements, one day shallis be equal to eight hours, inclusive of lunch and breaks. 1177 

18VAC15-20 71021-130. Initial Wworker training. 1178 
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g. The components of a proper respiratory protection program. 1208 

h. Selection and use of personal protective clothing; use, storage, and handling 1209 

of non-disposable clothing. 1210 

i. Regulations covering personal protective equipment. 1211 

4. State-of-the-art work practices. 1212 

a. Asbestos abatement activities including descriptions of construction and 1213 

maintenance of barriers and decontamination enclosure systems. 1214 

b. Positioning of warning signs. 1215 

c. Electrical and ventilation system lock-out. 1216 

d. Working techniques for minimizing fiber release, use of wet methods, use of 1217 

negative pressure ventilation equipment, use of high efficiency particulate air 1218 

(HEPA) vacuums. 1219 

e. Clean-up and disposal procedures. 1220 

f. Work practices for removal, encapsulation, enclosure, and repair. 1221 

g. Emergency procedures for sudden releases. 1222 

h. Potential exposure situations, and transport and disposal procedures. 1223 

i. Recommended and prohibited work practices. 1224 

5. Personal hygiene. 1225 

a. Entry and exit procedures for the work area, use of showers, avoidance of 1226 

eating, drinking, smoking, and chewing (gum or tobacco) in the work area. 1227 

b. Potential exposures, including family exposure. 1228 

6. Additional safety hazards. 1229 

a. Hazards encountered during abatement activities and how to deal with them, 1230 

including electrical hazards, heat stress, air contaminants other than asbestos, 1231 

fire and explosion hazards. 1232 

b. Scaffold and ladder hazards. 1233 

c. Slips, trips and falls. 1234 

d. Confined spaces. 1235 
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a. Identification of asbestos. 1301 

b. Aerodynamic characteristics. 1302 

c. Typical uses, physical appearance. 1303 

d. A review of hazard assessment considerations. 1304 

e. A summary of abatement control options. 1305 

3. Potential health effects related to asbestos exposure. 1306 

a. The nature of asbestos-related diseases. 1307 

b. Routes of exposure, dose-response relationships and the lack of a safe 1308 

exposure level. 1309 

c. Synergism between cigarette smoking and asbestos exposure. 1310 

d. Latency period for disease. 1311 

4. Employee personal protective equipment. 1312 

a. Classes and characteristics of respirator types. 1313 

b. Limitations of respirators and their proper selection, inspection, donning, use, 1314 

maintenance and storage procedures. 1315 

c. Methods for field testing of the facepiece-to-face seal (positive and negative 1316 

pressure fitting tests). 1317 

d. Qualitative and quantitative fit testing procedures. 1318 

e. Variability between field and laboratory protection factors. 1319 

f. Factors that alter respirator fit (e.g., facial hair, dental work, weight loss or 1320 

gain). 1321 

g. The components of a proper respiratory protection program. 1322 

h. Selection and use of personal protective clothing; use, storage and handling of 1323 

non-disposable clothing. 1324 

i. Regulations covering personal protective equipment. 1325 

5. State-of-the-art work practices. 1326 
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a. Work practices for asbestos abatement activities including descriptions of 1327 

proper construction and maintenance of barriers and decontamination enclosure 1328 

systems. 1329 

b. Positioning of warning signs. 1330 

c. Electrical and ventilation system lock-out. 1331 

d. Working techniques for minimizing fiber release, use of wet methods, use of 1332 

negative pressure ventilation equipment, and use of high efficiency particulate 1333 

air (HEPA) vacuums. 1334 

e. Clean-up and disposal procedures. 1335 

f. Work practices for removal, encapsulation, encasement, enclosure and repair. 1336 

g. Emergency procedures for sudden releases. 1337 

h. Potential exposure situations. 1338 

i. Transport and disposal procedures. 1339 

j. Recommended and prohibited work practices. 1340 

k. Discussion of new abatement related techniques and methodologies. 1341 

6. Personal hygiene. 1342 

a. Entry and exit procedures for the work area; use of showers; and avoidance of 1343 

eating, drinking, smoking, and chewing (gum or tobacco) in the work area. 1344 

b. Potential exposures, such as family exposure, shall also be included. 1345 

7. Additional safety hazards. 1346 

a. Hazards encountered during abatement activities and how to deal with them, 1347 

including electrical hazards, heat stress, air contaminants other than asbestos, 1348 

fire and explosion hazards. 1349 

b. Scaffold and ladder hazards. 1350 

c. Slips, trips and falls. 1351 

d. Confined spaces. 1352 

8. Medical monitoring. OSHA requirements for a pulmonary function test, chest X-1353 

rays and a medical history for each employee. 1354 

9. Air monitoring. 1355 



44 
 

a. Procedures to determine airborne concentration of asbestos fibers, including a 1356 

description of aggressive sampling, sampling equipment and methods. 1357 

b. Reasons for air monitoring. 1358 

c. Types of samples and interpretation of results, specifically from analysis 1359 

performed by polarized light, phase-contrast, and electron microscopy analyses. 1360 

10. Relevant federal, state, and local regulatory requirements, procedures and 1361 

standards including: 1362 

a. Requirements of TSCA Title II; 1363 

b. 40 CFR Part 61, National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants, 1364 

Subparts A (General Provisions) and M (National Emission Standards for 1365 

Asbestos); 1366 

c. OSHA Standards for Respiratory Protection (29 CFR 1910.134); 1367 

d. OSHA Asbestos Construction Standard (29 CFR 1926.1101); 1368 

e. EPA Worker Protection Rule, 40 CFR Part 763, Subpart G; 1369 

f. Requirements for Asbestos-Containing Waste Materials, 9VAC20-80-640; 1370 

and 1371 

g. 49 CFR Part 172, Subpart H, Department of Transportation regulations 1372 

covering packaging, proper marking of shipping containers and shipping papers. 1373 

11. A review of NESHAP Guidance Documents. 1374 

a. Common Questions on the Asbestos NESHAP. 1375 

b. Asbestos NESHAP: Regulated Asbestos Containing Materials Guidance 1376 

(EPA 340/1-90-018). 1377 

c. Asbestos NESHAP: Adequately Wet Guidance (EPA 340/1-90-019). 1378 

d. Reporting and Record Keeping Requirements for Waste Disposal: A Field 1379 

Guide (EPA 340/1-90-016). 1380 

12. Respiratory protection programs and medical surveillance programs. 1381 

13. Insurance and liability issues. 1382 

a. Contractor issues, workers' compensation coverage, and exclusions. 1383 

b. Third-party liabilities and defenses. 1384 
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c. Insurance coverage and exclusions. 1385 

14. Recordkeeping for asbestos abatement projects: 1386 

a. Records required by federal, state, and local regulations. 1387 

b. Records recommended for legal and insurance purposes. 1388 

15. Supervisory techniques for asbestos abatement activities. Supervisory practices 1389 

to enforce and reinforce the required work practices and to discourage unsafe work 1390 

practices. 1391 

16. Contract specifications. Discussions of key elements that are included in 1392 

contract specifications. 1393 

17. Training program review. A review of key aspects of the accredited asbestos 1394 

training program. 1395 

C. Upon completion of the supervisor training program, the training program must 1396 

administer a closed-book examination. Each examination must cover the topics 1397 

required by this section. 1398 

1. Each examination must have 100 multiple choice questions. 1399 

2. The passing score on the examination must be 70%. 1400 

18VAC15 20 75021 170. Examinations: asbestos abatement supervisors. 1401 

Upon completion of an approved accredited asbestos initial training program, a 1402 

closed book examination will be administered. Demonstration testing will also be 1403 

permitted as part of the examination. Each examination shallmust cover the topics 1404 

included in the training program. Persons who pass the examination and fulfill the 1405 

training program requirements will receive a cCertificate of cCompletion as specified 1406 

in this chapter. The following are the requirements for an examination: 1407 

1. One hundred multiple choice questions; and 1408 

2. Passing score: 70% correct. 1409 

18VAC15-20 76021-180  Supervisor Rrefresher training program  1410 

 1411 

A. Accredited asbestosA supervisor refresher training programs shallmust be one day 1412 

(eight hours) for asbestos abatement supervisors. The supervisor refresher training 1413 

program shallmust review federal and state regulations, discuss changes to the 1414 

regulations, if applicable, and developments in state-of-the-art procedures. A review 1415 

of the following topics from the initial accredited asbestos training program shallmust 1416 

be included in the asbestos supervisor refresher training program: 1417 
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2. Background information on asbestos. 1450 

a. Identification of asbestos, and examples and discussion of the uses and 1451 

locations of asbestos in buildings. 1452 

b. Physical appearance of asbestos. 1453 

3. Potential health effects related to asbestos exposure. 1454 

a. The nature of asbestos-related diseases. 1455 

b. Routes of exposure, dose-response relationships and the lack of a safe 1456 

exposure level. 1457 

c. The synergism between cigarette smoking and asbestos exposure. 1458 

d. Latency period for asbestos-related diseases, a discussion of the relationship 1459 

of asbestos exposure to asbestosis, lung cancer, mesothelioma and cancer of 1460 

other organs. 1461 

4. Functions/qualifications for inspectors. 1462 

a. Discussions of prior experience and qualifications for inspectors and 1463 

management planners. 1464 

b. Discussions of the functions of an accredited inspector as compared to those 1465 

of an accredited management planner. 1466 

c. Discussion of the inspection process including inventory of ACM and 1467 

physical assessment. 1468 

5. Legal liabilities and defenses. 1469 

a. Responsibilities of the inspector, a discussion of comprehensive general 1470 

liability policies, claims made and occurrence policies, environment and 1471 

pollution liability policy clauses; state liability insurance requirements. 1472 

b. Bonding and relationship of insurance availability to bond availability. 1473 

6. Understanding building systems. 1474 

a. The relationship between building systems, including: an overview of 1475 

common building physical plan layout; heat, ventilation and air conditioning 1476 

(HVAC) system types; physical organization; and where asbestos is found on 1477 

HVAC components. 1478 

b. Building mechanical systems, their types and organization and where to look 1479 

for asbestos on such systems. 1480 
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c. Inspecting electrical systems, including appropriate safety precautions. 1481 

d. Reading building plans and as-built drawings. 1482 

7. Public/employee/building occupant relations. 1483 

a. Notification of employee organizations about the inspection. 1484 

b. Signs to warn building occupants. 1485 

c. Tactics in dealing with occupants and the press. 1486 

d. Scheduling inspections to minimize disruptions. 1487 

e. Education of building occupants about actions being taken. 1488 

8. Pre-inspection planning and review of previous inspection records. 1489 

a. Scheduling the inspection and obtaining access. 1490 

b. Building record review; identification of probable homogeneous areas from 1491 

building plans or as-built drawings. 1492 

c. Consultation with maintenance or building personnel. 1493 

d. Review of previous inspection, sampling, and abatement records of a 1494 

building. 1495 

e. The role of the inspector in exclusions for previously performed inspections. 1496 

9. Inspection for friable and nonfriable ACM and assessment of the condition of 1497 

friable ACM. 1498 

a. Procedures to follow in conducting visual inspections for friable and 1499 

nonfriable ACM. 1500 

b. Types of building materials that may contain asbestos. 1501 

c. Touching materials to determine friability. 1502 

d. Open return air plenums and their importance in HVAC systems. 1503 

e. Assessing damage, significant damage, potential damage, and potential 1504 

significant damage. 1505 

f. Amount of suspected ACM, both in total quantity and as a percentage of the 1506 

total area. 1507 

g. Type of damage. 1508 
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h. Accessibility. 1509 

i. Material's potential for disturbance. 1510 

j. Known or suspected causes of damage or significant damage, and 1511 

deterioration as assessment factors. 1512 

10. Bulk sampling/documentation of asbestos in schools. 1513 

a. Detailed discussion of the "Simplified Sampling Scheme for Friable Surfacing 1514 

Materials" (EPA 560/5-85-030a October 1985). 1515 

b. Techniques to ensure sampling in a randomly distributed manner for other 1516 

than friable surfacing materials. 1517 

c. Techniques for bulk sampling. 1518 

d. Sampling equipment the inspector should use. 1519 

e. Patching or repair of damage done in sampling; an inspector's repair kit. 1520 

f. Discussion of polarized light microscopy. 1521 

g. Choosing an accredited laboratory to analyze bulk samples. 1522 

h. Quality control and quality assurance procedures. 1523 

11. Inspector respiratory protection and equipment. 1524 

a. Classes and characteristics of respirator types. 1525 

b. Limitations of respirators. 1526 

c. Selection, inspection, donning, use, maintenance, and storage procedures for 1527 

respirators. 1528 

d. Methods for field testing of the facepiece-to-face seal (positive and negative 1529 

pressure fitting tests); qualitative and quantitative fit testing procedures. 1530 

e. Variability between field and laboratory protection factors. 1531 

f. Factors that alter respirator fit (e.g., facial hair, dental work, weight loss or 1532 

gain). 1533 

g. The components of a proper respiratory protection program. 1534 

h. Selection and use of personal protective clothing. 1535 

i. Use, storage, and handling of non-disposable clothing. 1536 
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12. Recordkeeping and writing the inspection report. 1537 

a. Labeling of samples and keying sample identification to sampling location. 1538 

b. Recommendations on sample labeling. 1539 

c. Detailing of ACM inventory. 1540 

d. Photographs of selected sampling areas and examples of ACM condition. 1541 

e. Information required for inclusion in the management plan by TSCA Title II 1542 

section 203 (i)(1). 1543 

13. Regulatory review. 1544 

a. EPA Worker Protection Rule found at 40 CFR Part 763, Subpart G. 1545 

b. TSCA Title II. 1546 

c. OSHA Asbestos Construction Standard (29 CFR 1926.1101). 1547 

d. OSHA respirator requirements (29 CFR 1910.134). 1548 

e. The friable ACM in Schools Rule found at 40 CFR Part 763, Subpart F. 1549 

f. Applicable state and local regulations. 1550 

g. Differences in federal and state requirements where they apply and the effects, 1551 

if any, on public and nonpublic schools, and commercial and public buildings. 1552 

14. Field trip. 1553 

a. Field exercise with a walk-through inspection. 1554 

b. On-site discussion of information gathering and determination of sampling 1555 

locations. 1556 

c. On-site practice in physical assessment. 1557 

d. Classroom discussion of field exercise. 1558 

15. Training program review. A review of key aspects of the accredited asbestos 1559 

training program. 1560 

C. Upon completion of the inspector training program, the training program must 1561 

administer a closed-book examination. Each examination must cover the topics 1562 

required by this section. 1563 

1. Each examination must have 100 multiple choice questions. 1564 
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2. The passing score on the examination must be 70%. 1565 

18VAC15 20 78021 200  Examinations: asbestos inspectors  1566 

Upon completion of an accredited asbestos inspector training program, a closed book 1567 

examination will be administered. Each examination shallmust cover the topics 1568 

included in the inspector training program. Persons who pass the examination and 1569 

fulfill training program requirements will receive a cCertificate of cCompletion as 1570 

specified in this chapter. The following are the requirements for examination: 1571 

1. One hundred multiple choice questions; and 1572 

2. Passing score: 70% correct. 1573 

18VAC15-20 79021-210. Inspector Rrefresher training program. 1574 

A. An Accredited asbestos inspector refresher training programs shallmust be one-half 1575 

day (four hours) for inspectors. The inspector refresher training program shallmust 1576 

review federal and state regulations, discuss changes to the regulations, if applicable, 1577 

and review developments in state-of-the-art procedures. A review of the following 1578 

topics from the initial accredited asbestos training program shallmust be included in 1579 

the accredited asbestos inspector refresher training program: 1580 

1. Inspection for friable and nonfriable asbestos-containing material (ACM) and 1581 

assessment of the condition of friable ACM; 1582 

2. Bulk sampling/documentation of asbestos in schools; and 1583 

3. Reinspection and reassessment techniques. 1584 

B. The use of exercises to encourage interactive learning and participation is 1585 

suggested. These exercises may take the form of reviewing building plans, inspection 1586 

reports, a video or photo walk through of an area to be inspected and written 1587 

interviews with maintenance personnel to draw upon items covered in the initial 1588 

accredited asbestos inspector training program. 1589 

C. A written closed-book examination will be administered covering the topics 1590 

included in the asbestos inspector refresher training program. The examination will 1591 

consist of no fewer than 50 questions. The passing score will be 70% correct. Persons 1592 

who pass the asbestos inspector refresher training program examination will receive a 1593 

cCertificate of cCompletion as specified in this chapter. 1594 

18VAC15-20 80021-220  Initial Asbestos management planner training  1595 

 1596 
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b. Liabilities associated with interim control measures, in-house maintenance, 1627 

repair, and removal. 1628 

c. Use of results from previous inspections. 1629 

5. Evaluation and selection of control options. 1630 

a. Overview of encapsulation, enclosure, interim operations and maintenance, 1631 

and removal; advantages and disadvantages of each method. 1632 

b. Response actions described via a decision tree or other appropriate method; 1633 

work practices for each response action. 1634 

c. Staging and prioritizing of work in both vacant and occupied buildings. 1635 

d. The need for containment barriers and decontamination in response actions. 1636 

6. Role of other professionals. 1637 

a. Use of industrial hygienists, engineers and architects in developing technical 1638 

specifications for response actions. 1639 

b. Any requirements that may exist for an architect to sign-off on plans. 1640 

c. Team approach to designing of high-quality job specifications. 1641 

7. Developing an operations and maintenance (O&M) plan. 1642 

a. Purpose of the plan. 1643 

b. Discussion of applicable EPA guidance documents. 1644 

c. What actions should be taken by custodial staff: proper cleaning procedures; 1645 

steam cleaning and high efficiency particulate air (HEPA) vacuuming. 1646 

d. Reducing disturbance of ACM. 1647 

e. Scheduling O&M for off-hours; rescheduling or canceling renovation in areas 1648 

with ACM. 1649 

f. Boiler room maintenance. 1650 

g. Disposal of ACM. 1651 

h. In-house procedures for ACM: bridging and penetrating encapsulants, pipe 1652 

fittings, metal sleeves, poly vinyl chloride (PVC), canvas, and wet wraps; muslin 1653 

with straps; fiber mesh cloth; mineral wool, and insulating cement. 1654 

i. Discussion of employee protection programs and staff training. 1655 
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j. Case study in developing an O&M plan (development, implementation 1656 

process, and problems that have been experienced). 1657 

8. Recordkeeping for the management planner. 1658 

a. Use of field inspector's data sheet along with laboratory results. 1659 

b. On-going recordkeeping as a means to track asbestos disturbance. 1660 

c. Procedures for recordkeeping. 1661 

9. Assembling and submitting the management plan. 1662 

a. Plan requirements in TSCA Title II section 203(I)(1). 1663 

b. The management plan as a planning tool. 1664 

10. Financing abatement actions. 1665 

a. Economic analysis and cost estimates. 1666 

b. Development of cost estimates. 1667 

c. Present costs of abatement versus future operations and maintenance costs. 1668 

d. Asbestos School Hazard Abatement Act grants and loans. 1669 

11. A review of key aspects of the accredited asbestos training program. 1670 

C. Upon completion of the management planner training program, the training 1671 

program must administer a closed-book examination. Each examination must cover 1672 

the topics required by this section. 1673 

1. Each examination must have 100 multiple choice questions. 1674 

2. The passing score on the examination must be 70%. 1675 

 1676 

18VAC15 20 81021 230. Examinations: asbestos management planners. 1677 

Upon completion of an accredited asbestos management planner training program, a 1678 

closed book examination will be administered. Each examination shallmust cover the 1679 

topics included in the management planner training program. Persons who pass the 1680 

examination and fulfill training program requirements will receive a cCertificate of 1681 

cCompletion as specified in this chapter. The following are the requirements for 1682 

examination: 1683 

1. One hundred multiple choice questions; and 1684 
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program mustshall include lectures, demonstrations, a field trip, training program 1718 

review, and a written examination.  1719 

B. The three day asbestos project designer project designer training program 1720 

shallmust address the following topics: 1721 

1. Training program overview. 1722 

a. The role of the project designer in the asbestos abatement industry. 1723 

b. Discussion of what a project design is. 1724 

2. Background information on asbestos. 1725 

a. Identification of asbestos; examples and discussion of the uses and locations 1726 

of asbestos in buildings. 1727 

b. Physical appearance of asbestos. 1728 

3. Potential health effects related to asbestos exposure. 1729 

a. Nature of asbestos-related diseases. 1730 

b. Routes of exposure, dose-response relationships and the lack of a safe 1731 

exposure level. 1732 

c. The synergistic effect between cigarette smoking and asbestos exposure. 1733 

d. The latency period of asbestos-related diseases; a discussion of the 1734 

relationship between asbestos exposure and asbestosis, lung cancer, 1735 

mesothelioma, and cancer of other organs. 1736 

4. Overview of abatement construction projects. 1737 

a. Abatement as a portion of a renovation project. 1738 

b. OSHA requirements for notification of other contractors on a multi-employer 1739 

site (29 CFR 1926.1101). 1740 

5. Safety system design specifications. 1741 

a. Construction and maintenance of containment barriers and decontamination 1742 

enclosure systems. 1743 

b. Positioning of warning signs. 1744 

c. Electrical and ventilation system lock-out. 1745 

d. Proper working techniques for minimizing fiber release. 1746 
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e. Entry and exit procedures for the work area, use of wet methods, use of 1747 

negative pressure exhaust ventilation equipment, use of high efficiency 1748 

particulate air (HEPA) vacuums, proper clean-up and disposal of asbestos, work 1749 

practices as they apply to encapsulation, enclosure, and repair, use of glove bags 1750 

and a demonstration of glove bag use. 1751 

6. Field trip. 1752 

a. Visit a proposed abatement site or other suitable building site, including on-1753 

site discussions of abatement design. 1754 

b. Building walk-through inspection, and discussion following the walk-through. 1755 

7. Employee personal protective equipment. 1756 

a. Classes and characteristics of respirator types. 1757 

b. Limitations of respirators, proper selection, inspection, donning, use, 1758 

maintenance, and storage procedures. 1759 

c. Methods for field testing of the facepiece-to-face seal (positive and negative 1760 

pressure fitting tests). 1761 

d. Qualitative and quantitative fit testing procedures. 1762 

e. Variability between field and laboratory protection factors, factors that alter 1763 

respirator fit (e.g., facial hair, dental work and weight loss or gain). 1764 

f. Components of a proper respiratory protection program. 1765 

g. Selection and use of personal protective clothing, use, storage and handling of 1766 

non-disposable clothing. 1767 

h. Regulations covering personal protective equipment. 1768 

8. Additional safety hazards. 1769 

a. Hazards encountered during abatement activities and how to deal with them. 1770 

b. Electrical hazards, heat stress, air contaminants other than asbestos, fire and 1771 

explosion hazards. 1772 

9. Fiber aerodynamics and control. 1773 

a. Aerodynamic characteristics of asbestos fibers. 1774 

b. Importance of proper containment barriers. 1775 
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c. Settling time for asbestos fibers. 1776 

d. Wet methods in abatement. 1777 

e. Aggressive air monitoring following abatement. 1778 

f. Aggressive air movement and negative pressure exhaust ventilation as a clean-1779 

up method. 1780 

10. Designing abatement solutions. 1781 

a. Discussions of removal, enclosure, and encapsulation methods. 1782 

b. Asbestos waste disposal. 1783 

11. Budgeting/cost estimation. 1784 

a. Development of cost estimates. 1785 

b. Present costs of abatement versus future operations and maintenance costs. 1786 

c. Setting priorities for abatement jobs to reduce cost. 1787 

12. Writing abatement specifications. 1788 

a. Means and methods specifications versus performance specifications. 1789 

b. Design of abatement in occupied buildings. 1790 

c. Modification of guide specifications to a particular building. 1791 

d. Worker and building occupant health/medical considerations. 1792 

e. Replacement of ACM with non-asbestos substitutes. 1793 

f. Clearance of work area after abatement. 1794 

g. Air monitoring for clearance. 1795 

13. Preparing abatement drawings. 1796 

a. Use of as-built drawings. 1797 

b. Use of inspection photographs and on-site reports. 1798 

c. Particular problems in abatement drawings. 1799 

14. Contract preparation and administration. 1800 

15. Legal/liabilities/defenses. 1801 
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a. Insurance considerations, bonding, hold harmless clauses, and use of 1802 

abatement contractor'’s liability insurance. 1803 

b. Claims-made versus occurrence policies. 1804 

16. Replacement of asbestos with asbestos-free substitutes. 1805 

17. Role of other consultants. 1806 

a. Development of technical specification sections by industrial hygienists or 1807 

engineers. 1808 

b. The multi-disciplinary team approach to abatement design. 1809 

c. The use and responsibilities of a project monitor on the abatement site. 1810 

18. Occupied buildings. 1811 

a. Special design procedures required in occupied buildings. 1812 

b. Education of occupants. 1813 

c. Extra monitoring recommendations. 1814 

d. Staging of work to minimize occupant exposure. 1815 

e. Scheduling of renovation to minimize exposure. 1816 

19. Relevant federal, state and local regulatory requirements. Procedures and 1817 

standards including: 1818 

a. Requirements of TSCA Title II; 1819 

b. 40 CFR Part 61, National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants, 1820 

Subparts A (General Provisions) and M (National Emission Standard for 1821 

Asbestos); 1822 

c. OSHA standards for respiratory protection (29 CFR 1910.134); 1823 

d. EPA Worker Protection Rule, found at 40 CFR Part 763, Subpart G; 1824 

e. OSHA Asbestos Construction Standard found at 29 CFR 1926.1101; and 1825 

f. OSHA Hazard Communication Standard found in 29 CFR 1926.59. 1826 

20. A review of key aspects of the accredited asbestos training program. 1827 
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C. A written closed-book examination will be administered covering the topics 1860 

included in the asbestos project designer refresher training program. The examination 1861 

will consist of no fewer than 50 questions. The passing score will be 70% correct. 1862 

Persons who pass the asbestos project designer refresher training program will receive 1863 

a cCertificate of cCompletion as specified in this chapter. 1864 

18VAC15-20 86021-280. Initial Pproject monitor training. 1865 

 1866 

A. An initial comprehensive project monitor training program must last a 1867 

minimum of five days. The project monitor training program must include lectures, 1868 

demonstrations, a least six hours of hands-on training which must permit project 1869 

monitors the experience of performing actual tasks associated with asbestos project 1870 

monitoring, a field trip, a training program review, and an examination. 1871 

 1872 

A. Asbestos abatement project monitors shall complete a  training must be a five day 1873 

(40 hours) training program as outlined below. All training programs shallmust be 1874 

approved by the board. The accredited asbestos training program shallmust include 1875 

lectures, demonstrations, training program review, examination, and at least six hours 1876 

of hands on training which allows project monitors the experience of performing 1877 

actual tasks associated with asbestos project monitoring. Those applicants who hold 1878 

current supervisor or project designer accreditation need not complete the entire 401879 

hour accredited asbestos training program, but may complete the 16 hour portion of 1880 

the training program described in subdivision B 1 of this section and take the 1881 

examination.  1882 

B. TheA comprehensive 40 hour accredited asbestos initial project monitor training 1883 

program shall must address the following topics and the topics outlined in Subpart B 1884 

below: 1885 

1. The physical characteristics of asbestos and asbestos-containing materials. 1886 

a. Identification of asbestos. 1887 

b. Typical uses and locations in buildings, physical appearance. 1888 

c. A review of hazard assessment control options. 1889 

d. A summary of abatement control options. 1890 

2. Potential health effects related to asbestos exposure. 1891 

a. The nature of asbestos-related diseases. 1892 
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b. Routes of exposure, dose-response relationships and the lack of a safe 1893 

exposure level. 1894 

c. Synergism between cigarette smoking and asbestos exposure. 1895 

d. Latency period for disease; a discussion of the relationship between asbestos 1896 

exposure and asbestosis, lung cancer, mesothelioma, and cancer of the other 1897 

organs. 1898 

3. Employee personal protective equipment. 1899 

a. Classes and characteristics of respirator types. 1900 

b. Limitations of respirators and their proper selection, inspection, donning, use, 1901 

maintenance and storage procedures. 1902 

c. Methods for field testing of the facepiece-to-face seal (positive and negative 1903 

pressure fitting tests). 1904 

d. Qualitative and quantitative fit testing procedures. 1905 

e. Variability between field and laboratory protection factors. 1906 

f. Factors that alter respirator fit (e.g., facial hair, dental work, weight loss or 1907 

gain). 1908 

g. The components of a proper respiratory protection program. 1909 

h. Selection and uses of personal protective clothing; use, storage, and handling 1910 

of nondisposable clothing. 1911 

i. Regulations covering personal protection equipment. 1912 

4. State of the art work practices. 1913 

a. Work practices for asbestos abatement activities including description of 1914 

proper construction and maintenance barriers and decontamination enclosure 1915 

systems. 1916 

b. Positioning of warning signs. 1917 

c. Electrical and ventilation system lock-out. 1918 

d. Working techniques for minimizing fiber release, use of wet methods, use of 1919 

negative pressure ventilation equipment, use of high efficiency particulate air 1920 

(HEPA) vacuums. Entry and exit procedures for work area. 1921 

e. Clean-up and disposal procedures. 1922 
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f. Work practices for removal, encapsulation, enclosure and repair. Use of glove 1923 

bags and a demonstration of glove bag use. 1924 

g. Emergency procedures for sudden release. 1925 

h. Potential exposure situations. 1926 

i. Transport and disposal procedures. 1927 

j. Recommended and prohibited work practices. 1928 

k. Discussion of new abatement related techniques and methodologies. 1929 

5. Personal hygiene. 1930 

a. Entry and exit procedures for the work area; use of showers; avoidance of 1931 

eating, drinking, smoking, and chewing (gum or tobacco) in the work area. 1932 

b. Potential exposures, such as family exposure, shall also be included. 1933 

6. Additional safety hazards as covered in OSHA CFR Parts 1926 and 1910 to 1934 

include: 1935 

a. Hazards encountered during the abatement activities and how to deal with 1936 

them, including electrical hazards, heat stress, air contaminants other than 1937 

asbestos, fire, and explosion hazards; 1938 

b. Scaffold and ladder hazards; 1939 

c. Slips, trips and falls; and 1940 

d. Confined spaces. 1941 

7. Medical monitoring. OSHA requirements for a pulmonary function test, chest x-1942 

rays and a medical history for each employee. 1943 

8. Respiratory protection programs and medical surveillance programs. 1944 

9. Insurance and liability issues: 1945 

a. Contractor issues, workers' compensation coverage, and exclusions. 1946 

b. Third-party liabilities and defenses. 1947 

c. Insurance coverage and exclusions. 1948 

10. Relevant federal, state and local regulatory requirements, procedures and 1949 

standards including: 1950 
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a. Requirements of TSCA Title II; 1951 

b. 40 CFR Part 61 National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants, 1952 

Subparts A (General Provisions) and M (National Emission Standards for 1953 

Asbestos); 1954 

c. OSHA Standards for respiratory protection (29 CFR 1910.134); 1955 

d. OSHA Asbestos Construction Standard (29 CFR 1926.1101); 1956 

e. OSHA Hazard Communication Standard (29 CFR 1926.59); 1957 

f. EPA Worker Protection Rule, 40 CFR Part 763; 1958 

g. Requirements of Asbestos-Containing Waste Materials, 9VAC20-80-640; 1959 

h. DOT 49 CFR Parts 171 and 172 Subpart H; and 1960 

i. Virginia asbestos licensing regulations.  1961 

11. Air monitoring. 1962 

a. NIOSH Asbestos Monitoring Procedure. Procedures to determine airborne 1963 

concentration of asbestos fibers, including a description of aggressive sampling, 1964 

sampling equipment and methods. 1965 

(1) Explanation of analytical methods, measures of precision, control of errors, 1966 

collecting samples, fiber counts, sampling and calibration equipment, statistics, 1967 

quality control techniques in sampling. 1968 

(2) Review of OSHA Asbestos Regulations 29 CFR Part 1926, Subpart F, 1-6. 1969 

b. Sampling strategy. 1970 

(1) Why samples are taken. 1971 

(2) Sampling inside and outside of containment area. 1972 

(3) Placement of pumps. 1973 

c. Reasons for air monitoring. 1974 

d. Types of samples and interpretation of results, specifically from analysis 1975 

performed by polarized light, phase-contrast, and electron microscopy analyses. 1976 

e. Final clearance. 1977 
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12. Overview of supervisory techniques for asbestos abatement activities to 1978 

include the information covered in the accredited asbestos supervisor training 1979 

program. A review of the required work practices and safety considerations. 1980 

13. Field trip. 1981 

a. Visit a proposed abatement site or other suitable building site, including on-1982 

site discussions of abatement design. 1983 

b. Building walk-through inspection and discussion following the walk through. 1984 

14. Fiber aerodynamics and control. 1985 

a. Aerodynamic characteristics of asbestos fibers. 1986 

b. Importance of proper containment barriers. 1987 

c. Settling time for asbestos fibers. 1988 

d. Wet methods in abatement. 1989 

e. Aggressive air monitoring following abatement. 1990 

f. Aggressive air movement and negative pressure exhaust ventilation as a clean-1991 

up method. 1992 

15. Project specifications. Discussion of key elements that are included in 1993 

contract specifications. 1994 

a. Means and methods specifications versus performance specifications. 1995 

b. Considerations for design of abatement in occupied buildings. 1996 

c. Worker and building occupant health/medical considerations. 1997 

d. Replacement of ACM with non-asbestos substitutes. 1998 

e. Clearance of work area after abatement. 1999 

f. Use of as-built drawings. 2000 

g. Use of inspection photographs and on-site reports. 2001 

h. Particular problems in abatement drawings. 2002 

16. Conducting inspections. 2003 

a. Inspection prior to containment to assure condition of items and proper 2004 

precleaning. 2005 
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b. Inspection of containment prior to commencement of abatement to assure that 2006 

containment is complete and proper. 2007 

c. Daily work and containment inspections. 2008 

d. Final visual inspection and a discussion of the ASTM E1368 method. 2009 

17. Recordkeeping and documentation. 2010 

a. Project logs. 2011 

b. Inspection reports. 2012 

c. Waste shipment record requirements (WSR). 2013 

d. Recordkeeping required by federal, state or local regulations. 2014 

e. Recordkeeping required for insurance purposes. 2015 

18. Role of project monitor in relation to: 2016 

a. Building owner; 2017 

b. Building occupants; 2018 

c. Abatement contractor; and 2019 

d. Other consultants. 2020 

19. Occupied buildings. 2021 

a. Special procedures recommended in occupied buildings. 2022 

b. Extra monitoring recommendations. 2023 

20. A review of NESHAP Guidance Documents. 2024 

21. A review of key aspects of the accredited asbestos training program. 2025 

22. Examination. 2026 

BC. Applicants who are currently accredited by EPA as an asbestos supervisor or 2027 

asbestos project designer may complete a 16-hour initial project monitor training 2028 

program. A 16-hour initial project monitor program must include lectures, 2029 

demonstrations, a least six hours of hands-on training which must permit project 2030 

monitors the experience of performing actual tasks associated with asbestos project 2031 

monitoring, a training program review, and an examination.  2032 
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d. Types of samples and interpretation of results, specifically from analysis 2065 

performed by polarized light, phase contrast, and electron microscopy analyses. 2066 

e. Final clearance. 2067 

2. Overview of supervisory techniques for asbestos abatement activities to include 2068 

the information covered in the accredited asbestos supervisor training program. A 2069 

review of the required work practices and safety considerations. 2070 

3. Field trip. 2071 

a. Visit a proposed abatement site or other suitable building site, including on2072 

site discussions of abatement design. 2073 

b. Building walk through inspection and discussion following the walk through. 2074 

4. Fiber aerodynamics and control. 2075 

a. Aerodynamic characteristics of asbestos fibers. 2076 

b. Importance of proper containment barriers. 2077 

c. Settling time for asbestos fibers. 2078 

d. Wet methods in abatement. 2079 

e. Aggressive air monitoring following abatement. 2080 

f. Aggressive air movement and negative pressure exhaust ventilation as a clean2081 

up method. 2082 

5. Project specifications. Discussion of key elements that are included in contract 2083 

specifications. 2084 

a. Means and methods specifications versus performance specifications. 2085 

b. Considerations for design of abatement in occupied buildings. 2086 

c. Worker and building occupant health/medical considerations. 2087 

d. Replacement of ACM with non asbestos substitutes. 2088 

e. Clearance of work area after abatement. 2089 

f. Use of as built drawings. 2090 

g. Use of inspection photographs and on site reports. 2091 

h. Particular problems in abatement drawings. 2092 
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6. Conducting inspections. 2093 

a. Inspection prior to containment to assure condition of items and proper 2094 

precleaning. 2095 

b. Inspection of containment prior to commencement of abatement to assure that 2096 

containment is complete and proper. 2097 

c. Daily work and containment inspections. 2098 

d. Final visual inspection and a discussion of the ASTM E1368 method. 2099 

7. Recordkeeping and documentation. 2100 

a. Project logs. 2101 

b. Inspection reports. 2102 

c. Waste shipment record requirements (WSR). 2103 

d. Recordkeeping required by federal, state or local regulations. 2104 

e. Recordkeeping required for insurance purposes. 2105 

8. Role of project monitor in relation to: 2106 

a. Building owner; 2107 

b. Building occupants; 2108 

c. Abatement contractor; and 2109 

d. Other consultants. 2110 

9. Occupied buildings. 2111 

a. Special procedures recommended in occupied buildings. 2112 

b. Extra monitoring recommendations. 2113 

10. A review of NESHAP Guidance Documents. 2114 

11. A review of key aspects of the accredited asbestos training program. 2115 

12. Examination. 2116 

 2117 

 2118 
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1. Violating or inducing another person to violate any of the provisions of Chapter 2369 

1, 2, 3, or 5 of Title 54.1 of the Code of Virginia, or any of the provisions of this 2370 

chapter. 2371 

2. Obtaining a license, approval as an accredited asbestos training program, 2372 

approval as an accredited asbestos training provider or approval as an instructor 2373 

through fraudulent means. 2374 

3. Altering or falsifying a Virginia Asbestos License or a training certificate from an 2375 

accredited asbestos training program. 2376 

4. Violating any provision of AHERA or ASHARA, or any federal or state 2377 

regulation pertinent to asbestos activity. 2378 

5. Having been found guilty by the board, an administrative body, or by a court of 2379 

any misrepresentation in the course of performing his asbestos related operating 2380 

duties. 2381 

6. Subject to the provisions of § 54.1 204 of the Code of Virginia, having been 2382 

convicted or found guilty, regardless of adjudication in any jurisdiction of the 2383 

United States, of any felony or of any misdemeanor involving lying, cheating, or 2384 

stealing, or of any violation while engaged in environmental remediation activity, 2385 

which resulted in the significant harm or the imminent and substantial threat of 2386 

significant harm to human health or the environment there being no appeal pending 2387 

therefrom or the time for appeal having elapsed. Any plea of nolo contendere shall 2388 

be considered a conviction for the purposes of this chapter. A certified copy of the 2389 

final order, decree or case decision by a court or regulatory agency with lawful 2390 

authority to issue such order, decree or case decision shall be admissible as prima 2391 

facie evidence of such conviction or discipline. 2392 

7. Failing to notify the board in writing within 30 days of pleading guilty or nolo 2393 

contendere or being convicted or found guilty of any felony or of any misdemeanor 2394 

involving lying, cheating, or stealing or of any violation while engaged in 2395 

environmental remediation activity which resulted in the significant harm or the 2396 

imminent and substantial threat of significant harm to human health or the 2397 

environment. 2398 

8. Negligence, or a continued pattern of incompetence, in the practice of the 2399 

discipline profession in which the asbestos license is held. 2400 

9. Failing or neglecting to send any information or documentation that was 2401 

requested by the board or its representatives. 2402 

10. Refusing to allow state or federal representatives access to any area of an 2403 

abatement site for the purpose of lawful compliance inspections. 2404 
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C. The licensee shall notify the board, in writing, if the type of analysis it will 2776 

undertake is different from the type of analysis for which the initial license was 2777 

issued. The licensee shall submit a new application or branch office application, as 2778 

applicable, reflecting the changes and submit evidence of meeting the qualifications 2779 

required by this chapter to perform the analysis. The licensee must receive approval 2780 

from the board prior to performing the analysis. No additional fees are required to 2781 

amend the type of analysis performed by the analytical laboratory licensee. 2782 

D. The licensee shall notify the department within 10 days of any changes in the 2783 

laboratory location. 2784 

E. Asbestos analytical laboratory licenses are issued to firms as defined in this chapter 2785 

and are not transferable. Whenever the legal firm holding the license is dissolved or 2786 

altered to form a new firm, the original license becomes void and shall be returned to 2787 

the board within 30 days of the change. Additionally, the new firm shall apply for a 2788 

new license, on a form provided by the board, within 30 days of the change in the 2789 

firm. Such changes include: 2790 

1. Death of a sole proprietor; 2791 

2. Death or withdrawal of a general partner in a general partnership or the managing 2792 

partner in a limited partnership; 2793 

3. Termination or cancellation of a corporation or limited liability company; and 2794 

4. Conversion, formation, or dissolution of a corporation, a limited liability 2795 

company, or an association or any other firm recognized under the laws of the 2796 

Commonwealth of Virginia. 2797 

18VAC15 20 459.5. License. 2798 

A. The transfer of an asbestos analytical laboratory license is prohibited. Whenever 2799 

there is any change in the controlling interest of the legal entity licensed, a new 2800 

license is required. 2801 

B. A copy of the current asbestos analytical laboratory license will be on site at all 2802 

times where analysis is performed, including project sites. The license shall be 2803 

available for review by the department. 2804 

C. The board shall require asbestos analytical laboratories that wish to become or to 2805 

remain licensed in the Commonwealth to conform to any future additional standards 2806 

or regulations set forth by the EPA or accrediting entity. 2807 

D. The licensee shall permit the board to conduct periodic on site inspections and 2808 

evaluations of licensed asbestos analytical laboratory facilities. The inspections shall 2809 

include, but not be limited to, equipment, procedure and protocol records, training and 2810 
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specified in the original notification as follows:no less than 48 hours prior to the new 2970 

start date. 2971 

1. For accredited asbestos training programs beginning prior to the start date 2972 

provided to the board, an updated notification must be received by the board at least 2973 

48 hours before the new start date. 2974 

2. For accredited asbestos training programs beginning after the start date provided 2975 

to the board, an updated notification must be received by the board at least 48 hours 2976 

before the start date provided to the board. 2977 

3.C. The training manager shallmust update the board of any change in location of an 2978 

accredited asbestos training program at least 48 hours prior to the start date provided 2979 

to the board. 2980 

D4. The training manager shallmust update the board regarding any accredited 2981 

asbestos training program cancellations or any other change to the original 2982 

notification at least 48 hours prior to the start date provided to the board. This 2983 

requirement shalldoes not apply to situations or circumstances beyond the control of 2984 

the training provider. 2985 

E5. Each notification, including updates, shall include the following: 2986 

1. Notification type (original, update, cancellation). 2987 

2. Training program name, Virginia accreditation number, address, and telephone 2988 

number. 2989 

3. Course discipline, type (initial/refresher), and the language in which the 2990 

instruction will be given. 2991 

4. Dates and times of training. 2992 

5. Training locations, telephone number, and address. 2993 

6. Principal instructor's name. 2994 

7. Training manager's name and signature. 2995 

F6.. For all accredited asbestos training programs approved by the board, the training 2996 

provider shallmust keep aprovide to the board training program participant list of all 2997 

of the individuals attending the accredited asbestos training program course within ten 2998 

days of the course end date. The training program participant list shall contain the 2999 

following minimum information: 3000 

1. Training program name, Virginia accreditation number, address, and telephone 3001 

number. 3002 
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A. The training manager shall notify the board no less than 48 hours prior to the start 3067 

date of any accredited asbestos training program. 3068 

B. The training manager shall provide an updated notification when an accredited 3069 

asbestos training program will begin on a date other than the start date specified in the 3070 

original notification as follows: 3071 

1. For accredited asbestos training programs beginning prior to the start date 3072 

provided to the board, an updated notification must be received by the board at least 3073 

48 hours before the new start date. 3074 

2. For accredited asbestos training programs beginning after the start date provided 3075 

to the board, an updated notification must be received by the board at least 48 hours 3076 

before the start date provided to the board. 3077 

C. The training manager shall update the board of any change in location of an 3078 

accredited asbestos training program at least 48 hours prior to the start date provided 3079 

to the board. 3080 

D. The training manager shall update the board regarding any accredited asbestos 3081 

training program cancellations or any other change to the original notification at least 3082 

48 hours prior to the start date provided to the board. This requirement shall not apply 3083 

to situations or circumstances beyond the control of the training provider. 3084 

E. Each notification, including updates, shall include the following: 3085 

1. Notification type (original, update, cancellation). 3086 

2. Training program name, Virginia accreditation number, address, and telephone 3087 

number. 3088 

3. Course discipline, type (initial/refresher), and the language in which the 3089 

instruction will be given. 3090 

4. Dates and times of training. 3091 

5. Training locations, telephone number, and address. 3092 

6. Principal instructor's name. 3093 

7. Training manager's name and signature. 3094 

F. For all accredited asbestos training programs approved by the board, the training 3095 

provider shall keep a training program participant list of all of the individuals 3096 

attending the accredited asbestos training program. The training program participant 3097 

list shall contain the following minimum information: 3098 



99 
 

1. Training program name, Virginia accreditation number, address, and telephone 3099 

number. 3100 

2. Course discipline and type (initial/refresher). 3101 

3. Dates of training. 3102 

4. Location of training program presentation. 3103 

5. Each participant's name, address, social security number, course completion 3104 

certificate number, and course test score. 3105 

6. Principal instructor's name. 3106 

7. Training manager's name and signature. 3107 

G. The training program participant list shall be completed by the training program 3108 

principal instructor and training program participants daily. 3109 

H. The training program participant list shall be retained by the training provider for 3110 

three years following the date of completion of the training program. 3111 

I. The training manager shall provide to the board the accredited asbestos training 3112 

program participant list no later than 10 business days following the training program 3113 

completion. 3114 

J. Notifications and training program participant lists shall be submitted electronically 3115 

in the manner established by the board specifically to receive this documentation 3116 

using a sample form designed by and available from the board. Any variation upon 3117 

this procedure shall be approved by the board prior to submission. 3118 

K. The training provider shall retain all examinations completed by training program 3119 

participants for a period of three years. 3120 

L. The department shall not recognize training certificates from approved training 3121 

providers that fail to notify or fail to provide a training program participant list. 3122 

18VAC15 20 480. Accredited asbestos training program outline and syllabus. 3123 

A. Prior to the start of the accredited asbestos training program, the training provider 3124 

shall prepare a course outline or syllabus. The outline shall contain the following 3125 

minimum information: 3126 

1. Training program title and length of training; 3127 

2. Starting time of each day of training; 3128 
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3. Training program section, inclusive length of training time for each section and 3129 

instructor for each program section; 3130 

4. Scheduled breaks and inclusive length of breaks; 3131 

5. Scheduled lunch break and inclusive length of break; 3132 

6. Scheduled hands on training, a description of the training to be performed, length 3133 

of training and name of the instructor or instructors; and 3134 

7. Examination and inclusive length of examination time. 3135 

B. The training provider shall disseminate the training program outline or syllabus to 3136 

all training program participants. A copy of the training program outline shall be 3137 

retained by the training provider for a period of three years following the completion 3138 

of the training program. 3139 

18VAC15 20 490. Certificates of completion. 3140 

A. Following attendance of the accredited asbestos training program and successful 3141 

completion of an examination by the training program participant, the training 3142 

provider shall issue a Certificate of Completion to the training program participant. 3143 

The certificate shall contain the following minimum information: 3144 

1. Training provider's business name; 3145 

2. Training provider's business address and phone number; 3146 

3. Location of training; 3147 

4. Typewritten or printed name of training program participant; 3148 

5. Training program title and length of training in hours; 3149 

6. Certificate number; 3150 

7. Inclusive training program dates; 3151 

8. Examination date; 3152 

9. An expiration date one year after the date of completion of the accredited 3153 

asbestos training program; 3154 

10. For training programs covered under 40 CFR Part 763, Subpart E, Appendix C, 3155 

a statement that the person receiving the certificate has completed the requisite 3156 

training for asbestos accreditation under TSCA Title II; 3157 

11. Statement of attendance and successful completion of an examination by the 3158 

training program participant; and 3159 
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12. Signature and typewritten or printed name of the accredited asbestos training 3160 

program manager or administrator and principal instructor. The signature may be a 3161 

printed facsimile. 3162 

B. Changes to the Certificate of Completion shall be submitted to the board for review 3163 

and approval prior to issuance to training program participants. 3164 

18VAC15 20 500. Training program materials: training program manuals; video 3165 

instruction; training equipment. 3166 

A. All training program participants shall be issued a training program manual for the 3167 

asbestos training program. 3168 

B. Use of video instruction is permitted as a method of instruction in an accredited 3169 

asbestos training program, provided that videos are not the sole and primary source of 3170 

instruction unless the videos are interactive. 3171 

Videos shall be made available to the board, if requested, during an on site audit or 3172 

inspection. 3173 

C. In no case will equipment utilized for display or part of hands on training have 3174 

been utilized on an asbestos abatement project site. 3175 

Equipment will be dedicated for training use only. 3176 

The training provider shall keep a listing of all equipment utilized for training on file. 3177 

The equipment list will contain the following minimum information: 3178 

1. Equipment brand name; 3179 

2. Equipment description; and 3180 

3. A statement of how the equipment is to be utilized in the accredited asbestos 3181 

training program. 3182 

The dated equipment list will be updated as new equipment is added as part of an 3183 

accredited asbestos training program and each list must be maintained for a period of 3184 

three years. 3185 

18VAC15-20-510. [Repealed] 3186 

18VAC15 20 511. Instructor qualifications. 3187 

A. An approved accredited asbestos training program shall employ a training manager 3188 

who: 3189 

1. Has a minimum of two years experience in teaching adults; or 3190 

2. Has a minimum of three years experience in the asbestos abatement industry. 3191 
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B. An approved accredited asbestos training program shall use principal instructors 3192 

who: 3193 

1. Have a minimum of 24 hours of asbestos specific training; and 3194 

2. Have a minimum of two years experience in the asbestos abatement industry, or 3195 

have a minimum of two years' experience in teaching adults. 3196 

C. Documentation of all instructor qualifications shall be reviewed and approved by 3197 

the board prior to the instructor teaching in an accredited asbestos training program. 3198 

D. Guest instructors are exempt from instructor qualifications and are limited to no 3199 

more than two hours of training per day. 3200 

18VAC15 20 520. Number of instructors required to provide training. 3201 

A. The board strongly recommends a minimum of two instructors to teach an 3202 

accredited asbestos initial worker training program. 3203 

B. One instructor is adequate per accredited asbestos refresher training program. 3204 

C. At least one instructor shall be in the classroom and available to the students at all 3205 

times during the accredited asbestos training program. 3206 

18VAC15 20 530. Student to instructor ratios. 3207 

A. Hands on training means an evaluation that tests the trainee's ability to 3208 

satisfactorily perform the work practices and procedures in this chapter and shall be 3209 

overseen by the instructor at a ratio of no more than 10 students to one instructor. 3210 

B. There shall be no more than three training program participants in any hands on 3211 

exercise, except for a hands on exercise which involves building containments. 3212 

18VAC15 20 540. Distinct training disciplines. 3213 

All initial and refresher accredited asbestos training programs shall be discipline 3214 

specific. 3215 

18VAC15 20 550. Completion of training. 3216 

The total hours of actual training for an initial training program, including 3217 

examinations, shall be completed within a single two week time frame, from start to 3218 

finish. 3219 

18VAC15 20 560. Length of training. 3220 

The following are the requirements for length of training for an accredited asbestos 3221 

training program: 3222 

1. In no case shall actual asbestos training exceed eight hours in a 24 hour period; 3223 
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18VAC15 20 610. EPA ASHARA compliance. 3260 

All Virginia approved accredited asbestos training programs shall be in compliance 3261 

with all training and recordkeeping requirements established by the EPA Model 3262 

Accreditation Plan, 40 CFR Part 763, Subpart E. 3263 

18VAC15-20-620 to 18VAC15-20-690. [Repealed] 3264 

 3265 

C. Accredited asbestos training providers shall admit board representatives for the 3266 

purpose of conducting an on-site audit, or any other purpose necessary to evaluate 3267 

compliance with this chapter and other applicable laws and regulations. 3268 

 3269 

Part XIII 3270 

Accredited Asbestos Training Program Standards 3271 

18VAC15 20 700. General. 3272 

In all of the following accredited asbestos training program (training program) 3273 

requirements, one day shall be equal to eight hours, inclusive of lunch and breaks. 3274 

18VAC15 20 710. Worker training. 3275 

Asbestos abatement workers shall complete at least a four day (32 hours) training 3276 

program as outlined below. All training programs shall be approved by the board. The 3277 

accredited asbestos training program shall include lectures, demonstrations, at least 14 3278 

hours of hands on training, a training program review, and an examination. 3279 

The training shall address the following topics: 3280 

1. Physical characteristics of asbestos. 3281 

a. Identification of asbestos. 3282 

b. Aerodynamic characteristics. 3283 

c. Typical uses and physical appearance. 3284 

d. A summary of abatement control options. 3285 

2. Potential health effects related to asbestos exposure. 3286 

a. The nature of asbestos related diseases. 3287 

b. Routes of exposure, dose response relationships and the lack of a safe 3288 

exposure level. 3289 

c. Synergism between cigarette smoking and asbestos exposure. 3290 
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d. Latency period for disease. 3291 

3. Employee personal protective equipment. 3292 

a. Classes and characteristics of respirator types. 3293 

b. Limitations of respirators and their proper selection, inspection, donning, use, 3294 

maintenance, and storage procedures. 3295 

c. Methods for field testing of the facepiece to face seal (positive and negative 3296 

pressure fitting tests). 3297 

d. Qualitative and quantitative fit testing procedures. 3298 

e. Variability between field and laboratory protection factors. 3299 

f. Factors that alter respirator fit (e.g., facial hair). 3300 

g. The components of a proper respiratory protection program. 3301 

h. Selection and use of personal protective clothing; use, storage, and handling 3302 

of nondisposable clothing. 3303 

i. Regulations covering personal protective equipment. 3304 

4. State of the art work practices. 3305 

a. Asbestos abatement activities including descriptions of construction and 3306 

maintenance of barriers and decontamination enclosure systems. 3307 

b. Positioning of warning signs. 3308 

c. Electrical and ventilation system lock out. 3309 

d. Working techniques for minimizing fiber release, use of wet methods, use of 3310 

negative pressure ventilation equipment, use of high efficiency particulate air 3311 

(HEPA) vacuums. 3312 

e. Clean up and disposal procedures. 3313 

f. Work practices for removal, encapsulation, enclosure, and repair. 3314 

g. Emergency procedures for sudden releases. 3315 

h. Potential exposure situations, and transport and disposal procedures. 3316 

i. Recommended and prohibited work practices. 3317 

5. Personal hygiene. 3318 
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a. Entry and exit procedures for the work area, use of showers, avoidance of 3319 

eating, drinking, smoking, and chewing (gum or tobacco) in the work area. 3320 

b. Potential exposures, including family exposure. 3321 

6. Additional safety hazards. 3322 

a. Hazards encountered during abatement activities and how to deal with them, 3323 

including electrical hazards, heat stress, air contaminants other than asbestos, 3324 

fire and explosion hazards. 3325 

b. Scaffold and ladder hazards. 3326 

c. Slips, trips and falls. 3327 

d. Confined spaces. 3328 

7. Medical monitoring. 3329 

a. OSHA requirements for a pulmonary function test. 3330 

b. Chest X rays and a medical history for each employee. 3331 

8. Air monitoring. 3332 

a. Procedures to determine airborne concentrations of asbestos fibers. 3333 

b. Focusing on how personal air sampling is performed and the reasons for it. 3334 

9. Relevant federal, state and local regulatory requirements, procedures and 3335 

standards, with particular attention directed at relevant EPA, OSHA, and state 3336 

regulations concerning asbestos abatement workers and Department of 3337 

Transportation regulations (49 CFR 172 Subpart H), with emphasis on packaging 3338 

requirements and marking of containers of ACM waste. 3339 

10. Establishment of respiratory protection programs. 3340 

11. Training program review. A review of key aspects of the accredited asbestos 3341 

training program. 3342 

18VAC15 20 720. Examinations: Asbestos abatement worker. 3343 

Upon completion of an approved initial training program, a closed book examination 3344 

will be administered. Demonstration testing will also be permitted as part of the 3345 

examination. Each examination shall cover the topics included in the training 3346 

program. Persons who pass the examination and fulfill the training program 3347 

requirements will receive a Certificate of Completion as specified in this chapter. The 3348 

following are the requirements for an examination: 3349 
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1. Fifty multiple choice questions; and 3350 

2. Passing score: 70% correct. 3351 

18VAC15 20 730. Refresher training program. 3352 

A. Accredited asbestos refresher training programs shall be one day (eight hours) for 3353 

asbestos abatement workers. The training programs shall review federal and state 3354 

regulations, discuss changes to the regulations, if applicable, and developments in 3355 

state of the art procedures. A review of the following topics from the initial 3356 

accredited asbestos training program shall be included in the accredited asbestos 3357 

worker refresher training program: 3358 

1. Potential health effects related to asbestos exposure; 3359 

2. Employee personal protective equipment; 3360 

3. State of the art work practices (with emphasis on work practices for removal, 3361 

encapsulation, encasement, enclosure and repair and proper working techniques for 3362 

minimizing fiber release, use of wet methods, use of negative pressure ventilation 3363 

equipment and the use of high efficiency particulate air (HEPA) vacuums); 3364 

4. Personal hygiene; and 3365 

5. Additional safety hazards. 3366 

B. A written closed book examination shall be included in the refresher training 3367 

program. The examination will consist of no fewer than 50 questions. The passing 3368 

score will be 70% correct. Persons who pass the examination and fulfill the training 3369 

program requirements will receive a Certificate of Completion as specified in this 3370 

chapter. 3371 

18VAC15 20 740. Supervisor training. 3372 

Asbestos abatement supervisors shall complete a five day (40 hours) training program 3373 

as outlined below. The training program shall include lectures, demonstrations, 3374 

training program review, examination, and at least 14 hours of hands on training 3375 

which allows supervisors the experience of performing actual tasks associated with 3376 

asbestos abatement. The accredited asbestos supervisor training program shall address 3377 

the following topics: 3378 

1. The role of the supervisor in the asbestos abatement process. 3379 

2. The physical characteristics of asbestos and asbestos containing materials. 3380 

a. Identification of asbestos. 3381 

b. Aerodynamic characteristics. 3382 
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c. Typical uses, physical appearance. 3383 

d. A review of hazard assessment considerations. 3384 

e. A summary of abatement control options. 3385 

3. Potential health effects related to asbestos exposure. 3386 

a. The nature of asbestos related diseases. 3387 

b. Routes of exposure, dose response relationships and the lack of a safe 3388 

exposure level. 3389 

c. Synergism between cigarette smoking and asbestos exposure. 3390 

d. Latency period for disease. 3391 

4. Employee personal protective equipment. 3392 

a. Classes and characteristics of respirator types. 3393 

b. Limitations of respirators and their proper selection, inspection, donning, use, 3394 

maintenance and storage procedures. 3395 

c. Methods for field testing of the facepiece to face seal (positive and negative 3396 

pressure fitting tests). 3397 

d. Qualitative and quantitative fit testing procedures. 3398 

e. Variability between field and laboratory protection factors. 3399 

f. Factors that alter respirator fit (e.g., facial hair, dental work, weight loss or 3400 

gain). 3401 

g. The components of a proper respiratory protection program. 3402 

h. Selection and use of personal protective clothing; use, storage and handling of 3403 

nondisposable clothing. 3404 

i. Regulations covering personal protective equipment. 3405 

5. State of the art work practices. 3406 

a. Work practices for asbestos abatement activities including descriptions of 3407 

proper construction and maintenance of barriers and decontamination enclosure 3408 

systems. 3409 

b. Positioning of warning signs. 3410 
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c. Electrical and ventilation system lock out. 3411 

d. Working techniques for minimizing fiber release, use of wet methods, use of 3412 

negative pressure ventilation equipment, and use of high efficiency particulate 3413 

air (HEPA) vacuums. 3414 

e. Clean up and disposal procedures. 3415 

f. Work practices for removal, encapsulation, encasement, enclosure and repair. 3416 

g. Emergency procedures for sudden releases. 3417 

h. Potential exposure situations. 3418 

i. Transport and disposal procedures. 3419 

j. Recommended and prohibited work practices. 3420 

k. Discussion of new abatement related techniques and methodologies. 3421 

6. Personal hygiene. 3422 

a. Entry and exit procedures for the work area; use of showers; and avoidance of 3423 

eating, drinking, smoking, and chewing (gum or tobacco) in the work area. 3424 

b. Potential exposures, such as family exposure, shall also be included. 3425 

7. Additional safety hazards. 3426 

a. Hazards encountered during abatement activities and how to deal with them, 3427 

including electrical hazards, heat stress, air contaminants other than asbestos, 3428 

fire and explosion hazards. 3429 

b. Scaffold and ladder hazards. 3430 

c. Slips, trips and falls. 3431 

d. Confined spaces. 3432 

8. Medical monitoring. OSHA requirements for a pulmonary function test, chest X3433 

rays and a medical history for each employee. 3434 

9. Air monitoring. 3435 

a. Procedures to determine airborne concentration of asbestos fibers, including a 3436 

description of aggressive sampling, sampling equipment and methods. 3437 

b. Reasons for air monitoring. 3438 
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c. Types of samples and interpretation of results, specifically from analysis 3439 

performed by polarized light, phase contrast, and electron microscopy analyses. 3440 

10. Relevant federal, state, and local regulatory requirements, procedures and 3441 

standards including: 3442 

a. Requirements of TSCA Title II; 3443 

b. 40 CFR Part 61, National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants, 3444 

Subparts A (General Provisions) and M (National Emission Standards for 3445 

Asbestos); 3446 

c. OSHA Standards for Respiratory Protection (29 CFR 1910.134); 3447 

d. OSHA Asbestos Construction Standard (29 CFR 1926.1101); 3448 

e. EPA Worker Protection Rule, 40 CFR Part 763, Subpart G; 3449 

f. Requirements for Asbestos Containing Waste Materials, 9VAC20 80 640; 3450 

and 3451 

g. 49 CFR Part 172, Subpart H, Department of Transportation regulations 3452 

covering packaging, proper marking of shipping containers and shipping papers. 3453 

11. A review of NESHAP Guidance Documents. 3454 

a. Common Questions on the Asbestos NESHAP. 3455 

b. Asbestos NESHAP: Regulated Asbestos Containing Materials Guidance 3456 

(EPA 340/1 90 018). 3457 

c. Asbestos NESHAP: Adequately Wet Guidance (EPA 340/1 90 019). 3458 

d. Reporting and Record Keeping Requirements for Waste Disposal: A Field 3459 

Guide (EPA 340/1 90 016). 3460 

12. Respiratory protection programs and medical surveillance programs. 3461 

13. Insurance and liability issues. 3462 

a. Contractor issues, workers' compensation coverage, and exclusions. 3463 

b. Third party liabilities and defenses. 3464 

c. Insurance coverage and exclusions. 3465 

14. Recordkeeping for asbestos abatement projects: 3466 

a. Records required by federal, state, and local regulations. 3467 



111 
 

b. Records recommended for legal and insurance purposes. 3468 

15. Supervisory techniques for asbestos abatement activities. Supervisory practices 3469 

to enforce and reinforce the required work practices and to discourage unsafe work 3470 

practices. 3471 

16. Contract specifications. Discussions of key elements that are included in 3472 

contract specifications. 3473 

17. Training program review. A review of key aspects of the accredited asbestos 3474 

training program. 3475 

18VAC15 20 750. Examinations: asbestos abatement supervisors. 3476 

Upon completion of an approved accredited asbestos initial training program, a 3477 

closed book examination will be administered. Demonstration testing will also be 3478 

permitted as part of the examination. Each examination shall cover the topics included 3479 

in the training program. Persons who pass the examination and fulfill the training 3480 

program requirements will receive a Certificate of Completion as specified in this 3481 

chapter. The following are the requirements for an examination: 3482 

1. One hundred multiple choice questions; and 3483 

2. Passing score: 70% correct. 3484 

18VAC15 20 760. Refresher training program. 3485 

A. Accredited asbestos refresher training programs shall be one day (eight hours) for 3486 

asbestos abatement supervisors. The training program shall review federal and state 3487 

regulations, discuss changes to the regulations, if applicable, and developments in 3488 

state of the art procedures. A review of the following topics from the initial 3489 

accredited asbestos training program shall be included in the asbestos supervisor 3490 

refresher training program: 3491 

1. Potential health effects related to asbestos exposure; 3492 

2. Employee personal protective equipment; including medical monitoring and 3493 

respiratory protection program; 3494 

3. State of the art work practices (with emphasis on work practices for removal, 3495 

encapsulation, enclosure and repair and proper working techniques for minimizing 3496 

fiber release, use of wet methods, use of negative pressure ventilation equipment 3497 

and the use of high efficiency particulate air (HEPA) vacuums); 3498 

4. Additional safety hazards and medical monitoring; 3499 

5. Review of the Asbestos NESHAP, OSHA and DOT requirements; and 3500 



112 
 

6. Review of Virginia regulations concerning asbestos licensing, removal and 3501 

disposal. 3502 

B. A written closed book examination shall be included in the refresher training 3503 

program. The examination will consist of no fewer than 50 questions. The passing 3504 

score will be 70% correct. Persons who pass the refresher training program 3505 

examination will receive a Certificate of Completion. The certificate shall conform to 3506 

the requirements of this chapter. 3507 

18VAC15 20 770. Inspector training. 3508 

Asbestos inspectors shall complete a three day (24 hours) training program as 3509 

outlined below. The training program shall include lectures, demonstrations, four 3510 

hours of hands on training, training program review and a written examination. The 3511 

accredited asbestos inspector training program shall address the following topics: 3512 

1. Training program overview. 3513 

a. The role of the inspector in the asbestos abatement industry. 3514 

b. A discussion of inspection requirements and criteria for AHERA, NESHAP 3515 

and state agencies. 3516 

2. Background information on asbestos. 3517 

a. Identification of asbestos, and examples and discussion of the uses and 3518 

locations of asbestos in buildings. 3519 

b. Physical appearance of asbestos. 3520 

3. Potential health effects related to asbestos exposure. 3521 

a. The nature of asbestos related diseases. 3522 

b. Routes of exposure, dose response relationships and the lack of a safe 3523 

exposure level. 3524 

c. The synergism between cigarette smoking and asbestos exposure. 3525 

d. Latency period for asbestos related diseases, a discussion of the relationship 3526 

of asbestos exposure to asbestosis, lung cancer, mesothelioma and cancer of 3527 

other organs. 3528 

4. Functions/qualifications for inspectors. 3529 

a. Discussions of prior experience and qualifications for inspectors and 3530 

management planners. 3531 
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b. Discussions of the functions of an accredited inspector as compared to those 3532 

of an accredited management planner. 3533 

c. Discussion of the inspection process including inventory of ACM and 3534 

physical assessment. 3535 

5. Legal liabilities and defenses. 3536 

a. Responsibilities of the inspector, a discussion of comprehensive general 3537 

liability policies, claims made and occurrence policies, environment and 3538 

pollution liability policy clauses; state liability insurance requirements. 3539 

b. Bonding and relationship of insurance availability to bond availability. 3540 

6. Understanding building systems. 3541 

a. The relationship between building systems, including: an overview of 3542 

common building physical plan layout; heat, ventilation and air conditioning 3543 

(HVAC) system types; physical organization; and where asbestos is found on 3544 

HVAC components. 3545 

b. Building mechanical systems, their types and organization and where to look 3546 

for asbestos on such systems. 3547 

c. Inspecting electrical systems, including appropriate safety precautions. 3548 

d. Reading building plans and as built drawings. 3549 

7. Public/employee/building occupant relations. 3550 

a. Notification of employee organizations about the inspection. 3551 

b. Signs to warn building occupants. 3552 

c. Tactics in dealing with occupants and the press. 3553 

d. Scheduling inspections to minimize disruptions. 3554 

e. Education of building occupants about actions being taken. 3555 

8. Preinspection planning and review of previous inspection records. 3556 

a. Scheduling the inspection and obtaining access. 3557 

b. Building record review; identification of probable homogeneous areas from 3558 

building plans or as built drawings. 3559 

c. Consultation with maintenance or building personnel. 3560 
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d. Review of previous inspection, sampling, and abatement records of a 3561 

building. 3562 

e. The role of the inspector in exclusions for previously performed inspections. 3563 

9. Inspection for friable and nonfriable ACM and assessment of the condition of 3564 

friable ACM. 3565 

a. Procedures to follow in conducting visual inspections for friable and 3566 

nonfriable ACM. 3567 

b. Types of building materials that may contain asbestos. 3568 

c. Touching materials to determine friability. 3569 

d. Open return air plenums and their importance in HVAC systems. 3570 

e. Assessing damage, significant damage, potential damage, and potential 3571 

significant damage. 3572 

f. Amount of suspected ACM, both in total quantity and as a percentage of the 3573 

total area. 3574 

g. Type of damage. 3575 

h. Accessibility. 3576 

i. Material's potential for disturbance. 3577 

j. Known or suspected causes of damage or significant damage, and 3578 

deterioration as assessment factors. 3579 

10. Bulk sampling/documentation of asbestos in schools. 3580 

a. Detailed discussion of the "Simplified Sampling Scheme for Friable Surfacing 3581 

Materials" (EPA 560/5 85 030a October 1985). 3582 

b. Techniques to ensure sampling in a randomly distributed manner for other 3583 

than friable surfacing materials. 3584 

c. Techniques for bulk sampling. 3585 

d. Sampling equipment the inspector should use. 3586 

e. Patching or repair of damage done in sampling; an inspector's repair kit. 3587 

f. Discussion of polarized light microscopy. 3588 

g. Choosing an accredited laboratory to analyze bulk samples. 3589 
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h. Quality control and quality assurance procedures. 3590 

11. Inspector respiratory protection and equipment. 3591 

a. Classes and characteristics of respirator types. 3592 

b. Limitations of respirators. 3593 

c. Selection, inspection, donning, use, maintenance, and storage procedures for 3594 

respirators. 3595 

d. Methods for field testing of the facepiece to face seal (positive and negative 3596 

pressure fitting tests); qualitative and quantitative fit testing procedures. 3597 

e. Variability between field and laboratory protection factors. 3598 

f. Factors that alter respirator fit (e.g., facial hair, dental work, weight loss or 3599 

gain). 3600 

g. The components of a proper respiratory protection program. 3601 

h. Selection and use of personal protective clothing. 3602 

i. Use, storage, and handling of nondisposable clothing. 3603 

12. Recordkeeping and writing the inspection report. 3604 

a. Labeling of samples and keying sample identification to sampling location. 3605 

b. Recommendations on sample labeling. 3606 

c. Detailing of ACM inventory. 3607 

d. Photographs of selected sampling areas and examples of ACM condition. 3608 

e. Information required for inclusion in the management plan by TSCA Title II 3609 

section 203 (i)(1). 3610 

13. Regulatory review. 3611 

a. EPA Worker Protection Rule found at 40 CFR Part 763, Subpart G. 3612 

b. TSCA Title II. 3613 

c. OSHA Asbestos Construction Standard (29 CFR 1926.1101). 3614 

d. OSHA respirator requirements (29 CFR 1910.134). 3615 

e. The friable ACM in Schools Rule found at 40 CFR Part 763, Subpart F. 3616 
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f. Applicable state and local regulations. 3617 

g. Differences in federal and state requirements where they apply and the effects, 3618 

if any, on public and nonpublic schools, and commercial and public buildings. 3619 

14. Field trip. 3620 

a. Field exercise with a walk through inspection. 3621 

b. On site discussion of information gathering and determination of sampling 3622 

locations. 3623 

c. On site practice in physical assessment. 3624 

d. Classroom discussion of field exercise. 3625 

15. Training program review. A review of key aspects of the accredited asbestos 3626 

training program. 3627 

18VAC15 20 780. Examinations: asbestos inspectors. 3628 

Upon completion of an accredited asbestos inspector training program, a closed book 3629 

examination will be administered. Each examination shall cover the topics included in 3630 

the inspector training program. Persons who pass the examination and fulfill training 3631 

program requirements will receive a Certificate of Completion as specified in this 3632 

chapter. The following are the requirements for examination: 3633 

1. One hundred multiple choice questions; and 3634 

2. Passing score: 70% correct. 3635 

18VAC15 20 790. Refresher training program. 3636 

A. Accredited asbestos refresher training programs shall be one half day (four hours) 3637 

for inspectors. The training program shall review federal and state regulations, discuss 3638 

changes to the regulations, if applicable, and review developments in state of the art 3639 

procedures. A review of the following topics from the initial accredited asbestos 3640 

training program shall be included in the accredited asbestos inspector refresher 3641 

training program: 3642 

1. Inspection for friable and nonfriable asbestos containing material (ACM) and 3643 

assessment of the condition of friable ACM; 3644 

2. Bulk sampling/documentation of asbestos in schools; and 3645 

3. Reinspection and reassessment techniques. 3646 

B. The use of exercises to encourage interactive learning and participation is 3647 

suggested. These exercises may take the form of reviewing building plans, inspection 3648 
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reports, a video or photo walk through of an area to be inspected and written 3649 

interviews with maintenance personnel to draw upon items covered in the initial 3650 

accredited asbestos inspector training program. 3651 

C. A written closed book examination will be administered covering the topics 3652 

included in the asbestos inspector refresher training program. The examination will 3653 

consist of no fewer than 50 questions. The passing score will be 70% correct. Persons 3654 

who pass the asbestos inspector refresher training program examination will receive a 3655 

Certificate of Completion as specified in this chapter. 3656 

18VAC15 20 800. Asbestos management planner training. 3657 

Asbestos management planners shall complete an accredited asbestos inspector 3658 

training program as provided in 18VAC15 20 770 and a two day accredited asbestos 3659 

management planner training program. The two day (16 hours) accredited asbestos 3660 

training program shall include lectures, demonstrations, program review, and a written 3661 

examination. The accredited asbestos management planner training program shall 3662 

address the following topics: 3663 

1. Training program overview. 3664 

a. The role of the management planner. 3665 

b. Operations and maintenance programs. 3666 

c. Setting work priorities; protection of building occupants. 3667 

2. Evaluation/interpretation of survey results. 3668 

a. Review of TSCA Title II requirements for inspection and management plans 3669 

as given in section 203(i)(1) of TSCA Title II. 3670 

b. Summarized field data and laboratory results; comparison between field 3671 

inspector's data sheet with laboratory results and site survey. 3672 

3. Hazard assessment. 3673 

a. Amplification of the difference between physical assessment and hazard 3674 

assessment. 3675 

b. The role of the management planner in hazard assessment. 3676 

c. Explanation of significant damage, damage, potential damage, and potential 3677 

significant damage and use of a description (or decision tree) code for 3678 

assessment of ACM; assessment of friable ACM. 3679 

d. Relationship of accessibility, vibration sources, use of adjoining space, air 3680 

plenums and other factors to hazard assessment. 3681 
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4. Legal implications. 3682 

a. Liability; insurance issues specific to management planners. 3683 

b. Liabilities associated with interim control measures, in house maintenance, 3684 

repair, and removal. 3685 

c. Use of results from previous inspections. 3686 

5. Evaluation and selection of control options. 3687 

a. Overview of encapsulation, enclosure, interim operations and maintenance, 3688 

and removal; advantages and disadvantages of each method. 3689 

b. Response actions described via a decision tree or other appropriate method; 3690 

work practices for each response action. 3691 

c. Staging and prioritizing of work in both vacant and occupied buildings. 3692 

d. The need for containment barriers and decontamination in response actions. 3693 

6. Role of other professionals. 3694 

a. Use of industrial hygienists, engineers and architects in developing technical 3695 

specifications for response actions. 3696 

b. Any requirements that may exist for an architect to sign off on plans. 3697 

c. Team approach to designing of high quality job specifications. 3698 

7. Developing an operations and maintenance (O&M) plan. 3699 

a. Purpose of the plan. 3700 

b. Discussion of applicable EPA guidance documents. 3701 

c. What actions should be taken by custodial staff: proper cleaning procedures; 3702 

steam cleaning and high efficiency particulate air (HEPA) vacuuming. 3703 

d. Reducing disturbance of ACM. 3704 

e. Scheduling O&M for off hours; rescheduling or canceling renovation in areas 3705 

with ACM. 3706 

f. Boiler room maintenance. 3707 

g. Disposal of ACM. 3708 
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h. In house procedures for ACM: bridging and penetrating encapsulants, pipe 3709 

fittings, metal sleeves, poly vinyl chloride (PVC), canvas, and wet wraps; muslin 3710 

with straps; fiber mesh cloth; mineral wool, and insulating cement. 3711 

i. Discussion of employee protection programs and staff training. 3712 

j. Case study in developing an O&M plan (development, implementation 3713 

process, and problems that have been experienced). 3714 

8. Recordkeeping for the management planner. 3715 

a. Use of field inspector's data sheet along with laboratory results. 3716 

b. On going recordkeeping as a means to track asbestos disturbance. 3717 

c. Procedures for recordkeeping. 3718 

9. Assembling and submitting the management plan. 3719 

a. Plan requirements in TSCA Title II section 203(I)(1). 3720 

b. The management plan as a planning tool. 3721 

10. Financing abatement actions. 3722 

a. Economic analysis and cost estimates. 3723 

b. Development of cost estimates. 3724 

c. Present costs of abatement versus future operations and maintenance costs. 3725 

d. Asbestos School Hazard Abatement Act grants and loans. 3726 

11. A review of key aspects of the accredited asbestos training program. 3727 

18VAC15 20 810. Examinations: asbestos management planners. 3728 

Upon completion of an accredited asbestos management planner training program, a 3729 

closed book examination will be administered. Each examination shall cover the 3730 

topics included in the management planner training program. Persons who pass the 3731 

examination and fulfill training program requirements will receive a Certificate of 3732 

Completion as specified in this chapter. The following are the requirements for 3733 

examination: 3734 

1. One hundred multiple choice questions; and 3735 

2. Passing score: 70% correct. 3736 

18VAC15 20 820. Refresher training program. 3737 
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A. Management planners shall attend both the management planner refresher training 3738 

program of one half day (four hours) and the inspector refresher training program of 3739 

one half day (four hours). The management planner refresher training program shall 3740 

review federal and state regulations, discuss changes, if applicable, and review 3741 

developments in state of the art procedures. A review of the following topics from the 3742 

initial accredited asbestos management planner training program shall be included in 3743 

the asbestos management planner refresher training program: 3744 

1. Evaluation and interpretation of survey results; 3745 

2. Hazard assessment; 3746 

3. Evaluation and selection of control options; and 3747 

4. Developing an Operations and Maintenance plan. 3748 

B. The use of exercises to encourage interactive learning and participation is 3749 

suggested. These exercises may take the form of reviewing inspection reports, a video 3750 

or photo walk through of a building to have a management plan prepared for and a 3751 

review of reinspection or abatement reports to update or prepare a management plan 3752 

to draw upon items covered in the accredited asbestos inspector training program and 3753 

the initial accredited asbestos management planner training program. 3754 

C. A written closed book examination will be administered covering the topics 3755 

included in the asbestos management planner refresher training program. The 3756 

examination will consist of no fewer than 50 questions. The passing score will be 70% 3757 

correct. Persons who pass the asbestos management planner refresher training 3758 

program examination will receive a Certificate of Completion as specified in this 3759 

chapter. 3760 

18VAC15 20 830. Asbestos project designer training. 3761 

Asbestos project designers shall complete a three day (24 hours) training program as 3762 

outlined below. The three day asbestos project designer training program shall include 3763 

lectures, demonstrations, a field trip, training program review, and a written 3764 

examination. The three day asbestos project designer training program shall address 3765 

the following topics: 3766 

1. Training program overview. 3767 

a. The role of the project designer in the asbestos abatement industry. 3768 

b. Discussion of what a project design is. 3769 

2. Background information on asbestos. 3770 
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a. Identification of asbestos; examples and discussion of the uses and locations 3771 

of asbestos in buildings. 3772 

b. Physical appearance of asbestos. 3773 

3. Potential health effects related to asbestos exposure. 3774 

a. Nature of asbestos related diseases. 3775 

b. Routes of exposure, dose response relationships and the lack of a safe 3776 

exposure level. 3777 

c. The synergistic effect between cigarette smoking and asbestos exposure. 3778 

d. The latency period of asbestos related diseases; a discussion of the 3779 

relationship between asbestos exposure and asbestosis, lung cancer, 3780 

mesothelioma, and cancer of other organs. 3781 

4. Overview of abatement construction projects. 3782 

a. Abatement as a portion of a renovation project. 3783 

b. OSHA requirements for notification of other contractors on a multi employer 3784 

site (29 CFR 1926.1101). 3785 

5. Safety system design specifications. 3786 

a. Construction and maintenance of containment barriers and decontamination 3787 

enclosure systems. 3788 

b. Positioning of warning signs. 3789 

c. Electrical and ventilation system lock out. 3790 

d. Proper working techniques for minimizing fiber release. 3791 

e. Entry and exit procedures for the work area, use of wet methods, use of 3792 

negative pressure exhaust ventilation equipment, use of high efficiency 3793 

particulate air (HEPA) vacuums, proper clean up and disposal of asbestos, work 3794 

practices as they apply to encapsulation, enclosure, and repair, use of glove bags 3795 

and a demonstration of glove bag use. 3796 

6. Field trip. 3797 

a. Visit a proposed abatement site or other suitable building site, including on3798 

site discussions of abatement design. 3799 

b. Building walk through inspection, and discussion following the walk through. 3800 
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7. Employee personal protective equipment. 3801 

a. Classes and characteristics of respirator types. 3802 

b. Limitations of respirators, proper selection, inspection, donning, use, 3803 

maintenance, and storage procedures. 3804 

c. Methods for field testing of the facepiece to face seal (positive and negative 3805 

pressure fitting tests). 3806 

d. Qualitative and quantitative fit testing procedures. 3807 

e. Variability between field and laboratory protection factors, factors that alter 3808 

respirator fit (e.g., facial hair, dental work and weight loss or gain). 3809 

f. Components of a proper respiratory protection program. 3810 

g. Selection and use of personal protective clothing, use, storage and handling of 3811 

nondisposable clothing. 3812 

h. Regulations covering personal protective equipment. 3813 

8. Additional safety hazards. 3814 

a. Hazards encountered during abatement activities and how to deal with them. 3815 

b. Electrical hazards, heat stress, air contaminants other than asbestos, fire and 3816 

explosion hazards. 3817 

9. Fiber aerodynamics and control. 3818 

a. Aerodynamic characteristics of asbestos fibers. 3819 

b. Importance of proper containment barriers. 3820 

c. Settling time for asbestos fibers. 3821 

d. Wet methods in abatement. 3822 

e. Aggressive air monitoring following abatement. 3823 

f. Aggressive air movement and negative pressure exhaust ventilation as a clean3824 

up method. 3825 

10. Designing abatement solutions. 3826 

a. Discussions of removal, enclosure, and encapsulation methods. 3827 

b. Asbestos waste disposal. 3828 
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11. Budgeting/cost estimation. 3829 

a. Development of cost estimates. 3830 

b. Present costs of abatement versus future operations and maintenance costs. 3831 

c. Setting priorities for abatement jobs to reduce cost. 3832 

12. Writing abatement specifications. 3833 

a. Means and methods specifications versus performance specifications. 3834 

b. Design of abatement in occupied buildings. 3835 

c. Modification of guide specifications to a particular building. 3836 

d. Worker and building occupant health/medical considerations. 3837 

e. Replacement of ACM with non asbestos substitutes. 3838 

f. Clearance of work area after abatement. 3839 

g. Air monitoring for clearance. 3840 

13. Preparing abatement drawings. 3841 

a. Use of as built drawings. 3842 

b. Use of inspection photographs and on site reports. 3843 

c. Particular problems in abatement drawings. 3844 

14. Contract preparation and administration. 3845 

15. Legal/liabilities/defenses. 3846 

a. Insurance considerations, bonding, hold harmless clauses, and use of 3847 

abatement contractor's liability insurance. 3848 

b. Claims made versus occurrence policies. 3849 

16. Replacement of asbestos with asbestos free substitutes. 3850 

17. Role of other consultants. 3851 

a. Development of technical specification sections by industrial hygienists or 3852 

engineers. 3853 

b. The multi disciplinary team approach to abatement design. 3854 
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c. The use and responsibilities of a project monitor on the abatement site. 3855 

18. Occupied buildings. 3856 

a. Special design procedures required in occupied buildings. 3857 

b. Education of occupants. 3858 

c. Extra monitoring recommendations. 3859 

d. Staging of work to minimize occupant exposure. 3860 

e. Scheduling of renovation to minimize exposure. 3861 

19. Relevant federal, state and local regulatory requirements. Procedures and 3862 

standards including: 3863 

a. Requirements of TSCA Title II; 3864 

b. 40 CFR Part 61, National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants, 3865 

Subparts A (General Provisions) and M (National Emission Standard for 3866 

Asbestos); 3867 

c. OSHA standards for respiratory protection (29 CFR 1910.134); 3868 

d. EPA Worker Protection Rule, found at 40 CFR Part 763, Subpart G; 3869 

e. OSHA Asbestos Construction Standard found at 29 CFR 1926.1101; and 3870 

f. OSHA Hazard Communication Standard found in 29 CFR 1926.59. 3871 

20. A review of key aspects of the accredited asbestos training program. 3872 

18VAC15 20 840. Examinations: asbestos project designers. 3873 

Upon completion of an accredited asbestos project designer training program, a 3874 

closed book examination will be administered. Each examination shall cover the 3875 

topics included in the asbestos project designer training program. Persons who pass 3876 

the examination and fulfill training program requirements will receive a Certificate of 3877 

Completion as specified in this chapter. The following are the requirements for 3878 

examination: 3879 

1. One hundred multiple choice questions; and 3880 

2. Passing score: 70% correct. 3881 

18VAC15 20 850. Refresher training program. 3882 

A. The accredited asbestos project designer refresher training program shall be one 3883 

day (eight hours) in length. The training program shall review federal and state 3884 
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regulations, discuss changes to the regulations, if applicable, and review 3885 

developments in state of the art procedures. A review of the following topics from the 3886 

initial project designer training program shall be included in the accredited asbestos 3887 

project designer refresher training program: 3888 

1. Safety system design specifications; 3889 

2. Writing abatement specifications; 3890 

3. Employee personal protective equipment; and 3891 

4. Budgeting and cost estimation. 3892 

B. The use of exercises to encourage interactive learning and participation is 3893 

suggested. These exercises may take the form of reviewing inspection reports, a video 3894 

or photo walk through of a building to prepare a response action, a review of a mock3895 

up cost list of equipment and materials utilized for various response actions to be 3896 

designed within certain budget constraints and recommending a response action based 3897 

upon the cost, budget and material condition constraints. 3898 

C. A written closed book examination will be administered covering the topics 3899 

included in the asbestos project designer refresher training program. The examination 3900 

will consist of no fewer than 50 questions. The passing score will be 70% correct. 3901 

Persons who pass the asbestos project designer refresher training program will receive 3902 

a Certificate of Completion as specified in this chapter. 3903 

18VAC15 20 860. Project monitor training. 3904 

A. Asbestos abatement project monitors shall complete a five day (40 hours) training 3905 

program as outlined below. All training programs shall be approved by the board. The 3906 

accredited asbestos training program shall include lectures, demonstrations, training 3907 

program review, examination, and at least six hours of hands on training which allows 3908 

project monitors the experience of performing actual tasks associated with asbestos 3909 

project monitoring. Those applicants who hold current supervisor or project designer 3910 

accreditation need not complete the entire 40 hour accredited asbestos training 3911 

program, but may complete the 16 hour portion of the training program described in 3912 

subdivision B 1 of this section and take the examination. The comprehensive 40 hour 3913 

accredited asbestos project monitor training program shall address the following 3914 

topics: 3915 

1. The physical characteristics of asbestos and asbestos containing materials. 3916 

a. Identification of asbestos. 3917 

b. Typical uses and locations in buildings, physical appearance. 3918 
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c. A review of hazard assessment control options. 3919 

d. A summary of abatement control options. 3920 

2. Potential health effects related to asbestos exposure. 3921 

a. The nature of asbestos related diseases. 3922 

b. Routes of exposure, dose response relationships and the lack of a safe 3923 

exposure level. 3924 

c. Synergism between cigarette smoking and asbestos exposure. 3925 

d. Latency period for disease; a discussion of the relationship between asbestos 3926 

exposure and asbestosis, lung cancer, mesothelioma, and cancer of the other 3927 

organs. 3928 

3. Employee personal protective equipment. 3929 

a. Classes and characteristics of respirator types. 3930 

b. Limitations of respirators and their proper selection, inspection, donning, use, 3931 

maintenance and storage procedures. 3932 

c. Methods for field testing of the facepiece to face seal (positive and negative 3933 

pressure fitting tests). 3934 

d. Qualitative and quantitative fit testing procedures. 3935 

e. Variability between field and laboratory protection factors. 3936 

f. Factors that alter respirator fit (e.g., facial hair, dental work, weight loss or 3937 

gain). 3938 

g. The components of a proper respiratory protection program. 3939 

h. Selection and uses of personal protective clothing; use, storage, and handling 3940 

of nondisposable clothing. 3941 

i. Regulations covering personal protection equipment. 3942 

4. State of the art work practices. 3943 

a. Work practices for asbestos abatement activities including description of 3944 

proper construction and maintenance barriers and decontamination enclosure 3945 

systems. 3946 

b. Positioning of warning signs. 3947 
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c. Electrical and ventilation system lock out. 3948 

d. Working techniques for minimizing fiber release, use of wet methods, use of 3949 

negative pressure ventilation equipment, use of high efficiency particulate air 3950 

(HEPA) vacuums. Entry and exit procedures for work area. 3951 

e. Clean up and disposal procedures. 3952 

f. Work practices for removal, encapsulation, enclosure and repair. Use of glove 3953 

bags and a demonstration of glove bag use. 3954 

g. Emergency procedures for sudden release. 3955 

h. Potential exposure situations. 3956 

i. Transport and disposal procedures. 3957 

j. Recommended and prohibited work practices. 3958 

k. Discussion of new abatement related techniques and methodologies. 3959 

5. Personal hygiene. 3960 

a. Entry and exit procedures for the work area; use of showers; avoidance of 3961 

eating, drinking, smoking, and chewing (gum or tobacco) in the work area. 3962 

b. Potential exposures, such as family exposure, shall also be included. 3963 

6. Additional safety hazards as covered in OSHA CFR Parts 1926 and 1910 to 3964 

include: 3965 

a. Hazards encountered during the abatement activities and how to deal with 3966 

them, including electrical hazards, heat stress, air contaminants other than 3967 

asbestos, fire, and explosion hazards; 3968 

b. Scaffold and ladder hazards; 3969 

c. Slips, trips and falls; and 3970 

d. Confined spaces. 3971 

7. Medical monitoring. OSHA requirements for a pulmonary function test, chest x3972 

rays and a medical history for each employee. 3973 

8. Respiratory protection programs and medical surveillance programs. 3974 

9. Insurance and liability issues: 3975 

a. Contractor issues, workers' compensation coverage, and exclusions. 3976 
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b. Third party liabilities and defenses. 3977 

c. Insurance coverage and exclusions. 3978 

10. Relevant federal, state and local regulatory requirements, procedures and 3979 

standards including: 3980 

a. Requirements of TSCA Title II; 3981 

b. 40 CFR Part 61 National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants, 3982 

Subparts A (General Provisions) and M (National Emission Standards for 3983 

Asbestos); 3984 

c. OSHA Standards for respiratory protection (29 CFR 1910.134); 3985 

d. OSHA Asbestos Construction Standard (29 CFR 1926.1101); 3986 

e. OSHA Hazard Communication Standard (29 CFR 1926.59); 3987 

f. EPA Worker Protection Rule, 40 CFR Part 763; 3988 

g. Requirements of Asbestos Containing Waste Materials, 9VAC20 80 640; 3989 

h. DOT 49 CFR Parts 171 and 172 Subpart H; and 3990 

i. Virginia asbestos licensing regulations. 3991 

B. The material outlined below encompasses the 16 hour accredited asbestos project 3992 

monitor training program. Those applicants who are currently accredited as 3993 

supervisors or project designers need only complete the 16 hour project monitor 3994 

training program and examination. The comprehensive 40 hour project monitor 3995 

training program includes the preceding topics and continues below. 3996 

1. Air monitoring. 3997 

a. NIOSH Asbestos Monitoring Procedure. Procedures to determine airborne 3998 

concentration of asbestos fibers, including a description of aggressive sampling, 3999 

sampling equipment and methods. 4000 

(1) Explanation of analytical methods, measures of precision, control of errors, 4001 

collecting samples, fiber counts, sampling and calibration equipment, statistics, 4002 

quality control techniques in sampling. 4003 

(2) Review of OSHA Asbestos Regulations 29 CFR Part 1926, Subpart F, 1 6. 4004 

b. Sampling strategy. 4005 

(1) Why samples are taken. 4006 
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(2) Sampling inside and outside of containment area. 4007 

(3) Placement of pumps. 4008 

c. Reasons for air monitoring. 4009 

d. Types of samples and interpretation of results, specifically from analysis 4010 

performed by polarized light, phase contrast, and electron microscopy analyses. 4011 

e. Final clearance. 4012 

2. Overview of supervisory techniques for asbestos abatement activities to include 4013 

the information covered in the accredited asbestos supervisor training program. A 4014 

review of the required work practices and safety considerations. 4015 

3. Field trip. 4016 

a. Visit a proposed abatement site or other suitable building site, including on4017 

site discussions of abatement design. 4018 

b. Building walk through inspection and discussion following the walk through. 4019 

4. Fiber aerodynamics and control. 4020 

a. Aerodynamic characteristics of asbestos fibers. 4021 

b. Importance of proper containment barriers. 4022 

c. Settling time for asbestos fibers. 4023 

d. Wet methods in abatement. 4024 

e. Aggressive air monitoring following abatement. 4025 

f. Aggressive air movement and negative pressure exhaust ventilation as a clean4026 

up method. 4027 

5. Project specifications. Discussion of key elements that are included in contract 4028 

specifications. 4029 

a. Means and methods specifications versus performance specifications. 4030 

b. Considerations for design of abatement in occupied buildings. 4031 

c. Worker and building occupant health/medical considerations. 4032 

d. Replacement of ACM with nonasbestos substitutes. 4033 

e. Clearance of work area after abatement. 4034 
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f. Use of as built drawings. 4035 

g. Use of inspection photographs and on site reports. 4036 

h. Particular problems in abatement drawings. 4037 

6. Conducting inspections. 4038 

a. Inspection prior to containment to assure condition of items and proper 4039 

precleaning. 4040 

b. Inspection of containment prior to commencement of abatement to assure that 4041 

containment is complete and proper. 4042 

c. Daily work and containment inspections. 4043 

d. Final visual inspection and a discussion of the ASTM E1368 method. 4044 

7. Recordkeeping and documentation. 4045 

a. Project logs. 4046 

b. Inspection reports. 4047 

c. Waste shipment record requirements (WSR). 4048 

d. Recordkeeping required by federal, state or local regulations. 4049 

e. Recordkeeping required for insurance purposes. 4050 

8. Role of project monitor in relation to: 4051 

a. Building owner; 4052 

b. Building occupants; 4053 

c. Abatement contractor; and 4054 

d. Other consultants. 4055 

9. Occupied buildings. 4056 

a. Special procedures recommended in occupied buildings. 4057 

b. Extra monitoring recommendations. 4058 

10. A review of NESHAP Guidance Documents. 4059 

11. A review of key aspects of the accredited asbestos training program. 4060 
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12. Examination. 4061 

18VAC15 20 870. Examination: asbestos project monitors. 4062 

Upon completion of an accredited asbestos project monitor training program, a 4063 

closed book examination will be administered. Each examination shall cover the 4064 

topics included in the project monitor training program. Persons who pass the 4065 

examination and fulfill training program requirements will receive a Certificate of 4066 

Completion as specified in this chapter. The following are the requirements for 4067 

examination: 4068 

1. One hundred multiple choice questions; and 4069 

2. Passing score: 70% correct. 4070 

18VAC15 20 880. Refresher training program. 4071 

A. The accredited asbestos project monitor refresher training program shall be one 4072 

day (eight hours) in length. The training program shall review federal and state 4073 

regulations, discuss changes to the regulations, if applicable, and review 4074 

developments in state of the art procedures. A review of the following topics from the 4075 

initial accredited asbestos project monitor training program shall be included in the 4076 

asbestos project monitor refresher training program: 4077 

1. State of the art work practices; 4078 

2. Occupied buildings; 4079 

3. Employee personal protective equipment; 4080 

4. Fiber aerodynamics and control; and 4081 

5. Recordkeeping and documentation. 4082 

B. The use of exercises to encourage interactive learning and participation is 4083 

suggested. These exercises may take the form of reviewing inspection reports, a video 4084 

or photo walk through of a building to determine a sampling strategy, a review of a 4085 

mock up abatement area to determine that containment is adequate, or review of a 4086 

mock up abatement area where a visual inspection may be performed. 4087 

C. A written closed book examination will be administered covering the topics 4088 

included in the asbestos project monitor refresher training program. The examination 4089 

will consist of no fewer than 50 questions. The passing score will be 70% correct. 4090 

Persons who pass the asbestos project monitor refresher training program examination 4091 

will receive a Certificate of Completion as specified in this chapter. 4092 

18VAC15 20 890 to 18VAC15 20 960. [Repealed] 4093 
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3. The licensed asbestos analytical laboratory employing the project monitor is 4160 

accredited under the IHLAP, remains in compliance with accreditation 4161 

requirements, and maintains training and quality control documentation necessary 4162 

to demonstrate competency in performing onsite analysis 4163 

 4164 
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